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ENERGY ECONOMICS ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


BRIEFS 


PETROLEUM PRICE CUT--ST. JOHN'S, Antigua, Saturday (CANA)--FALLING crude oil 
prices on the world market will result in similar cuts in domestic petrol 
prices in Antigua and Barbuda when new stocks come in later this year, accord- 
ing to the West Indies Oil Company refinery here. Managing director William 
Vickerie said that present stocks would soon be depleted and the company might 
have to import petroleum from Trinidad and Tobago. He said that if the supply 
was obtained from Trinidad and Tobago where the prices of petroleum products 
have been reduced because of a drop on the world market the reduced costs 
would be passed on to the consumer. Mr. Vickerie said that it was standard 
industry practice that whenever there was a change in stock prices either go 
up or down. [Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 27 Feb 83 p 3] 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS 


OPPOSITION FNM SLAMS ELECTRICITY RATE INCREASES 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 2 Mar 83 p l 


(Text ] IN A JOINT statement three 
Grand Bahama MPs 
condemned Government and 
Freeport Power Company for 
increasing the basic electricity 
rates in Freeport by some 20 
percent. 

Cecil Wallace Whitfield, MP 
for Pine Ridge, Maurice Moore, 
MP-High Rock and C A Smith, 
MP-Marco City, all FNM 
members, said the increase had 
come at a “most inappropnate 
time when so many of the 
citizens are unemployed or 
underemployed, and the hope 

e for meaningful employment is 
so doubtful.” . 

The FNM parliamentarians 
said that just as world-wide oil 
prices are beginning to fall, 
consumers expected some. 
relief in their total bill, but 
Government and _ Freeport 
Power together decided to 
increase the basic rate so that 
benefits from lower worid oil 
prices would be lost to 
Freeporters. 

To justify these increases, 
Freeport Power in_ its 
statement chose to compare 
cost of electricity in Freeport 
with that in Nassau. 

“We reject this companson 
because there is an additional 
shipping, transportation and 
storage charge that must be 
bome by the consumers in 
Ne. Providence. The oil 
needed to generate power in 


CSO: 3298/440 


Freeport is right next door to 
the generator pliant, so the cost 
shouid be cheaper.” the 
parliamentarians said. 

They also. called on Freeport 
Power Company to 
immediately bring its fuel 
charges in line with the recent 
reductions in Caribbean 
refinery oil prices. “Those 
Caribbean refinery oil prices 


‘ have been reduced by some 15 


to 20% since December. This is 
now February. almost March. 
and we expect that by now this 
reduction would have been 
passed on to the consumers. 
Instead of a reduction in our 
total bills we will now be faced 
with yet another increase. 

“In the last three months 
Freeporters have experienced 
whopping increases in mail box 
rentals, postage stamps, auto 
inspection and licensing fees, 
driver’s licence fees and now 
electricity rates. Where will it 
all end?” they asked. 

“This high-handed decision 
by the Government and the 
power company points out the 
urgent need for the 
establishment of local 
government on Grand Bahama. 
Under local government, a 
Utilities Commission, made up 
of local consumers, would have 
to approve any rate hike 
contemplated by a utility 
company,” they said. 


BAHAMAS 














ENERGY ECONOMICS 


ENERGY MINISTER DISCUSSES CRUDE OIL PRICING SITUATION 


Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 27 Feb 83 pl 


{Text ] 


was currently moni 


va 
In addition he said the: 
country was also working out 
ways on how best it can deal‘ 
“we can bene ~  pllentaget 


reductions while the 13. 
member states of the: 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
eoeuniesens © aes og 
cut should be made..»: = 37% 


CSO: 3298/427 


Ww 


Mobil refinery at prices tied to 


those of which Barbados pays 


for its oil from Venezuela. 

Last year production in- 
Barbados was raised by 22.5! 
oy to reach 28 4%- 

‘Consequently if the price of 
eruce from Venezuela is 
reduced it means that the 
price of locally produced 
crude to be refined will have to 
De —. Senator Griffith 
Sai 


Senator Griffith said there is 
no doubt there wil] be some 
reduction based on the reports. 
reaching here. 


He said the approach by this 
country was a speculative one 
simply because we have not 
been officially informed as to 
the quantum of the increase. 


He said that should there be 
a dramatic drop Barbados will 
have to look at the im- 
ications in Trinidad and 
obago especially the pur- 
chasing power of Trinidadians 
as that relates to trade be 
no the two countries. 
“I. cam~ assure you are 
looking at every element of 
the reductions,’’ he noted. 


BARBADOS 














ENERGY ECONOMICS JAMAICA 


GENERATOR BREAKDOWN CUTS POWER TO MOST OF ISLAND 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 3 Feb 83 p 1 


{Text } 


Most of Jamaiéa was without electricity for © ‘The JPS yesterday evening issued the following ° 





hours yesterday morning after the 50-megawatt 
No. 4 generating anit at the Old Harbour Power 
Station broke down and started a chain reaction 
which knocked out the giant 68.5-megawatt unit 
at the Hunts Bay station. : 

The collapse of the power-generating system re- 
sulted in only 28 megawatts of electricity being gener- 
ated by the No. 3 unit at Hunts Bay and by small 
hydro-stations in St. Elizabeth, Sc. Ann and Trelawny to 
meet an early-morning demand for 160 megawatts, a 
spokesman for the Jamaica Public Service Company 


told the Gleaner. This led. to most areas of the island - 


being without power for hours. 

The chain-reaction and subsequent massive power 
cut was caused because of a problem with devices 
installed in the system to automatically shed load 
whenever the demand for electricity exceeded output, 2 
spokesman for the JPS said. 





Power was gradually restored with gas turbines 
being brought into service, then the B6 and finally the . 


No. 4, which had broken down because of defective 
burners. The island-wide outage started at 6 a.m. arid 
wer was fully restored to all areas by 11 am. 

.A TOP-LEVEL MEETING of senior JPS personne! 
and some members of‘ the JPS Board met yesterday 
afternoon to examine the situation and decided to 
make make necessary extensions.to give greater protec- 
tion’to the |PS system in furure. . z » 


CSO: 3298/380 


statement: 
“Top management and senior engineers of the 
company met at headquarters this: afternoon co review 
causes of the collapse of the company’s generating 
_ system following the trip-out of the Old Harbour No 4 
unit. - 4 
“Heading the.group of was the Executive Chair- 
man, Mr. Orville Cox, the Managing Director, Mr. 
Bnan Picken, and the Director of Production, Mr. E. L. 


“Munroe. Also attending were managers of the Old 


Harbour and Hunts Bay power stations, the superinten- 
dent of ciectrical maintenance and the senior system 
controller. A member of the board, Mr. Roosevelr 
DaCosta, also an electrical engineer, also attended the 


“After sitting for some two hours, the meeting 
came to the conclusion that the existing under-trequen- 
cy relays did nor provide sufficient safeguards for the 
system during periods of low load when the feeders 
that the relays control did not carry enough load to 
equalise one of the larger generating units. 

“This meant that, alrhoygh the under-frequency 
protection operated, it did not relieve the system of 
sufficient load dumng a low load penod to prevent 
overloading of other machines in the system at such 
nme. “ 

“The meeting decided to further anaiyse the pro- 
tective equipment and make the necessary extension to 
give broader protection ro the system m future”. 








ENERGY ECONOMICS ST KITTS-NEVIS 


BRIEFS 


KEROSENE PRICE CUT--The Ministry of Trade, Industry and Development wishes to 
inform the general public that the price of Kerosene has been reduced. The 
new price is - Wholesale $3.93 and Retail $4.13 per Gallon effective immedi- 
ately. Kerosene was previously being sold at a price of $4.09 Wholesale and 
$4.29 retail. [Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 19 Feb 83 p 2] 


CSO: 3298/426 











ENERGY ECONOMICS TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


UNITS AT POINT LISAS TRIP, BLACKING OUT MUCH OF ISLAND 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 3 Mar 83 p 1 


[Text] LARGE areas in Trinidad remained in darkness last night while engin- 
eers wrestled with five units at the Point Lisas power station which tripped 
simultaneously at 3.15 p.m. yesterday. 


The Trinidad and Tobago Electricity Commission (TTEC), already besieged by 
complaints from consumers in the area stretching from Petit Bourg to Arouca 
because of load shedding, could not ascertain the reason for the tripping of 


five of the ten units in Point Lisas. 


Mr. Roy Mitchell, public relations officer of TTEC, said engineers were work- 
ing to restore power to the country from Point Lisas. 


The power loss hit east, north, central and south districts. Some areas in 
the city had power. The "Trinidad Guardian" experienced an outage for about 
90 minutes. 


Thousands of workers used the outage to shut down work for the afternoon and 
head for home. 


The Commission spokesman could not say when full power would be restored to 
consumers. 


Several business places closed their premises at 3.30 p.m. while there was an 
early rush for transportation in the city. Areas such as Maraval, St. Clair, 
St. Ann's and Woodbrook were affected by the blackout. 


In the east, several areas from San Juan to Arima, suffered from the blackout. 
In San Fernando, a number of areas suffered from the sudden tripping of the 
five units. 


Mr. Mitchell said that as a result of the blackout the Commission was forced 
to shed load in certain areas until the units were repaired and normal power 


returned. 


At Point Lisas, there are ten units which handle electricity for the major 
part of Trinidad. As a result of the tripping of five units, Point Lisas sta- 
tion suffered a big breakdown as half of its power supply was affected. 











Electricity was supplied from the Port-of-Spain "B" Station and Penal station 
in South Trinidad to meet the shortfall. Mr. Mitchell could not say exactly 
when the power would be restored but he hoped it would have been sometime last 


night. 


Meanwhile, Mr. Mitchell said that repairs to the Champs Fleurs sub-station 
could take the Commission at least two weeks for a new transformer to be 


installed. 


Districts extending from Petit Bourg and Arouca have been experiencing load 
shedding from the Commission since Sunday night when the entire corridor along 
the Eastern Main Road was plunged into darkness. 


Mr. Mitchell has asked consumers in those areas to curtail their use of elec- 
tricity until further notice. He said every effort would be made to reduce 
the time factor and consumers would be advised as restoration work progressed. 


CSO: 3298/428 








ENERGY ECONOMICS TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


EDITORIAL SLAMS GOVERNMENT SILENCE ON TALKS WITH TEXACO 


Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 6 Feb 83 »o 8 


[Text] EXCEPT for a guarded statement by Mr. Errol 
Mahabir, the Minister of Labour and leading Govern- 
ment negotiator with Texaco Trinidad_ [nc., 
there has come no reliable word to the nation 


outcome 
this country for the next century. 

Even Mr. Mahabir’s remarks were themselves 
unhelpful since they were addressed not to the 
Parliament 


caucus. For the record, he was quoted as telling the 


group that in his opinion Texaco was quitting this 
‘When the Prime Minister’ delivered his Budget 


Speech in mid-December he outlined certain propo- 
sails under which Texaco would continue to produce 
petroleum here until March 31 next. 

'*  Qleariy, the Prime Minister was convinced that 
useful discussions between Texaco and the Govern- 


ment would some viable alternative after 
March 31 to exaco’s departing and leaving us in 


While it is not usual for definitive statements to - 
be made about negotiations that are only partially 
concluded, the unusual circumstances of these talks 
us to be worthy of at least some regular 
communique or report on the state of play. 
The public is entitled to be informed. The Texaco 
i a matter for secrecy since it affects 


ally the whole country. 
WHAT OPTIONS? 


are entitled to know just what has gone on 
up to now. What have been made or 


accepted and have e operative and to what 











In the event that the negotiations conclude 
acrimoniously or adversely the future will not be a 
time. 


ar almost unanimous opinion of persons famil- 
jar with the oil industry worldwide and with the 
vagaries of both American politics and corporate 


more reason why the nation should be told at the 
earliest convenient moment the truth. Who knows 
but that somewhere scmeone in the possession of all 
the facts may be able to come up with a good 
solution. ? ise 
_ Let us face it: the Government should by now 
have ed both a worst-case’ scenario and a 
— in strictest confidence. Most as- . 
suredly, Texaco’s strategists have done so for their © 


This—puts—both sides in a far better position — 
than, say, the Oilfields Workers’ Trade Union, who - 
i ore a meeting between their . 
executive and the local Texaco management for a 
glimpse into the show. This is most unsatisfactory. 


EARLY RETIREMENT 


The Union was, therefore, left free to continue to : 
peddle what may prove to be a most unhelpful line — 
‘nota manmustgo.”. = srs . 

We say this because it is obvious in the context 
of even the best normal level of production that 
Texaco’s Pointe-a-Pierre refinery was _ seriously 


overmanned in terms of today’s isticated 
production, hemes and totally tn 
So that the Union’s aggressive posture can prove 


racy of the Union a nationalist conciliatory 


e can only hope that even if the Union is not a 
direct party now to the negotiations that its hierar- 
chy is being Kept more fully informed than the rest of 
us. It prevent them from making rash state- 
ments. 


We can appreciate the Union’s concern for its 
members. Many of them have committed them- 
selves to heavy mortgage obligations, for instance, 
and an early retirement ‘and retrenchment could be 
a most painful experience. | 


9 
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3298/381 


This fate befell many a worker a few years ago 


when a large producer ceased operations, leaving 


Fortin, in particular, a ghost town. 

Rescue came in the form of Government inter-, 
vention then by purchase and operation but can we’ 
on ing again and on a er scale, 
en today’s state of the art and the et m the 


The fortuitous price war waged by OPEC in the 


mid-70s boosted us into near- ence but now the 


2 again to win the price war dictated by the new 
conditions of both supply and demand and the cost of. 
meeting the rising expectations of inhabitants of oil- 
producing countries. 

In our own corner of the world all we are asking 
now PE og the Governm “ = Texaco = treat- 
ing negotiations as ey are private 

of just the two of them when the outcome 
of their talks can mean so much misery for so many 


cards are showing that OPEC cannot for a long 


10 





ENERGY ECONOMICS TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


BRIEFS 


NEW POWER LINE--SCARBOROUGH--WORK is progressing satisfactorily on the laying 
of a second transmission line of 33,000 volts from Crown Point to Scarborough, 
according to a Trinidad and Tobago Electricity Commission source. The project 
is being undertaken to improve the reliability of the supply of electricity in 
Tobago, he said. Tobago is fed from the Valencia-Toco line and already there 
is a second line available from Valencia-Toco to accommodate the dual supply 
to the island. The project is being undertaken by Hawker Sidley Power Engin- 
eering Co. of the United Kingdom and completion date is set for June of this 
year. While the supply of electricity on the island has been described as 
satisfactory, TTEC recently decided to increase its plant capacity and to up- 
grade the lighting with particular reference to the Claude Noel Highway and 
its feeder roads. It was also learnt that TTEC was preparing a case for a 
rate increase which it will put before the Public Utilities Commission short- 
ly. TTEC has not had an increase since 1968 and it was felt that the rate 
increase was recessary in the light of recent government policy to cut back on 
subsidies. The Commission in planning to relocate its Scarborough power sta- 
tion to make way for the development of lower Scarborough. [Port-of-Spain 
TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 3 Mar 83 p 7] 


CSO: 3298/428 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


EXPATRIATE ORGAN 'FREE GRENADIAN' RESUMES IN TRINIDAD 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 2 Mar 83 p 8 


[Editorial] 


[Text] 


AFTER an absence of 
more than a year, the Free 
Grenadian, the small 


monthly newspaper publish- | 


ed by the Patriotic Alliance 
and printed in Trinidad, has 
resumed publication. 

_ In announcing its Feb- 
ruary issue, the newspaper 
said it had resumed by popu- 
lar demand and encourage- 
ment and because of ‘the 
continuing deterioration of 
the situation in Grenada, 


and the total absence of an: 


adequate medium for the 
expression of independent 
opinion and ideas’’ -in that 
unfortunate island. 

The Alliance says it 
. the paper in 

rinidad and Tobago ‘‘a tree 
society, a society respect- 
ing the rule of law, whose 
constitution guarantees 
freedom of the Press,’’ and 
in so doing scores oné of the 
most powerful points it can 
against the so-called ‘‘peo- 
ple’s democracy’’ being 
practised in Grenada. 


DUNGEONS 


On July 11, 1981 followin 
their identification wit 
the publication of the 
‘‘Grenadian Voice’’ in 
Grenada, Mr. Lloyd Noel, 
Mr. Tillman Thomas, and 
the Pierre brothers. were 
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bundled into Mr. Bishop’s 
dungeons. Even before that; 
Mr. Winston Whyte, a 
former parliamentarian and 
colleague of New Jewe' 
members in the Alliance’ 
which had formed the 
official Opposition, had been 
thrown into jail, there to 
languish without trial. 

us Mr. Bishop has effec- 
tively stilled some of the 
strongest and most 
respected voices of dissent | 
against his revolutionary 
rule. 

The Free Grenadian, 
proscribed by the Bishop 
regime, has reported that 
persons found in possession 
of copies in Grenada are li- 
able to be considered an 
enemy of the State. 

Little wonder that Mr. 
Bishop, the Prime Minister 


be Rng 2 and his Marxist- 
clique fea 


r the Free Grena- 
dian, because the newspaper 
continues to reveal the true 
plight of Grenada and the 
deceit of so-called Govern- 
ment. 

According to the Free 
Grenadian, pressure from 
the Caribbean Press prior to 
the Ocho Rios conference of 
the Heads of Government 
caused the Government to 
free some detainees ‘‘most 
of whom were petty thieves 
and rasta types whom the re- 














cso: 


gime had detained from 
time to time in an effort to 
give visitors a good im- 
pression of the island under 
their rule.” 

But the Government has 
not dared to release upright 
citizens who have been held 
captive without charges 
and without trial, some 
since the very first day of 
its ouster of the Gairy 
Government and the 
setting up of a Soviet-. 
oriented dictatorship. 

Effective disturbances at 
public = called by: 
hg like r. Hubert 

laize, former Premier of 
the island, have put an end. 
2 freedom of assembly and 
of s rt 

course, Mr.Bishop a 
mises a progressive law. 
establishing the right to. 


3298/429 
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publish newspapers: He 
promises, too, elections to 
permit the people to vote 
and choose a Parliament. 

Neither of these promises 
has he fulfilled and he shows 
not the slightest sign of 
doing so beyond reiterating 
the promises when influen- 
tial foreigners raise the 
issues. 

The community of Grena- 
dians living outside the 
boundaries of their unhappy 
homeland should appreciate 
the freedoms they enjoy 
elsewhere. 

They will best do this by 
supporting the efforts of 
the Free Grenadian in the 
hope that one day their 
homeland .may_ re-emerge 
into the family of free 


nations. It is the least that 


they can do. 








COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


TRINIDAD-TOBAGO PAPER WARNS OF TRADE WAR WITH JAMAICA 


Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 20 Feb 83 pp l, 2 


[Text ] 





PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad, Feb. 19 (CANA): 

The Trinidad and Tobago “Express” newspa- 
per has warned that a trade war could develop 
berween this country and Jamaica following the 
recent introduction of certain controversial eco- 
MNomic measures in Kingston. 

The newspaper said in an editonal that. such a war 
between rwo senor members of the Canbbean Com- 
munity may be in the offing, given a charge by the 
Tnnidad and Tobago Manufacturers Association 
‘TTMA) that the two-ner currency exchange rate 
introduced last month by Jamaica will result in a 60 per 
scent decline in local exports to chat country. ~ 
“it the special technical committee appointed by 

“Cabinet (here) to look into the TT MA's complaint finds 
that this charge is true, then the situation, as far as 


‘Trinidad and Tobago is concerned, ts untenable,” the’ 


Paper said. 

It noted that the association has called on gove:a- 
ment to seek means of equalising trade and-or removing 
alt restrictive measures which place exports from Trin- 
idad and Tobago at a disadvantage on the Jamaica 
market. 





Barriers 

.The “Express” said that the association in drawing 
attention to the disadvantage at which its members 
were placed by the two-tier system, reiterated charges 
that free trade between the two countries had been 
bedevilled over the last three years by a range of 
restrictive policies emanating from Jamaica. 

Among the barners cited were embargoes on 
licences, delayed payments and imposition of quota 
systems, all of which, the “Express” quoted the Associa- 
Hon as saying “continue to breach the spirit and the 
Law of the Caricom agreement.” 


CSO: 3298/382 
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However, the paper felt that the issue may be 
speedily resolved given an assurance by Jamaica Export- 
ers Association (JEA) president, Fred Wilmot thar the 
private sector in his country would ask its government 
to investigate the possibility of maintaining the special 
conditions of trade in the Caricom partnership and ro 
encourage members which would preserve as open a 
trading pattern as possible. 

“Indeed, Mr. Wilmot has gone so far as to say that 
members of the JEA who, along with members of the 
amaican Manufacturers Association made a trade visit 

ere, had come to the conclusion that ‘it would be 
Jamaica's best interest to revive the present structure as 


far.as general trading policy is concerned,’ the paper — 


said. 

_ It-nored that Mr. Wilmot also made the point thar 
the preservation of free trade in the region is essential 
to the development of Caricom and that while individu- 
al members have had some latitude, with which to meet 
the exigencies of life, that could not be taken as licence 
to disrupt the Caricom framework. 

The express noted that speaker after speaker at last 
November's Caricom Heads of Government Summit 
had said chat the destiny of each individual Caricom 
country was bound up in the destiny of the region as a 
whole. 

“Given that rationale, it does not make any sense 
for a government to seek a short-term advantage that 
could wreak considerable havoc in the long term. That 
is what the Jamaican situation threatened to do. And 
that is why we are happy not only with Mr. Wilmot’s 
assurances, but by the speed with which our govern- 
ment has moved to get to the borrom of what is a 
crucial matter,” the paper said. 


‘ 
+ 








COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


TRINIDAD-TOBAGO PAPER SUPPORTS GUYANA'S ‘CATHOLIC STANDARD' 
Page 1 Editorial 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 4 Feb 83 p l 


[Text] We ask you to send a message to this man, Mr. Forbes Burnham, and 
the Guyana Government. 


Readers help the needy in Trinidad and Tobago. They have also helped, 
with usual generosity, the victims of natural disaster in the Caribbean 


Community. 


We ask you to extend a helping hand in a new disaster. The Guyana Govern- 
ment controls the information media almost totally. One of the few inde- 
pendent voices left, the CATHOLIC STANDARD, a church weekly, is on the point 
of sinking. 


The paper has survived difficulty over supplies of newsprint. It has not 
been stopped or intimidated, though one of its photographers, a priest, 
was bayonetted to death by a political thug. 


Now a blizzard of libel writs, from the Government, threatens to silence the 
little church paper--a four-page copybook-size publication, with obviously 
powerful things to say about affairs in Guyana. 


As matters stand, the little paper has been ordered to pay $20,000 Guy. in 
damages, and it will have to find $10,000 in legal costs--for the first only 
of six writs brought so far by members of the Guyana Government. 


We have decided to set up a Save the STANDARD Fund at the Royal Bank of 
Trinidad and Tobago. We ask readers to send their donations to any branch 
of the Royal Bank of Trinidad and Tobago, addressed to the "GUARDIAN Save 


the STANDARD Fund." 


This fund is intended to help the STANDARD weather this legal onslaught, and 
to cushion it further from falling off the tightrope in the Caribbean 
nightmare land. We who enjoy freedom of the Press can help easily. Act 


today. 
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Send a message to Forbes Burnham, by your donation to the 
the STANDARD Fund," c/o any branch of the Royal Bank of T 


Tobago. 


[Editor's Note: 


6 February 1983 SUNDAY GUARDIAN. ] 


Taik with Father Morrison 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 4 Feb 83 


{Article by Gail Alexander] 


[Text } 


“ONCE labelled as’ “the most 
widely-read newspaper in Guyana, 

the ‘Catholic Standard’ now 
stands in danger of going under un- 
less help is forthcoming. Today the 


sist the paper, which has a reputa- 
tion for voicing injustice and supply. 
ing information in a country ba 
bereft of both. 
_ The Editor of the Standard, Guy- 
6d And Morrison, 
visited Trinidad = this week to 


; Morrison BY. 
**Catholic "Ww s a 
ciroatetion of 10,000 and is known for 
its — nna and fw" 
cles, faces numerous ems. 

of these is & $20,000 libel suit by 


Green who is also ing 4 
Six ae toes its have been 
ix more sui e 
against the ‘Standard’ by 
= members of the Guyanese 
ernment. 

But the main, and often thank- 
less, task of gm the paper 
according to Fr. Morrison is ‘‘the 
enormous one,” 


“Guardian” launches a Fund to as- | That year, 


’ print 


normal-sized tabloid was reduced to 


eight pages in 1976, and four later 
on. ties in obtaining news- 
rint even forced its release in the 
orm of a stencilled roll-off in 1978. 
all but one Georgetown 
er refused to undertake the job 
of prin ting the ‘‘Standard.”’ The one 
who accepted is still responsible for 
getting copies put to the public. | 
Complications arose in obtainin 
“t in 1978 also and ‘‘Stand- 





Vice-President Hamilton ep 
demandi 


newspri 
| ard” staff was forced to resort to 
| black market supplies. After a trip 
' to North America by Fr. Morrison 
donations of materials were offe 
by American and Canadian 
{ _ were refused ay 
into country, on grounds 
that were ‘commercial gifts."’ 
Fr. Morrison comments on that 


“We were getting these badly- 
needed — but the Ministry 
refused to let the newsprint come 
| into Guyana. When we approached 
| the Cabinet official in charge of the 
| matter on the refusal, he told us 
| that these were gifts for the pur- 
_ pose of business as such...But we did 
'remember to remind him of the 


made further! numerous video sets and stereos and 


complicated by a number of difficul-| other things which fall into that 


tes. 
The “Catholic Standard’’ once a 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 10 Feb 83 pl 


{Text } 


GEORGETOWN, Wed., 
(Cana 


) 

ROMAN Catholic Bishop of 

Guyana Benedict ar re 
the existence 0 


same category, which are granted 
permission and entry.” 
Assistance came from Guyana’s 


Guyana Bishop's Appeal 


Church’s weekly newspaper 
Organ is threatened by the 
current spate of libel suits 
against it. 
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_ tin and Mr. George 


"GUARDIAN Save 
rinidad and 


The above editorial is repeated on page 1 of the 


main newspaper, “The Chronicle’’ 
which offered newsprint ‘‘ends’’ and 
which is still supplying the ‘‘Stand- 
ard’’ with this inferior type of ma- 
terial. The ‘Guardian’ recently 
sold four rolls of newsprint to the 
“Chronicle” . 
The assorted pressures of obtain- 
ing basic materials for production, 
plus the financial drain from the 
numerous libel suits, have all taken 
a heavy toll on the ‘Standard’ a 
paper which is popular with the 
average Guyanese. General feeling 
is that the ‘Standard’ is bein 


‘forced out, and Fr. Morrison ad- 


mits: ‘‘We are going downhill. 

‘“‘We are desperately hoping for a 
change, but this is a country where 
the luxuries are now bread and rice 
instead of more exotic things. The 


. “Standard”’ has always taken a firm 


stand on things in Guya_ . We have 
to. The people expect it. starved as 
they are for informati.: and we 
— to continue doing this.” 

e paper has received support 
from many and varied sources the 
world over, including Trinidad and 
Tobago’s Archbishop Anthony Pan- 
feekes, head of 
the Oilfields Workers’ Trade Union. 

Members of the public willing to 
assist the ‘Standard’’ can send 
funds to any branch of the Royal 
Bank of Trinidad and Tobago. 


— 
‘ 


Bishop Singh’s comments, in a 
storai letter read in churches 
re Sunday, appealed for monetary 


contributions to save the ‘‘Catholic 
Standard”’, against which the court 
recently awarded some $20,000 in 











“The ‘Catholic Standard 
tried valiantly to fulfil this role for 
similar suits the local church, and as you know, in 


threatened espetially 





ollowing is the text of the spate of libel suits brought 
letter. “Dear brothers and sisters against it. m mn 
‘in Christ. Catholic newspaper =‘“‘Consequentily, appeal 
portant role in the -donations has been the 
a “moral, and social “Committee for. the defence the 
development of all persons, whether | « ic Standard”. 
or 


CSO: 3298/383 
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’ “has 


A number of aun have pro- 
posed that eur Church should shor 

its support for the ‘Catholic 
Standard” and after consultation it 
has been decided that a second col- 
lection for this cause will be taken 
at all masses on Sunday, February 6 
or as near as possible that date, in 
order to give you al] an bp md 
of sharing in the work of the com- 


‘mittee for the defence of your 


Catholic publication. We encourage 
o to this 


a °°” 











COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


EDITORIAL BLASTS U.S. RIGHT-WING DRIVE AGAINST CHURCHES 


Bridgetown CARIBBEAN CONTACT in English Mar 83 p 3 


[Editorial] 


A sinister campaign to denigrate the World Council of Churches (WCC), 
the US National Council of the Churches of Christ (NCCC) and their 
allies in the Caribbean-Latin American region, is being orchestrated by 
influential sections of the US media and established groups known for 
their rightwing and anti-Third World positions. What thi: campaign be- 
trays is a shared obsession about communism and a clear lack of interest 


[Text] 


oppressed. 
~ Latest indicators ofthis evidently inspired exercise to vilify the WCC 
and its fraternal agencies, especially the NCCC, came in January when 


; the US Reader's Digest and CBS's Sixty Minutes programme zeroed in 

on these ecumenical bodies, caricaturing them as instruments of inter- 
national commanism, using Sunday mornings’ offerings of gentle Chris- 
‘tan people to ald Uborstion stragyfes and undermine democracy. 

The Caribbean Conference of Churches (CCC) has had long and fruit- 
fal relations with both the WCC and the NCCC. The CCC is known to 
be aware of the Santa Fe Document of 1980 that has equated Libera 
tion with pro-Marxist and “anti-democratic forces”. And this 
newspaper, as a programme of the CCC, is quite conscious of the consis- 
tent faslure of groups like Freedom House, Moral Majority and more 


the Church’s concern for the poor and oppressed is a Gospel imperative 
and not .. Marxisi response. 

Indeed, Freedom House, influenced by elements like ERNEST 
LEFEVER, an old crusader against the WCC and an unsuccessful choice 


gious positions that parallel closely CHE GUEVARA'’S political ideas of 
poonige tap ~4 yo Se This apart from anything else, is a very flattering 
view of the CCC which, we understand, perceives its role differently as 
a partner in the struggles for Christian unity, social justice and full 
buman development. 

It is of significance to observe that the anti-CCC publiity in and out of the 
Caribbean was morse concentrated at the ume of the CCC's Thad General Ass 
bly. The attacks, on various fronts, agaimst the NCCC comcide with the recent 
launching of the Latin American Church Council (LACC), a development that 
has been warmly greeted by the WCC.. And the new campaigr agaims’ the WCC, 
whose Programme to Combat Racism has often been delsberateiy misrepresented, 
comes at a period when this world ecumenxal body is making pians for its his- 
toric S&xth Assembly im Vancouver in a few months tme. 


CSO: 3298/444 


18 














COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


JAMAICA'S MANLEY HAILS REVOLUTION IN GRENADA ADDRESS 


St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 26 Feb 83 p 3 





{Article by Keith Jeremiah] 


[Text] FORMER Jamaican Prime 
Minister Michael Man- 
ley has warned Gre- — 
nadians to guard their 
revolutionary process 


jealously, by ensuring ; 


that it is not pene- 


the Periphery”. 

Manley, who had 
arrived here that morn- 
ing and left Thursday, 


against Grenada because 
its people are fully 
united behind the 
Revolution. | 
“No amount of extern 
force can disrupt 

a process if it has 
the people's full sup- 
port, and.no internal 
opposition forces, 
through which they can 





work "he stressed. 
Among those present 
at the ceremony were 
Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop, Deputy Prime 
Minister Bernard Coard, 
several other govern- 
ment mi’.isters and 
representatives of 
the Grenada Union of 
Writers and Artists 
(GUWA) and the Grenada 
Committee for Intellect- 
ual Workers (GCIW). 


_. Manley expressed his 


admiration for the 
ongoing process of 
participatroy demo- 
cracy here, He ngled 
out the people's in- 
volvement in dis-- 
cussing and formulat- 
ing the national bud- 


“get as an exercise 


in true democracy, and 
one which excites hin 
the most. 

'The development of 
the mass organisations 


‘and the people's in- 


volvement in the demo- 
cratic process’, he 
said, "is what makes 
Grenada internationally 








CSO: 


recognised today"’. 
Q the feasons for 
his book, Manley said 
he wrote it with the 
view that the Carib- 
bean people should 
begin writing their 


own history from their- 


own viewpoint. 
Speaking at Pearl's 
Airport shortly after . 
his arrival, Manley 
‘said the book is a 
reflection of a given 
historical period, 
1972-80, during which 
he wes Jamaica's Prime 
Minister. He now 
leads the opposition 
People's National 
Party (PNP). which - 
was defeated by 
Edward Seaga's Jamaica 
Labour Party in the 





1980 general election. 


According to Manley, © 


the book attempts to 
analyse the forces 
that were working 

to change the social 
order in Jamaica. 


3298/444 


during that period, 
and the forces that 
were bent on counter- 
ing that change. 

It has already been 
officially launched 
in Britain, Jamaica 
and the United States. 

PM Bishop praised 
Manley as a true friend 
of Grenada who gave 


«Support to the New 


Jewel Movement (NJ) 
before and after the 
Revolution. 

"He is a man of 
tremendous principle ~ 
and firm beliefs «sho 
always stands up for 
what he believes in’. 

PM Bishop said. 

Richard Hart, a Jamaican 
historian solicit—: 

tor and menber of the 
GCIW, described manley's 
book as a "masterly 
Study on how imperiai- . 
ism attempted to con- 
trol an underdeveloped 
Caribbean country”, 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


CARIBBEAN FOOD CORPORATION STARTS MODEL FARM IN BELIZE 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 9 Feb 83 p 20 


By spss Muti! & fal 


{Text ] 





Hu gs sR 
if Lait Ut : bed 


a al 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


JAMAICA EXPORTS SOYA MEAL TO GUYANA IN EXCHANGE FOR RICE 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 22 Feb 83 p 5 


[Text ] 


cso: 


Jamaica recently  ex- 
ported some 2,000 metnc 
tons of soya meal to Guya- 
na, in exchange for 1,000 
metric tons of rice, which 
have arrived in the island.. 

This is part of a barter 
agreement negotiated be- 
tween the Jamaica Com- 
modity —. Company 
(J]CTC) and the Guyana 
Rice Board. 

The Minister of Indus- 
try and Commerce, the 
Hon. Douglas Vaz,inspect- 
ing the nce at the Grace 
warehouse, Kingston, 
according ro a JIS release, 


expressed pleasure at the . 


agreement. He said this 
was a first step in what he 
hoped would be a wider 
and more comprehensive 
barter agreement berween 
the rwo countnes. 

Mr. Vaz said negotia- 
tions which had been ini- 
tiated by the JCTC in 
December in Guyana, were 
aimed at “providing a 
broad avenue of opporu- 
nity for manufacturers and 
exporters, to enable them 
to recapture lost markets 
in Guyana”. 

Mr. Vaz praised the 
JCTC for its initianve and 
response to the Govern- 


ment’s export-oriented 


3298 /382 


programme. He said it was 

noteworthy that a compa- 

ny originally established to 

do trading “had developed 

the capability of creating 
_ ee 

The JCTC is responsi- 
ble for handling both the 
importation of the nce and 
the export of the soya 
meal. The sova meal is 
being supplied by Jamaica 
Soya Products Industnes 
Limited JSPI) of Oid Har- 
bour, St. Catherine, a joint 
venture berween the JCTC 
and 1.S. Joseph Company 
Limited of the United 
States. 

The JCTC is at present 
importing some 60,000 
metric tons of soya bean 
annually on behalf of Ja- 
maica Soya Products In- 
dustries, which produces 
once-refined soya oi! for 
supply to the local man- 
ufacturers of soya oil and 
soap. Soya meal, which is 
also a product of this proc- 
ess, is used in production 
of animal feeds. The soya 
meal exported to Guyana 
was from stocks in excess 
of local needs. 

The Guyana barter 
agreement represents che 
second shipment of soya 
meal to leave Jamaica in 
the last few months. 





COUNTRY SECTION BAHAMAS 


UNIONS CHARGE BEC WITH MILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN WASTE 
Reply to ‘Sabotage’ Charges 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 28 Jan 83 pp 1, 12 


[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text] THE BAHAMAS Electrical and Management unions today answered BEC's 
charges of sabotage of power lines with allegations that the embattled cor- 
poration is "wasting millions of dollars.” 


Both unions also said that following investigation of BEC's executive manage- 
ment allegations of January 12, they found that there "were no facts to sup- 
port the charges of sabotage." 


The unions, which have called for an investigation of BEC, said such an inquest 
would show that poor management and not the unions is the root cause of the 
corporation's financial woes. 


"we further state that BEC Executive Management allegations are very cheap, 
malicious propaganda deliberately designed to discredit both unions and their 
membership by conveying to the public the impression that the corporation's 
problems are caused by members of the unions," the unions said in a press 


statement. 


The Electrical Workers Union is headed by Reginald Forbes while the Electrical 
Management Union is led by Gustavus Rolle. 


"Both unions strongly condemned the implication of the Corporation's self- 
serving statement as it contained serious allegations which have not been sub- 


stantiated," they said. 


Newspapers on January 12 carried reports from BEC management which said that 
several recent power failures in New Providence were "deliberately" caused by 
someone "sufficiently skilled and knowledgeable" with BEC's electrical 


equipment. 


The corporation also warned that any employee proven to have been involved “in 
this unethical activity" will be meted the disciplinary action he deserves. 
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In their response the unions called upon the Minister of Works and Utilities, 
Loftus Roker, and Chairman of BEC Milo Butler Jr, to investigate the following 


at BEC. 


--The wasting of millions of gallons of fuel over the past years in the tune 
Of several thousand dollars daily. This leakage of fuel is presently still 


going on; 


--The acquisition of a work permit for an expatriate who was employed by 
another firm; 


--The over-payment of millions of dollars to contractors at the Blue Hills 
and Clifton Pier expansions without proper authorisation; 


--And outstanding and uncollected millions of dollars of electrical accounts. 


"An investigation of the above will show that poor management and not our 
unions is the cause of the financial woes of BEC," the unions said. "Our un- 
ions have no confidence in such a management team which tries to justify the 
increased cost of electricity of consumers by blaming our unions." 


The unions said that they have requested investigation of BEC since 1979, and 
hoped that with the aid of information uncovered in their investigation and 
tuned over to the relevant authorities, the situation at BEC will be cleared 


up once and for all. 


Five days after management's statement, PEC workers staged a massive sick-out 
resulting in a mass disruption of emergency repair services and other work. 


The unions said that their members have many grievances against BEC, whose 
management seemed to be more interested in confrontation than cooperation with 


the workers. 


"We would like to let the public know that as long as the present executive 
team remains in BEC, there will be no industrial peace, harmony or progress 
in BEC," the unions declared. 


It also accused management of showing “utter contempt for the rights of the 
unions by using trainee labour during the current unrest. 


The unions said they were "alarmed and amazed that trainees were exposed to 
the area of emergency and repair work" which at best is hazardous to the 


professional. 


The unions also requested management to publish a detailed report in the press 
to support their statement about the pension plan costing $2 million, and 
charged that the existing Superannuation Scheme is "grossly unfair" to the 


workers. 


"je would like to remind the public that our role as unionists is to protect 
our members against victimization, intimidation, harassment and to provide our 
members with better salary and better working conditions," the unions said. 
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The unions said that this was why a fair pension scheme (also called superan- 
nuation scheme) is vital to the overa]l interest of members, who have given 
many years of dedicated service. 


Saying they cannot understand why management calls their demands 
"unreasonable." 


"The lights may soon go out for BEC, as BEC's management actions are moving 
closer to a head-on confrontation with both unions," they said. 


Unless the BEC manager "changes his colonial slave driving attitude,” they 
said, there will continue to be for a very long time industrial instability 


and conflict. 


"It seems to us that the management of BEC is the worst offender in the area 
of poor industrial relations," the unions said. 


Management have stubbornly maintained a hardline attitude during negotiations 
and refuses to agree to even basic benefits for employees, the unions said. 


"Both unions have concluded that no Pension Plan can ever be negotiated in 
good faith by such a management team, who waste millions of our taxpayers 
money and make public statements contrary to the truth," they added. 


--The news room received a report early this morning that there would be a 
work-stoppage at BEC, but the report did not check-out. All was reported 
quiet at BEC with "work as normal." 


Workers’ Slowdown 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 3 Mar 83 pl 


[Article by Lyn Sweeting] 


[Text] SOME 550 Bahamas Electricity Corporation workers vowed today to con- 
tinue to go slow on the job until the Inudstrial Relations Board rules on 


their two-month-old pension dispute with management. 


Yesterday, crowds of BEC workers, gathered outside the Ministry of Labour and 
Home Affairs office in the Clarence A Building where the negotiations were go- 
ing on, to show support for the continuation of the present "work to rule" 
decision, until BEC management drop the requirement for weekly paid workers to 


contribute to the company's pension plan. 


According to a spokesman for the union, the dispute, filed with the Ministry 
of Labour in January, arose when management "did not deal with the people ade- 


quately" on the pension plan. 


"For the wage workers, people who are paid weekly, there is no pension plan," 
the spokesman said. "Salary paid workers, those who are paid monthly, do not 
want to contribute to this pension plan any more. It is unfair for all the 

workers to be working for the same master and not derive the same benefits." 
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Asked if the go-slow wes related in any way to all the power failures in New 
Providence this past week, he said "to some degree." 


"This means that if an employee is capable of producing 100 items in an hour 
or two of duty, he no longer produces that," he said. "He will produce only 


half as much." 


Followiag the "work to rule," the men refuse to work overtime, adhere strictly 
to their job duties and watch the clock. 


However, the union member said that union leader Reginald Forbes would not be 
calling a strike. 


"There cannot be a strike at the moment because the matter is before the 
Industrial Relations Board," he said. 


The main cable, which supplies electricity to Paradies Island, is broken, 
forcing the island to switch to its emergency generators. BEC reportedly 
needs a crew working round-the-clock to repair it. 


Heavy rains and gusting winds blew down many electrical wires last weekend, 
causing power cuts all over New Providence, including West Street, Dean's 
Lane, Nassau Street, Oakes Field, Wulff Road, Nassau East, and the area of 


Solomon's Lighthouse. 


Freeman Duncanson, Chief Distribution Officer at BEC, told The Tribune yester- 
day that "skeletal crews" were dispatched on Sunday, and "additional crews" 


sent out the next day to "tidy the situation up." 


There have been reports of parts of Soldier Road that have been without 
electricity since 3.30 pm Tuesday. One resident said that BEC "is not even 
logging their calls." Another told how she was forced to carry all of her 
perishable foods to a neighbour's house across the street to save it from 
spoiling. There have also been reports of several elderly people living in 
the area who have been greatly inconvenienced by the power cut, including a 
person who is recently out of the hospital and confined to bed. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


BOMB SCARE BRINGS EVACUATION OF CABINET OFFICE 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 26 Feb 83 p l 


[Text } 
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DEPUTY PRIME Minister 
Arthur Hanna was among 
several hundred people who 
gathered in Rawson Square 
yesterday after the Cabinet 
Office and three Bay Street 
banks were alerted that a bomb 
would go off. It was a false 
alarm. — 

According to a police officer 
guarding the entrance to the 
Churchill Building, a man, who 
disguised his voice, called the 
Computer Department around 
4:40 pm yesterday. The caller 
said that a bomb had been 
planted in the Computer room, 
of the Cabinet Office and was 
scheduled to go off in ten 
minutes. 

The police guard said that 
the Churchill Building was 
evacuated immediately. The 
Deputy Prime Minister was 
seen running down the stairs 
with several police officers. It 
was reported that the Prime 
Minister was off the island 
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yesterday. 

Shortly after the call was 
made to the Churchill Building, 
the Bahamas Development 
Bank received a call from a 
man who said that a bomb had 
also been planted in that 
building Employees were 
evacuated immediately. Similar 
calls were made to the Bank of 
Nova Scotia and the main 
branch of Barclays Bank, Bay 
Street. 

The police guard said no 
bomb squad was called in, but 
several senior police officers 
from Central Police Station 
arrived at the Churchill 
Building to “check out’ the 
Computer room. After the 
buildings were searched and 
nothing discovered, employees 
left Rawson Square for home 
around 5:30 pm. However 
the Depurty Prime Minister 
remained in Rawson Square 
talking with severat people 
until shortly after 6 pm. 








COUNTRY SECTION 


DLP OPENS 3-DAY 'ACADEMY OF POLITICS' TO WEIGH ECONOMY 


Editorial Assessment 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 1 Mar 83 p 4 


{Editorial ] 


{Text ] 


ON Sunday, the Academy of Politics of the 
Democratic Labour Party began a three-day “‘com- 
munity consultation” which is designed to focus at- 
tention on national reconstruction. 

The consultation is based on the view within 
the DLP, and without as well, that Barbados’ 
economy is in a serious state. 

The academy notes: ‘It is generally recognised 
that there are at present serious problems in 
our economy, and while this condition may have to 
some extent been influenced by the general world 
situation, the academy feels that since all wisdom 
with regard to improving the situation does not 
reside in any one sector of the community, Barba- 
dians who are interested in the welfare of their 
country cannot afford to sit back and wait to see 
what happens next.”’ 

The public has therefore been invited to par 
ticipate in the symposium, and from initial response 
it seems as though Barbadians have taken the 
academy at its word. 

There is certainly need for public education of 
the type undertaken by the Academy of Politics. The 
academy: has emphasisea that although the con- 
suitation has been created by the arm of a political 

_ the sessions will be conducted on a non- 
np basis. , 

A number of key contributors have been iden- 
tified to deal with a range of topics which address 
many of the problems faced by the country today. It 
will obvi be very important for the sponsors to 
keep the debate above partisan level. 

Reports from the first day indicate that discus- 
sion was ata high level even if it did not do the rul- 
ing party a great deal of credit or offer heaps of 
public commendation. 

Director of the academy, Mr. J.C. King, has ex- 
pressed the wish that the series will commend itself 


to all persons of goodwill interested in the national | 


welfare. Itisa challenge which must not be 
ignored by the well-intentioned in our midst. 
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Haynes Comments 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 2 Mar 83 p 10 


[Text] 


CSO 
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THE consequences of the 
Government in entering a 
standb arrangement 
with the Internationa! 
Monetary Fund will be: 
more disastrous in the 
fiscal year 1983-1984. 
than it has been so far. 
- Furthermore, said 
Shadow Minister of 
Finance, Dr. Richard 
Haynes, unless a package 
of economic measures is 
intruduced to strengthen 
the export sector of the 
economy while ensuring 
that the agricultural base 
is secured, the country 
could encounter serious 
economic difficulties. 
Haynes said: “We have 
in a large measure 
created the problems we 
face today, and perhaps 
more significantly by in- 
appropriate policy. in- 
struments we have made 
the situation worse.” . 


Haynes made these 
comments Sunday while 
addressing pdarticipants- 
of the “Community Con-- 
sultation’’ programme, 


organised b the 
Academy of Politics in 
George Street. 


Haynes said that it had been 


proved, through indices of levels 


of consumption that stand-by 


rogrammes., pe resulted in’ 
falling standards of living for the 
majority of the citizens of the’ 
country involved. 
_ ‘Haynes explained that “entry 


been established since 
August 1982. 

Haynes thought it ironic that 
while Barbadians had been told 
that the impositions of the fund 
amount of good “housekeeping”’. 
the fund itself had recognised the 
havoc caused by its programmes 
on the economies of developing 
countries. 
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He said that for the IMF to 
achieve its aim of “the restorc- 
tion and maintenance of viability 
in the balance of payments in an 
environment of price stability 
and sustainable rates of 
economic growth" strict terms 
would have to be imposed. 

According to him, the results 
of these harsh terms had been 
retardation of economic growth, 
while placing the total burden of 
adjustment on wage earners and 
those who already have low 
average consumption living 
standards. 

-Noting that an examination of 
some 47 stand-by arrangements 
around the world revealed that 
the conditions placed on. Bar- 
bados did not ciffer quantitative- 
ty or qualitatively from those 
placed on other.developing coun- 
tries. .Haynes dismissed any 
arguments hoiding that Barbados 
was 08 a sound footing. 

He felt that the introduction of 
the high interest rates regime in 
Barbados was inappropriate. 
and had contributed significantly 
to the disruption of economic ac- 
tivity. ; 

He said: “Every sector, except 
the banking sector, has been 
severely hit, resulting in price in- 
creases. business failures. 
unemployment, increased taxa- 
tion and a serious dowmturn in. 
economic activity.” 

He added: ‘‘The arguments put 
forward by the authorities sim- 
ply did not make sense, and this 


high interest rates regime was 
one of the preconditions set by 
the IMF. It is difficult to see how 
anyone remotely familiar with the 
Barbados economy could have 
accepted this condition.” 


He said that while some cur- 
tailment of credit was justifiable 
in the prevailing economic cir- 
cumstances, the widespread use 
of this instrument to include 
areas such as bridging loans for 
housing had been extremely 
damaging to the economy. which 
is so dependent on cash and 
credit. 

To hum. the policy of wage 
restraint, to the extent ad- 
vocated by the IMF was ill- 
advisec, and when put against a 
background of increased taxa- 
tion and increased unemplov- 
ment, must result in predictabie 
social and economic difficulties. 

Haynes concluded that the 
policies being pursued under the 
IMF agreement could. and unless 
deferred. would do further 
damage to the social and 
economic fabric of the society. 











COUNTRY SECTION 


PARLIAMENTARIANS DISCUSS ROLE, STANDARDS OF MEDIA 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 2 Mar 83 p 12 


[Text ] 


BRIDGETOWN, 
Feb. 24 (CANA): 
Parliamentarians in 
Barbados had a go 
at the local Press 
this week, but at 
least one MP called 
on politicians to re- 
spect Journalism as 
a profession while 
appealing for a 
higher standard of 
political discussion 
and awareness. 

The full-scale debare 
on the Press came during 
discussion of supplemen- 
tary resolution for the 
Ministry of information 
and Colrure m the House 
of Assembly, but appeared 
to have been sparked by 
recent criticisms of theme- 
dia by Prime Minister Tom 
Adams. 

Speaking at the roling 

rty’s annual conference 
in monrh, the Prime Min 
ister was especially crincal 
of the media's handling of 
debate on a Bill ro legalise 
abortion and  Govern- 
ment’s decision to seck 
balance of payments sup- 
port from the International 
Monetary Fund. 


ty Prime Minuster, 
Bernard St. John, rold the 
House of Assembly some 
journalists ewher did not 
appreciate what was said, 
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were unable to appreciate 
it, or were downnght bi- 
ased in their presentation. 


Some journalists, he 
said, held a job for which 
they did not have the tal- 
ent nor the competence, 
and Parliamentarians 
should be trying to en- 
courage proper standards. 

Former Attomey Gen- 
eral, Henry Forde, howev- 
er, said Barbados was 
fortunate to have a fea- 
sonable Press, although it 
was lacking m expertise in 
times, im its enthusiasm, 
asked the wrong questions. 

Barbados has two daily 
Mewspapers, four radio 
services, one TV station 
and a monthly news and 
current affairs magazine. 


The ebullient Leader 
of the House, Lionel 
Craig, said: “1 do not care 
about che Press_.che Press 
never gave me a seat and 
the Press can’t take one 
from me...” 


However, he defended 
the Government-owned ra- 
dio and television station, 
the Canbbean Broadcast- 
ing Corporation (CBC), 
saying that the employees 
there now work “in paradi- 
se” compared to the condi- 
tions under which they 
functioned prior to 1976 
when the Opposition Party 
formed the Government. 

Craig, conceded how- 
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should not be crit- 
_ ical of the stanion’s policy, 


Henry Forde, now 
a kbencher, conceded 
thar it was a fact thar 
members of the Press had 
been vilified by politicians 
and he felr the time had 
come when politicians 
should resist the tempta- 
tion to artack journalists 


ex-Foreign Min- 
ister said political parties 
must begim to respect Jour- 
nalism as a profession and 


eo 
Ministry of Education to 


seek training opporunities 
for journalists even if the 
reaaprencs returned ro work 
for private organisations, 
since he felt chat a free 
Press was a bastion against 


dictatorship. 
Forde said politicians 
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criticised the press through 
fear of losing power, but 


he noted that politicians: 


must lose power at some 

time and therefore should 

not harbour such fears. 
However, Craig said he 


could not understand, if. 


one accepted thar the Press 
had a right to cniticise poli- 
ticians, why politicians 
should not have the nght 
to cnucise the Press. 

Opposition Leader, Er- 
rol Barrow, said he be- 
lieved the Press had a right 
to be critical of politicians, 
but he also believed thar 
any MP had a night to 
chastise the Press if it did 
wrong. However, he said, 
he did not believe in per- 
sonal vilification. 

Mr. Barrow r Py os 
the appointment of a truly 
independent broadcasting 
authority here, pointing 
out that as as Govern- 
ment named the members 
of the existing body, it 
would be criticised. 

He suggested thar an 
independent authority 
should comprise represen- 
tatives of a journalists as- 
sociation, the Ecumenical 
Council, a public officer, 
the Chamber of Com- 
merce, The Workers 
Union and other such bod- 


les. 

Another Opposition 
Member, Dr. Richie 
Hynes, dissociated “himself 
from attacks on the Press, 
saymg that he recognised 
the “lumitamons” of the 
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Press at all levels. 

He charged that the 
Press had recognised that it 
had been fed a diet of 
untruths by the ruling Par- 
ty and now that it was 
examining what was being 
put out by the Party, it was 
being attacked. 

Transport and Works 
Minister, Vic Johnson, said 
the country would be il- 
Iserved when every day 
one had to get up and 
curse the Press. He said 
public figures suffered at 
the hands of journalists 
daily, adding that there 
was a situation in Barbados 
where people were saying 
that the Press should nor 
be cniticised. 

The Minister felt crit- 
icism was necessary when 
note was taken of some of 
the articles and writers ap- 


pearing in local newspa- 


pers. 
Opposition Member, 
Erskine Sandiford, while 
agreeing that the Press 
should be criticised, felt 
that it should not, howev- 
er, be undermined. 
Sandiford, who is Dep- 
uty Leader of the Opposi- 
tion, said there was no 
point in saying that the 
Press was doing a bad job, 
if while it was doing its 
duty it was subjected to 
such attacks, which he felr 
could break the spirit of 
the Press and create a situ- 
ation where the downward 
slope of national aftairs 
became even sreeper. 
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NEW PAPER, 'DRUM,' IN WAR OF WORDS WITH 'NEW CHRONICLE’ 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 16 Mar 83 p 6 


{Text } 


ROSEAU, Dominica’ 
March 6 (CANA): 
A was of words has 


“developed in Dominica be- 


tween two nival indepen-- 
dent newspapers, the 
‘Drum’ and the ‘New 


Chronicle’. | 
Ir started after ‘The 


Drum’ published the ad- 
vertising rates of its com- 
petitot nexto to thers to 
woo customers. — 


The ‘Drum’ also said: 


the public should give it “a’ 


chance ta survive” becadse 
the “New Chronicle’ had 
the support of a “unique 
subsidising agency.” 

“This represents a star- 
tling and significant depar- . 
ture from what is generally 
accepted throughout the 
region, and indeed the 
world, as proper, accepra- 
ble and ethical promotion 
within the newspaper in- 
dustry,” replied the ‘New 
Chronicle”, which has 
been in existence for over 
70 vears. 


“With regard tos. hrs 
slam that the ‘New 
Chronicle’ is enjoying the 
support of a unique subsi- 
dising agency, we wish to 
remind readers that we 
have been in the newspa- 
per business for over a 
vears and we can baast 
thar we know accurately 
what it costs to produce a 
16-page newspaper. added 
the ‘Chronicle’. 
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The — three-month-old 
‘Drum’ is being pubiished 
by American-born anutra- 
lized citizen, Yssit Hamid, 
who in the second edition 
ot his paper accused the 
owners of the ‘New 
Chronicle’ and its pub- 
lishers — Tropical Printers 
— of wanting to destroy 
his paper. 

Hamid had charged 
thar atrer being given 2 
contract to ensure the pub- 
licatton of his weekly, 
Tropical Printers, with the 
urging of Government 
Ministers, had rejected the 
offer at the 1lith hour, 
despite the fact thar some 
of the material for the 
paper had alreddy been 
submitted for printing. 

The ‘Drum’ is now 
pnnted in Antigua and Bar- 
buda. 

“I stand firmly by every 
word in the star head- 
lined “The Drum in tia- 
mes” which clearls 
indicated thar the board o! 
directors of the ‘New 
Chronicle’, which includes 
Ministers ot Government: 
and the hierarchy’ of the 
Catholic Church, sab 
otaged the ‘Drum’ newspa- 
per, wrote Hamid. 

“If  mecessary, even 
more can be said abour 
this malicious attempt 10 
stuitle the tree press ot Do- 
minica,” Hamid remarked 
m his latesr edition. 

Hamid has said he 
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found nothing “unethical” 
and unprincipled about the 
advertising of comparative 
prices in any industry.” 

. He said that his news- 
paper, which is maintained 
by “paid advertisement, 
sales and loans from indi-' 


viduals,” -was “not so for-" 
tunate as the Roman’ 


Catholic-maintained *New 
Chronicle’. . as 
_ “No religious, political 
or governmental institution 
of any kind assists the 
‘Drum’ newspaper, - . said 
Hamid, adding thar ‘New. 
Chronicle’ Tropical Print- 
ers was started by che 
Catholic Church. 

The ‘war’ has also. fo- 
cused oa_the paper's arti- 


tude to press freedom- 


+ Said che ‘New Chron 
cle’ the public should be 
reminded that the ‘New 
Chronicle’ was in the vang- 
uard of ‘the struggle for a 


free press in Dominica in 


1979, a struggle which was 


won and now ensures press 


freedom in. this country. 


"Where was the Drum 6r its 


publishers during that. 


“Mr. Hamid needs to 
wait until such time that 
he and his “Drum” has so 


made a similarly subsantial 


contribution to press free- 
dom and to Deminica be- 
fore the ‘Drum’ begins to 
blow its own trumpet,” it 
declared. 

The “Drum’ accused the 


‘New Chronicle” ot print- 


3298/442 


33 








ing only matters that were 
ot interest to its Owners 
and the political interest it 
allegedly serves. 

‘as far as | am con- 
cerned, in 1979 the ‘New 
Chronicle’ Tropical Print- 
ers was engaged in a strug: 
a to protect the ‘New. 

ronicle’ rights to mould 
opinion in its own liking, 
not anticipating’ that the: 
‘Drum’ newpspaer . would 
launch a_ tree press 
movement in .Domin- 
ica....,” Hamid said. 


“In view of the 70 years 
plus of ‘longevity of the 
‘New Chronicle Tropical 
Printers, | would expect 
the conscience of the na- 
tion to be wiser in dealing 
with its young competitor, 
the heart beat and tempo 
of the Dominica people, 
the ‘Drum’, said Hamid. 


Accusation of being 
Communist have been 
hurled at the editor and 
publishers of the ‘Drum’ 
by .the ‘New Chronicle’, 
with Hamid replying that 
“Whoever opposes US. 
imperialism unfortunately 
is called a Communist in 
Domiffica. This is just not 
true. My- opposition to 
Russiar imperialism is 
clear.” 

The ‘Drum’ has reduced 
its selling price to that of 
‘New Chronicle’, and plans: 
ro go on sale on Fridays, 
the same day the ‘New 
Chronicle’ hits the street. - 








COUNTRY SECTION 


BANANA FARMERS CALL FOR REVISION OF PACT MADE WITH USAID 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 2 Mar 83 p 7 


(Text } 


jected 

signed between the 

government and the United 

States Agency for International 

athe at (USAID), for 
banana 


ent between 
States Agency for Internat 


greement should not 
include the the v chosing out of the 
local Banana Growers Associa- 


ee 


“Gnier the agreement — which 
the government had signed with 
USAID — a new company 

“the Dominica Banana 


the USAID grant proposals.” 
The resolution also called for 
district —— ti. the associa- 
tion to submit ‘areas requiring 
amendments of the USAID grant 
~~¥ to be submitted to the 
rd of management of the 
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round of negotiations can begin. 
Addressing the farmers. 
Dominica Prime Minister 
Eugenia Charles said that her 
government had informed the 
USAID officials about the 
farmer's rejection of the new 
compeny to run their affair, and 
that USAID had no objections. 


“I am not prepared to force 
the idee of the company down the 
grower's throat,” she seid, ad- 
ding: “the growers have shown 
— 
company . 

But Miss Charles. who is also 
minister for finance, noted thet 
growers needed to ensure that 
the industry receive the financial 
aid portion of the agreement. 


“I am quite sure we will havg 


to agree that one has to make it 
0 = try) financially viable," 


Minister of Agriculture 
Alexander, who also 
addressed the meeting, said the 
problems surrounding the in 
Sastry remained the same, ‘if 
not worse”, and that government 
was continuing to seek aid for the 
industry. — 


The farmers also rejected three 
other resolutions put before them. 
es a counter proposal by 

Dominica Farmers Union 
PU which submitted s number 
¢ recommendations it thought 
et necessary to pursue. inorder 
to put the industry oa a better 
financial footing. {CANA-Reuter} 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


BRIEFS 


ROTTING CROPS--Roseau, Sat., (Cana) The Dominica Farmers Union, which say 
it groups about 2,500 planters, has alleged that some agricultural crops 
are rotting here because of difficulties in getting them sold. A DFU 
Statement made particular reference to such crops as grapefruits, yams and 
ground provisions, and said that it was "calling for an improvement in the 
marketing of agricultural produce." The DFU said that information it had 
been able to gather over the past few months indicated that there is a 
significant market for these and other crops in the neighbouring island. 
"We urge all institutions and organisations involved to take immediate 
steps towards the establishment of a stable and regular market for our agri- 
cultural produce in the neighbouring countries of the Organisation of 
Eastern Caribbean States and the wider Caribbean Community (Caricom) 
region," the union said. The DFU was ready to assist government and other 
agencies towards the realisation of this goal, it said. [Text] [Port-of- 
Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 6 Feb 83 p 16] 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


GRENADA 


FOCUS ON ECONOMY AT PUBLIC MEETINGS, IN LEADER REMARKS 


Conference Plans 


St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 23 Feb 83 p 1 


[Text] THE second national 
conference to discuss 
this year's draft bud- 
get and plan, will 
now be held tomorrow 
at the Dome, Grand 
Anse . 

The conference of 

Delegates of Mass Or- 

ganisations on the 

Economy, which was first 

postponed from February 

15 to 18, did 

not come off because 

more time was needed to 

organise it. 

Minister of National 
Mobilisation Selwyn 
Strachan explained that © 
the document is twice 
the size of last year's, 
and is taking more time 
to prepare. 

His ministry also wants 
to ensure that there are 
sufficient copies for 
each participant at the 
conference and at the 
zonal and parish councils 
which will follow to 
discuss the draft bud- 
get and plan, and Min. . 
Strachan felt more time 
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was needed for these to 
be printed. 

The seminar for work- 
shop leaders which pre- 
ceeded the conference 
was also put off to 
today, at York House 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Some 1,100 delegates 
from mass organisations 
and trade unions will 
discuss the draft 
budget and plan at the 
conference. Deputy 
Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance 
Bernard Coard will 
analyse the econany's ‘ 
performance in 1982, and 
reveus projections for 
1983. 

Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop will talk on 
the conference's im 
portance, following which 
delegates will break up 
into workshops to 
discuss the analysis 
and projections. 

Yransport leaves the 
various villages between 
6.30 and 7 a.m. 














Bishop Speech 


St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 26 Feb 83 Conference of the Economy 
Special Supplement pp 1-4 


[Address by Prime Minister Maurice Bishop to the Second National Conference of 
Delegates of Mass Organisations on the Economy, at the Dome in Grand Anse, on 


Thursday February 24, 1983] 


[Text] "I want to begin by recognising and saluting the tremendous work done 
by the comrades in the Ministry of Planning, Finance and Trade and in other 
Ministries, enterprises and departments in the public sector and, in particu- 
lar, the outstanding work and continuing leadership of the Minister of Fi- 
nance, Planning and Trade, Cde. Bernard Coard. 


"We are in a situation today, as a small country in a big world where we find 
our economy under all kinds of pressures from outside. And it is well known, 
and Cde. Coard's report has once again confirmed, that our economy is severe- 
ly tied to the capitalist world. 


"Our economy, therefore, continues to be buffeted and beaten by the deep 
crisis now gripping the economies of the industrialised West. We have a sit- 
uation today where between 35 to 40 million people are unemployed in the so- 
called OECD countries--the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment. This obviously has serious implications for us, as they try to find 
ways to bring back some jobs and see what they can do to boost production in 
their own economies. 


"As part of that crisis we also have the situation where a number of develop- 
ing countries with tremendous resources of their own, like Mexico, Brazil and 
Argentina, find themselves with unbelievably staggering debts that they have 
to pay back. Countries with huge oil reserves, yet they have these massive 
débts to meet. 


"And this crisis has become so grave that those who control the international 
financial and monetary system advanced a meeting of the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) recently, by a few months, to discuss this 
crisis, because they were concerned that if a country like Mexico, owing more 
than $80 billion in debt was not able to pay back that debt, then the whole 
commercial and financial system could collapse overnight. So their concen- 
tration and focus has been on these bigger and more economically powerful 


developing countries. 


"But, side by side with the Mexicos of this world, there is a real crisis 
facing a lot of other developing countries. The most recent estimates that we 
have seen, for example, indicate that about 40 other developing countries each 
have debts of over $1 billion, which means $40 billion to be : Sper: Such is 
the nature of the crisis we face. 


"In 1981 and 1982, the developing countries lost over $85 billion in purchas- 
ing power because of the low prices they receive for what they produce, 
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because of the high interest rates charged by Reagan's United States, and be- 
cause it has become much more difficult to get credits and loans. 


"The crisis therefore is deep and serious. It has generated a lot of inter- 
national discussion and debate about the correct way forward, about the best 
way to get out of this crisis, how small poor states and developing countries 
can break out of this cycle of depression. 


"Those ideologues for the capitalist and imperialist systems have been sug- 
gesting that the correct way forward is for the US economy to act like a loco- 
motive, as they put it, to stimulate the world economy. They argue that the 
correct way forward is for all the countries in the developing world to tie 
themselves more and more to international capitalism and imperialism, and this 
debate has reached our corner of the world in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
It is in the context of this mighty ideological debate that I want to make my 


remarks today. 


"Many of you may have seen the recent articles in 'Time' magazine, ‘Business 
Week’, the ‘Washington Post' and newspapers in this region, where they are 
looking at Grenada because Grenada clearly represents the possibilities of a 
new social, economic and political path of development and a new way forward, 
and they are concerned to see how our experiment works. 


"And, therefore, listening to Cde. Coard and reading the report on the 
economy, the first thing that strikes you most forcefully is to what extent 
this report helps to give us an answer to this debate that's raging in the 


world. 


"Tl wish to suggest several ways in which we can form answers to this debate 
from today's exercise. The very first thing that is clear and obvious and 
undeniable to all is that there has been consistent growth in Grenada's 


economy over the past four years. 


"It is equally clear that over the same period of time there has been a con- 
sistent rise in the standard of living of our people, a consistent increase in 
the number of jobs we have been able to provide for our people, and consistent 
increases in production and consistent growth in the state sector of our econ- 
omy. All of these are facts and figures that no one can challenge. 


"But, we must never forget the negative growth in the years of the Gairy dic- 
tatorship, that whole period in the 1970s when our economy grew backwards, and 
we must contrast that with what happened from 1979: 2.1 per cent growth in 
that year, three per cent growth in 1980, three per cent in 1981 and in 1982, 
that fantastic growth of 5.5 per cent, the highest that we know of in the 
Western Hemisphere. 


"This is an extraordinary achievement for our small country and brave people. 
We know from the figures available that there has been much more construction 
activity, much more infrastructural development, much more technology intro- 

duced, many more jobs created. We know, this in part, from the public expen- 
diture figures which have been dramatic over the past four years. 
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"Consider Gairy's last year, 1978, when $8 million was spent on capital pro- 
jects compared with the first year of the Revolution when $16 million was 
spent, $39 million in the second year, $79 million in the third, and last year 
$101.5 million, making a total of $237 million spent on public programmes 


since the Revolution. 


"These facts tell us that we are on the right road. They are definite indica- 
tors that the path we have chosen to follow and the experiment we are engaged 
in is correct. It tells us that the standard of living of our people has 
risen, that every year the real standards of living have gone up, last year by 


three per cent. 


"We know that too, from the continuance of free health care, of free educa- 
tion, of house repair (17,244 people benefitted last year), of the free milk 
programme which distributed 73,000 lbs of milk every month last year and will 
continue at the same monthly amount this year. So our economic growth and 
development is real and undeniable. 


"But we must also pause and reflect on something we have taken for granted, 
something that only last night Cde. Michael Manley was reminding us of, and it 
is something outside of the material benefits the Revolution has brought; the 
development of our structures of participation. 


"It is something we take for granted because we are now in the habit of dis- 
cussing our economy, of knowing what is happening in our country, of going to 
zonal and parish councils. We take that for granted. But the outside world 
does not take that for granted. To them this is a modern-day miracle taking 
place right here in free, revolutionary Grenada. 


"Let us never forget, therefore, this extraordinary participation by our 
people, in these new grassroots organs of popular democracy that we are 
building and developing. 


"Consider how this report came to be presented this morning. Let us start 
with the fact that in all Ministries, state enterprises and Government de- 
partments over the last 12 months, may different people have been involved in 
preparing facts and figures about production, in trying to estimate productiv- 
ity, in looking at the wage fund, in trying to establish inventories, so that 
we are able to do the technical and material supplies balance that is so 


important. 


"More and more every day, different bureaucrats and technocrats in all of 
these places are trying to prepare careful, precise and realistic plans for 
their particular enterprises. Think of the work of the comrades in the Macro- 
Planning Unit of the Ministry of Planning, comrades who went off two weeks ago 
and spent 14 days in Carriacou working on the preparation of this morning's 


report. 


"Think of the work being done at the level of our Government: in our Cabinet, 
in the weekly meetings of the Ministers of the economy, the State Sector 
Monitoring Committee and other critical committees that give us a greater 
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indication and more knowledge of how our economy works and what we can do to 
build it even further. 


"Think of the work at the level of the Party" in the Party committees, in the 
general meetings, in the discussions by every single member of the Party about 
the economy and budget and plan and about what ways Party structures and com- 
mittees can ensure that what we plan gets implemented. 


"Think of the work by our working class, of their production and emulation 
committees, their monthly meetings, their worker education classes where the 
economy is discussed on a regular basis. And think, too, of our people's 
involvement through their zonal councils and parish councils, an involvement 
that will deepen even more this year as these zonal councils begin to elect 
their own watchdog committees to monitor the economy and the implementation of 


the plan. 


"Think of this second historic conference this morning, as over 1,000 dele- 
gates sit here with the greatest amount of discipline in a very hot room 
follow Cde. Coard carefully, as he reviews the economy for 1982 and sets out 
the budget and plan proposal for 1983. 


"Consider what will happen tomorrow and for the weeks after that when we all 
hit the road and go out to the zonals, to the ordinary masses of our country 
bringing the good economic news to them, informing them about what happened 
last year and seeking from them their advice, criticisms, recommendations, 
suggestions and proposals as to what should go into the budget and plan for 


1983. 


Dozens more of these zonal councils will be held starting tomorrow, and in 
each of these councils the ordinary salt of the Grenadian earth will discuss 
the report, will break up into workshops and will analyse in great detail and 
depth what they feel is required for this period. 


"That is real, true, genuine, living participatory democracy of the highest 
possible order and we must not forget that. 


"T also want to emphasise the importance of the process of planning that has 
begun to develop in our country. Virtually nothing is more difficult for any 


human being to do than to plan. 


"Most people prefer to get up in the morning, roll out of bed, jump into the 
shower, eat some breakfast, go to work, come back home, play some dominoes, go 
back to sleep, get back up next morning and start the same routine all over 
again. That is how most people live their lives in most parts of the world 
and, of course, that is not a satisfactory existence. 


"But after four years of the revolutionary experience in this country, can we 
not honestly say that our people are beginning more and more to move to work- 
plans, to work-schedules, to keeping diaries, to organising their time and 
organising their lives. 














"How many times have we come across an ordinary member of the masses and we 
ask, "Comrade, what are you doing later this week? and in answering, he or 
she will list out CPE class Tuesday night, militia Wednesday, community work 
brigade Sunday, in between that an NWO meeting and a worker education class 
and so on. 


"Sometimes we even discover that ordinary members of the masses have their own 
diary with their appointments and schedules listed, so much so that at one 
point last year a’l diaries in town were sold out. 


"That is really a fantistic development and we should reflect on it. The fact 
is that planning does not come easily and if we have been able in just a short 
period of time to encourage our people to plan their lives, that too, is a 
remarkable achievement. 


"Let me offer one small illustration of this point. Let us look at the 
Grenada Farms Corporation (GFC). Before the Revolution these farms which 
Gairy had grabbed were places where he had small ponds with crayfish and lob- 
ster being cultivated for Evening Palace, Places where every week trucks would 
go up and bring down all the fruits and vegetables for Evening Palace and Rock 
Gardens; places where absolutely no planning existed; places of political 
patronage. Our farms were run down, devastated, desolate--and unproductive. 


"What has happened after four years, and in particular in the last few weeks: 
We have had the most extraordinary experiement taking place on GFC, just in 
the last two weeks. Cde George Louison, the Minister of Agriculture, along 
with Cde. Lt. Colonel Layne as the chairman of the GFC board of directors, 
have been meeting night and day with the managers of the state farm. 


"Over the past three weeks they have used every available weekend to work 
around the clock, to look at questions such as gross production of how much 
will be produced this year, at the value of production, at the cost of produc- 
tion, at how much capital investment will be spent this year at GFC, and 
finally, they looked at the critical question of how many workers must be en- 
ployed and what will be the value of the goods that each worker will produce, 
the question of labour productivity. These five important questions have been 
analysed at length by these comrades over the past few days. 


"They have reached the point now where they have developed a series of plans 
for the GFC for 1983; plans for each farm; for clusters or groups of farms; 
and then an overall plan for the GFC enterprise as a whole. By such planning 
the GFC, for the very first time, will be in a position to have indicators and 
measurements at the end of the year to determine what progress they have made. 


"Next year, these comrades will begin to plan out the production on each field 
on each farm, and in 1985, they will move to reduce that further into sections 
of fields, so as to determine the section of the field over which each worker 


has responsibility. 


"That is what planning is all about, and this has begun to happen at the GFC, 
and right now these plans are being discussed by the supervisors, the clerks 
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and the foremen, and over the next few weeks, these discussions will involve 
the agricultural workers themselves, because they are are the ones who will 
implement any plan, and therefore, they must be fully involved in agreeing on 
the contents of the plan. 


"That is almost a miraculous development, a remarkable transformation from 
producing lobster and crayfish for one man, to a place where there is now 
serious planning, which we have no doubt will produce tremendous results for 
the country as a whole over the years to come. 


"All of this has been possible because of the collective work of our people, 
our Party and our Government; because of our practice of laying bare the prob- 
lems of the country and calling on the people to be involved in the solutions 
to those problems. That is why hard work has been stressed so much by us. 
That is why we have chosen to name 1983 the Year of Political and Academic 


Education. 


"Political education will ensure that our people understand how imperialism 
operates and how capitalism works and what we can do to break out of the 
current capitalist crisis. 


“Academic education will not only make our people dignified, will not only 
give our people self-fulfillment and personal satisfaction, but will also pre- 
pare our people for the new Grenada, for the new economy, for the new technol- 
ogy we will introduce. That academic education will ensure that production 
and productivity is increased, that our people will participate more and more 
in the planning of our economy and our country. 


"and I want to remind you all that there is a link between all of this work 
and the work we have continued to do on the regional and international fronts. 
The regional and international struggle is inseparable from the economic 
struggle we are waging in Grenada. 


"ret us reflect on the history of our Caribbean, when they enslaved us and 
made us produce raw materials for them, and later took these raw materials 
virtually free from us, and made us buy their expensive manufactured items. 
That was the economic basis of their colonialism. 


"Today, under imperialism, they continue to control the markets, to keep our 
goods out of their markets, to hold on to the new and modern methods of pro- 
duction, to control the new technology, to control the international monetary 
and financial system. So they set high interest rates and ensure that commer- 
cial banks either do not lend to countries like ours, or when they do, it is 
with these very high interest rates, 17 and 18 per cent, and then virtually 
ask for our whole country as security. 


"Through their control of this international system they also make sure we get 
low prices for what we produce while they make us pay high prices for what we 
must buy from them. Through this control of the international monetary sys~- 

tem, the imperialists have established their big institutions like the IMF and 


the World Bank. 














"Only a few weeks ago in Washington, Cde. Coard once more had to struggle with 
the IMF and the World Bank, and once again had to hear the World Bank people 
putting forward their usual case that the reason they don't like to lend to 


$50 or $100 million loan to a big country. So they ignore the small loans. 
They are almost Saying it is a curse to be small and to have a small economy. 


"The IMF, on the other hand, not only discriminates in its lending policies 
but they set such conditions that make it very difficult for the smallest and 
poorest states, particularly the progressive ones, to obtain funds from them. 


"And therefore, one of the major struggles we have been engaged in, and it is 
one that we must always connect with the local Struggle, is for reform of the 
international monetary and financial system. 


"We have been calling for a Caribbean advisor to be attached to the Canadian, 
Irish and Caribbean consistuency of the IMF and the World Bank. This Carib- 
bean adviser will be there to seek our interest. 


"We have been involved in the struggle for an increase in commodity prices. 
Some people shrug their shoulders and give up and say: "Forget the struggle 
for a new international economic order, forget the Struggle to have them 
establish a special commodity fund because you can't win that struggle! 


"We do not take Such a view. 


"We believe its very important for Grenada to add its voice to the cry of the 
developing world in making these demands on the international system which 
continues to oppress and exploit us. And that is a Struggle we have been wag- 
ing since 1979, and it is a Struggle that, with equal force and energy, we 
will take up again next week in Hew Delhi at the Non-Aligned Conference, be- 
cause we believe that the Struggle on the regional and international front is 


critical. 


"It is very important for us never to underestimate the necessity of that 
Struggle, but to understand the vital need for all developing countries to 
Stand together, to keep their unity. The pressures on Third World economies 
are so great that the temptation to accept the crumbs thrown off the table is 


a real one. 


"Yet, our only real Strength is in standing together. Unity on the regional 
front and on the international front in confronting imperialism is as import- 
ant as unity on the local front in fighting counter-revolution. The unity of 
our workers, our farmers, our women, Our youths, the unity of all our people 
is the biggest guarantee we have of being able to beat back destabilisation 
and ensure that the march of the Revolution continues to go forward. And that 
is why General Austin had to Speak to us a while ago. 


"What these counter-revolutionary elements recognise clearly is that the unity 
of the Revolution has continued, that the progress made in four years has 
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continued, that the regional and international prestige of the Revolution has 
continued. What they see before them is more and more projects coming on 
stream every month, and another March 13th coming up. 


"What they understand clearly is that among the masses of the Caribbean, the 
Grenada experiment is being watched with increasing interest and admiration. 
THey understand that despite their desperate efforts to stop the international 
airport, this project continues to move ahead and will be completed over the 
next 12-15 months. There is no doubt that {word illegible] international air- 
port, our runway to freedon, will open next year. 


"We have to understand the problems that these elements have when they [words 
illegible] but instead make up lies. When they face our Revolution they see 
no brambling, no 'mamaguying', so they have to face up to the reality of a 
people who understand the truth about what people with a budget is happening 
in their country. 


"When they face our country they have to stand up to the reality of a people 
who are conscious and are participating in building their own process. When 
they face up to Grenada they see a leadership that accounts to the people and 
is involved from day to day with the people in building the process; they see 


growth and progress. 


"Where else among our neighbours can we speak of so many jobs that have been 
created with the speed with which they have been generated in Grenada? Where 
else can we speak of the growth of the social wage having increased so dra- 
matically, of the standard of living which has risen, of the people's 
democracy? 


"Where else in the region can we speak about a Minister of Finance who does 
not go to Parliament with a black box containing his secret budget but who 
goes to the that the people themselves helped to make? 


"Where else can these elements find such unity at the must know that Sparrow, 
level of Party, Government and people? No where else! And that is why ru- 
mours are all they have. But they need to understand that rumours cannot stop 
the onward march of the Revolution, cannot stop greater production, greater 
productivity, greater planning, greater participation, greater profits, 
greater progress. 


"When they come with rumours, throw back the six Ps in their faces: produc- 
tion, productivity, planning, participation, profits, and progress. The six 
Ps will whip them into the ground. 


"The elements must know, once again, that in Grenada we are united in our 
struggle to build this new experiment which is destined to establish a new 
civilization. We are united in our struggle locally, regionally and 
internationally. 


"These elements son of the Grenadian soil, when he sang his calypso, "Young 
and Strong', we took it to heart. The Revolution's young and strong and we're 
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not afriad of any CIA or any rumour-mongers. These ele- 1980, remember those 
in the Gang of 26 who ments must understand that his Revolution must be 


respected. [as printed] 


"And let us remind them of the worlds of another great calypsonian, another 
son of the soil living in Grenada, the words of Flying Turkey, who said 'No 
backward reaction can stop this Revolution’. 


"Tell these elements who want to spread rumours, since that is all they have 
left, that rumours cannot keep this Revolution from going forward. Tell them 
as they spread their rumours, and as they hope to use those rumours as the 
basis for their plots in the future, that they must remember the plot of 
November 1979, remember April 26, 1980, remember those who killed on June 19, 
1980 those who killed on November 17, tried to push their newspaper that was 
masking counter-revolution, remember Ayub and Duck. Tell them to remember all 
of these elements who tried but failed, and if they try to use rumours to de- 
stabilise this Revolution; tell them this Revolution is strong, strong, strong 
and is moving forward stronger, stronger, stronger, until together we get 
strongest, strongest, strongest. 


"Tell them what we have told them before: Rewards for the producers and man- 
ners for the counters heavy, heavy, heavy manners. 


So, together, let us go forward, Let us spread the word about our budget and 
plan to our people. Let us move forward to more political education, to more 
academic education, to more training courses, and seminars. Let us make sure 


that the Six Ps: production, productivity, planning, participation, profits 
and progress--continue to go forward. Let us move forward with seriousness, 


détermination, with full unity, with the energy and vigour of a free and 
revolutionary people to build our new vision of Grenada." 


Suggestions for Budget 


St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 2 Mar 83 pp 6-7 


[Text] GRENADIANS have been making full use of their new democratic struc- 
tures over the last few days to discuss this year's draft budget and national 
economic plan. 


A series of zonal council meetings throughout the country began last week and 
are continuing, as a follow-up to last Thursday's second Conference of Dele- 
gates of Mass Organisations on the Economy, attended by some 1,000 persons. 


At these council meetings, the people discuss Finance Minister Bernard Coard's 
report on the national economy, and make suggestions they would like to see 
included in the budget and plan. 


In a zonal council held in St. David's last Friday, residents of Pomme Rose 
and surrounding areas suggested that government undertake measures to increase 
the country's coffee production by encouraging farmers and state farms to grow 


more coffee. 
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They recommended that the supervision of road construction should be improved 
and that materials should be used better so as to prevent waste. 


More emphasis should be placed on poultry rearing, they suggested, to increase 
the local meat supply and thereby cut back on imports. 


Another suggestion was that government should seek non-traditional markets for 
the island's three main export crops cocoa, nutmeg and bananas and that the 
Marketing and National Importing Board (MNIB) should import tools at cheaper 
prices for agricultural workers. 


At a zonal council in GrandRoy, residents recommended that reinforcement walls 
should be constructed for roads near to the sea. 


Government vehicles should be parked in a central area and there should be 
better monitering of tools belonging to the Ministry of Construction. 


On ways to deal with rumour-mongering, they said that rumour-mongers should be 
arrested and put to work on the international airport site in Point Salines. 
Among other suggestions were that a tribunal be set up to deal with persons 
charged with praedial larceny. 


A wide range of other suggestions were made at a workers’ parish council, held 
at Butler House, St. George's on Monday night. It was suggested that the MNIB 
should be decentralised, with more depots set up throughout the country, and 
that it should import a wider range of goods to cut down on the variety of 
brands that are imported. 


More emphasis on teaching agricultural work in the nation's schools and intro- 
ducing new work norms on state farms to encourage youths’ involvement in agri- 
culture were also recommended. 


Under tourism, the people suggested that hotels should use more local products 
and spices grown in Grenada should not be imported. 


As in most other zonal councils, it was also suggested that serious eiforts 
should be made to produce sugar locally so as to reduce improts. In this re- 
gard, they called for more incentives for sugar-cane farmers. 


Cabinet will be studying these suggestions, and others made at similar meet- 
ings for incorporation into the 1983 budget and national plan. 


CSO: 3298/445 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


GRENADA 


WHITEMAN COMMENTS ON FOREIGN POLICY, NONALIGNMENT 


St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 2 Mar 83 p 5 


[Text } 


MINISTER of Foreign 
Affairs, Unison White- 
man has described the 
Non-Aligned Movement — 
meeting he is now at- 
tending in Delhi, India, 
as important to small 
island states. : 

In ‘Perspective '83"', 
a recently-launched TV 
programme on which 
journalists talk to 
mtinisters of the People' 
Revolutionary Government 
(PRG), Min. Whiteman 
said a number of import- 
ant economic and politi- 
cal issues will be dis- 
cussed, at the meeting. 

Economic items in- 
clude the new inter- 
national economic order 
among developing coun- 
tries in view of re- 
cession in developed | 
capitalist countries, 
and procedures on the 
Law of the Sea. 

Political issues centre 
around the struggles of 
the people of Southem 
Africa and peace within 
Central America. Min. 
Whiteman revealed that 
Grenada was proposing 
a specific item calling 


N 
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for special programmes 

to assist small island 

states disadvantaged by 
their size. 

Qn a regional note, he 
said that relations with 
Grenada and its Carib- 
bean sisters continues 
to be good, and noted 
that one government in 


- particular was anxious 


to talk with the PRG. 
This he saw as "a step 
in the right direction". 


‘*In its 10 years of 


existence, Min. White- 
man said there was an 
improvement in trade 
among the countries 
within the Caribbean 
Commmity (Caricom), 

and a "greater spirit of 
working together in re- 
cent years."' One iimita- 
tion which Caricom stiil 
faces, he said, was 
its inability to achieve 
sufficient "'people-to- 
people interchange", 

a problem tied to high 
airline costs. 

_ On Grenada’s relations 
with other countries, 
Min. Whiteman said the 
country wished to main- 
tain relations with 
Wester countries 








but found it necessary 
to broaden its rela- 
tions to include other 
countries including 
socialist countries, 
which offer trade po- 
tential. This was in 
keeping with the spirit 
of non-alignment, he 
said.\Qn relations be- 
tween Grenada and the 
United States, he said 
conflicting signals 
have been coming from 
Washington. There has 
been a decrease in the 
US rhetoric and hostility, 
and a reduction in the 
intensity of its attack 
on Crenada. Some weeks. 
ago, however, Vice 
President George Bush 
attacked Grenada, Min 
Whiteman reported, and 
a US-sponsored anti- 
Grenada pamphlet was 
circulated in Managua, 
Nicaragua. 

The US has made no 
move to establish re- 
lations with Grenada, 


and is still not prepared 


to exchange ambassadors 
to the coutnry, Min. 
Whiteman said. The re- 
cent accreditation of 
Barbados embassy staff 
to Grenada is too small 
an incident to taik of 
a change in US policy 
towards Grenada, since 
it wasn't necessary to 
accredit these people. 
Min. Whiteman defend- 
ed Grenada's support of 
Argentina and Afghanis- 
tan pointing out that 
its support for Argen- 
tina's sovereignty over 
the Malvinas was shared 
by the Non Aligned Move- 
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ment which represents 
half of mankind. This 
shows, he said, that 
Grenada was in the main- 
stream of world opinion. 

“The Afghanistan issue 
has not been correct- : 
ly explained, Min. White- 
man felt, adding that 
the issue for Grenada 
was whether a fellow 
revolutionary country 
needing assistance 
should accept it. 

He said that Af- 
ghanistan indicated that 
its revolution was 
threatened by counter- 
revolutionary forces 
based in Pakistan. If 
a country can't defend 
itself, Min. Whiteman 
felt it had the right 
to receive help from 
other countries. 

Grenada's foreign 
policy has made the 
country well known and 
respected in the world 
today, with many coun- 
tries sympathetic to- 
wards its aspirations, 
Min. Whiteman said. 
Because of its support 
of just struggles and 
its position on issues 
such as the Malvinas 
crisis, countries are 
aware Of Grenada's 
principles, so that 
when Grenada speaks to 
them of technical and 
economic support, they 
respond favourably. 


Grenada's foreign 
policy is based on good 
neighbourliness, anti- 
imperialism, anti- 
colonialism, and the 
quest for world peace, 
he said. 
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Grenada also supports 
liberation struggles 
the world over, a sup- 
port which Min. White- 
man described as the 
Movement's ''cornerstone"’. 
Grenada does not hold 
the view that the Non- 
Aligned has deviated 
Min. Whiteman said, 
Since it is anti-inm- 
perialist, anti-colonial- 
ist and struggles for 
a new economic order. 

Grenada's role in fora 
such as this js to cam- 
paign for support 
of the NIEO, Min.- White- 
man said, although the 
Support needed will take 
some time in coming. 


Countries such as 
Sweden and Australia 
have spoken strongly 
in favour of the NIKO, 
and this struggle is 
gaining ground in de- 
veloping countries and 
is supplied in the 
socialist world. France 
is the only menber of 
the big seven which sup- 
ports the NIKO, he said. 
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STRACHAN DISCUSSES ANNIVERSARY PLANS, WJM ACHIEVEMENTS 
St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 26 Feb 83 pp 6-7 
{Article by Patsy Lewis] 


[Text] THE Revolution is moving into a new stage of technological develop- 
ment, Minister of National Mobilisation and Labour, Selwyn Strachan told a 
panel of local and foreign journalists recently in a newly-uanched programme 
"Perspective '83". 


On the programme, broadcast on Radio Free Grenada and Television Free Grenada 
on Sundays, the journalists interview People's Revolutionary Government (PRG) 
Ministers on areas within their portfolios. 


Min. Strachan said this new technological stage is critical to the Revolu- 
tion's survival. To more the Revolution to this stage, he felt it was nec- 
essary to ensure that the international airport is completed, academic educa- 
tion progresses, and the New Jewel Movement's (NJM) political work is fully 
integrated with the other areas. 


"Education for People's Power, Production and Defence" this year's festival 
theme, is linked to the new stage, Min. Strachan said, in that the people need 
to be educated to use the technology which would have to be introduced. 


The new grassroots democracy Grenada is developing, and which Min. Strachan 
described as one of his Ministry's main achievements, will eventually develop 
into village councils, he said. 


At the beginning of the Revolution, people came together at parish councils to 
discuss what was going on in the country, he explained. But this later moved 
to zonal councils since parish councils couldn't accommodate all the people. 
Soon, even these zonal councils will be subdivided since they are also grow- 


ing, he predicted. 


Min. Strachan saw this new grassroots democracy as a fulfillment of the NJM's 
manifesto, released in 1973, which called for a people's parliament. 


The NJM will celebrate its 10th anniversary on March 11, and Min. Strachan 
said that the time will be used to recount its achievements. He pointed out 
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that a number of things called for by NJM's 1973 manifesto have materialised 
since the Revolution. 


Commenting on this year's festival celebrations, Min. Strachan said that three 
aspects of the March 13 celebrations were removed. 


The mass rally usually held at Queen's Park on March 13, will be replaced by 
workplace rallies, and there will be no mass International Women's Day rally 
on March 8, but a small indoor one. All other activities will continue. 


He felt that these workplace rallies will reach more workers and will solve 
the transport problem which people normally face to get to the mass rally's 
venue. 


In assessing the country's labour climate, Min. Strachan said this travelled a 
smooth path last year as a result of the PRG's approach to industrial rela- 
tions practices. 


He pointed out that early in the Revolution, the PRG has passed a law for 
workers to join the trade unions of their choice. The trade union movement, 
Min. Strachan said, has been able to function freely for the frist time since 
the Revolution, using its own laws, and constitution. 


In response to comments that trade union leaders were part of the government, 
Min. Strachan said the PRG believed that workers had a right to be represent- 
ed in the government and assist in planning the country. 


Being represented in the PRG did not prevent these trade unions from taking 
action against state, enterprises. Min. Strachan pointed out that over the 
years, industrial action was taken in certain state enterprises because of 
anti-worker actions by some of these managers. He noted that whether in state 
or private enterprises, the unions had a right to defend their workers. 


Response to the PRG's programme of educating workers at their workplaces on 
the country's history and economy, has been positive, said Min. Strachan. 
These classes have been gaining momentum, and interest among workers is 
increasing. He commented that it was correct to introduce classes at the 


"point of production." 


CSO: 3298/446 
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STRACHAN, SOVIET ENVOY WELCOME GIFTS, EXHIBIT FROM USSR 
Exhibit Opening 
St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 26 Feb 83 p 2 


[Text] A 10-day graphic arts exhibition opened at Grencraft yesterday, to 
mark the 60th anniversary of the Union of Societ Socialist Republics (USSR). 


Opening it, Minister of National Mobilisation Selwyn Strachan said that people 
in Grenada are now able to learn more about the Soviet Revolution, because "we 


are in a Revolution". 


Present at the opening were Soviet Ambassador to Grenada Genadily I Sazhenev, 
Secretary for Youth and Sports Tan Bartholomew and members of the diplomatic 


corps. 


The Soviet Revolution, Min Strachan, said, was the first genuine revolution 
and it was the first time a people were determined to wipe out oppression once 


and for all. 


He disclosed that a Soviet ship with material assistance for Grenada was 
expected to arrive last night and that a welcoming rally will be held on the 


docks at 9 a.m. today. 


The gifts will include a spray plane and agricultural equipment and Min. 
Strachan said that this was another manifestation of the close links between 


the two countries. 


Amb, Sazhnev said that today art serves the people and noted that over 180 
million people visited art galleries yearly. 


"Soviet art is national in form" he said, adding that the exhibits were from 
the different republics. 


He announced that after the exhibition, the exhibits will be given to the 
Ministry of Education and Culture. 


Chairman of the ceremony, Keith Joseph, said that this was a simple and his- 
toric occassion noting that it was the second time the Soviet Embassy was 
hosting a small exhibition. 
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Last November, just after the Soviet Embassy was established in Grenada, an 
exhibition of Soviet books in English was held which, he said, was very 
impressive. 


Port Rally 
St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 2 Mar 83 p 1 


[Text] AN agricultural spray plane, along with other equipment for agricul- 
ture, construction and the mass organisations, all worth $3.4 million, arrived 
here Saturday aboard a ship from the Soviet Union. 


Dockworkers, who took the opportunity to hold their Festival rally, and other 
Grenadians were on the pier to welcome the ship. 


From the Soviet Union, the ship brought three years' supply of spare parts for 
the plane, agricultural implements, two buses, and two "Niva" vans, as gifts 


to the PRG. 


Six tractors with ploughs and emulsifiers along with spare parts, and five 
cases of telephone equipment for the new exchange, came from the German Demo- 
cratic Republic (GDR) This is part of a soft loan negotiated with Prime Min- 
ister Maurice Biship's delegation visited the GDR last year. 


Some 12 film projectors, 12 tape recorders, seven copying rotary-presses, 
amplifiers, loud-speakers, six typewriters, four cutting machines, a copying 
electrographic machine, and 2,000 metal folding armchairs, also came as gifts 
from the Soviet government, pledged on the trip PM Bishop made there last 
year. 


The Soviet Ambassador to Grenada, Genadiy I. Sazhenev, who was on the pier 
with other members of his embassy, said the gifts were a manifestation of his 
country's "proletarian internationalism". 


The Soviet people were interested in pushing the work of the Grenadian Revo- 
lution, he said, and in developing cultural and educational ties. They under- 
stood the difficulties the Revolution was facing, and had pledged to strength- 


en its gains. 


PRG member Vincent Noel said the equipment was laying the foundation for 
pushing forward the Revolution, and developing agriculture. 


Minister of National Mobilisation Selwyn Strachan, said that the Soviet Union 
has stood up consistently for the poor of the world, and that its gifts were a 
manifestation of its support for liberation struggles around the world. 


The dock workers, he said, were in the forefront on the 1974 anti-Gairy 
Struggles and had made a great contribution to the Revolution's success. 


Head of the Marketing and National Importing Board's (MNIB) Shipping Depart- 
ment, Valentino Sawney, recounted the benefits brought to the country since 
the Revolution, particularly the 5.5 per cent growth in the economy last year. 
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Solidarity messages came from the Seamen and Waterfront Workers’ Trade Union 
and the Bank and General Workers' Union. 


Following the rally, the workers stood aside and cheered as the aircraft, to 
be used for spraying bananas, was offloaded in four parts. 


CSO: 3298/446 
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COARD PREDICTS FINANCIAL, TECHNICAL AID FROM IMF, BANK 
St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 26 Feb 83 pp 6-7 


[Text] DEPUTY Prime Minister and Minister of Finance Bernard Coard has dis- 
closed that Grenada is expected to benefit from bilaterial talks held with the 
World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) during his recent visit: 
to Washington, DC, USA. 


He said that Grenada could expect increased financial and technical assistance 
for 1983-86. This will go towards developing agriculture the general struc- 
tural transformation of the economy. 


The discussions were frank, cordial and fruitful and a delegation is expected 
here between March and April to concretise proposals and prepare proposal doc- 
uments, he said. 


Min. Coard explained that the main purpose of his Washington visit was to 
attend a joint meeting of the interim committee of the board of Governors of 


the IMF and the World Bank. 


The meeting was called three months ahead of time, he said, to discuss the 
international financial system which was above to collapse because several 
large countries were in financial difficulties, 


Mexico, tor example, was suffering from a foreign exchange earning problem 
while Third World countries were unable to repay tens of millions of dollars 
borrowed from banks in the US and Europe. 


The IMF role in these times, he said, was to provide large loans under strin- 
gent conditions, but it was running out of money because it was bailing out 


countries. 


Min. Coard disclosed that a compromise agreement of 47 1/2 per cent was 
reached to increase the member countries’ quotas to the IMF. 


Third World countries, were calling for a 100 per cent increase while the 
United States began from a position of no increase to 25, then 40 per cent. 
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Min. Coard explained that some $108 billion additional funds will be -ollected 
as a result of the new quotas bringing the total fund to about $270 billion. 


Grenada's contribution to the fund will increase from $13 million to $20 
million. 


CSO: 3298/446 
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PHONE COMPANY PLANS IMPROVEMENTS, APPEALS FOR PATIENCE 
St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 23 Feb 83 p 8 
[Full-page, boxed notice, without attribution] 


[Text] THE Grenada Telephone Company has started its expansion project. At 
the end of the project we would have approximately doubled the number of sub- 


scribers on our system to about 6,000. 


Phase 1 of the project is due to come on stream in the month of August. At 
the end of this phase, telephone service will be restored to Carriacou and 
subscribers in both Carriacou and Petite Martinique will have ‘direct dial' 
contact with subscribers in Grenada. The new St. George's Exchange will also 
be functioning at the end of Phase 1 with subscribers on this exchange having 
5 digit numbers instead of 4 as now obtains. 


Phase 2 of the project consists of the coming into service of new exchanges 
with additional subscribers at Morne Rouge and St. David's. Phase 3 will 
bring additional service in the Westerhall, Grenville, Gouyave and Sauteurs 
areas by rearrangement of existing equipment. 


The total duration of the project is estimated at 18 months at a cost of about 
E.C. $12M. A project of this magnitude will put our resources to the test. 

To keep our costs down and thus not bring any further financial burdens on our 
subscribers, construction work on the new project and maintenance of our old 
system must take place simultaneously and must be done without significant 
increase in our work force. 


Understandably some maintenance problems may arise in this period but we will 
endeavour to keep this to a minimum. We know we can depend on you the sub- 
scribers to give us all the support we need in this effort to give a more 
modern, efficient telephone service. 


CSO: 3298/446 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


GOVERNMENT REPLIES TO ‘MIRROR,’ 'CONTACT' EDITORIALIZING 


Bridgetown CARIBBEAN CONTACT in English Mar 83 p 15 


[Text ] 


THE Guyana Government feels, according to a statement by 
its Ministry of Information, that if the opposition People’s 
Progressive Party (PPP) of Dr. CHEDDI JAGAN “is genuinely 
concerned about ‘bread, not guns’, then they should demon- 
strate their patriotism by using the same energy they direct to-' 
wards disarming Guyana to removing the threat from Ven- 
ezuela”’. 

The Ministry of Information statement, mailed to Contact 
on January 26, was in response to an editorial in the opposi- 
tion-backed Mirror newspaper entitled, Bread— Not Guns, pub- 
lished in its November issue. Contact, in a report on the 
economic situation in Guyana, featured. this editorial in its 
January edition and stated that it would welcome a response 


to the editorial from the Guyana Ministry of Information. 
The Mirror had questioned the Government’s development 
policy, with its high expenditure on the military and the neglect 


of basic social services. 


In its response that deals directly with the relevant editorial, 
the Government’s Chief Information Officer, ALLAN FENTY, 


stated: 

“The Mirror editorial 
makes much of the money 
devoted to defence expendi- 
ture when the country is suf- 
fering a severe economic crisis. 
Guyana’s defence budget is 
actually 5.8 percent of the 
national budget. 

Ironically. Contact pub- 
lishes, adjacent to the Mirror 
editorial, an article noting 
that Venezuela’s President 
and Foreign Minister are about 
to conduct a major campaign 
tour in the Caribbean to 
support Venezuela’s claim to 
two-thirds of Guyana’s terri- 
tory—a claim which has 
aeither historical nor legal 
justification and which has 
already severely damaged 


Guyana’s economic develop- 


ment and threatens Guyana’s - 


territorial integrity and se- 
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curity. 

No country, not ever the 
USA, according to its Presi- 
dent, can allow its national 
security and territorial integ- 
rity to be compromised by 
budgetary considerations. 

It is true that Guyana, with 
a tiny and conventionally 
armed defence force cannot 
win a war against one of the 
most powerful military pow- 
ers in South America, about 
to be armed by the USA with 
sophisticated F16 fighter 
bombers. 


Venezuela must, however, 
understand that an invasion 
of Guyana will cost a high 
price and, small as Guyana is, 
no matter what the economic 
circumstances, Venezuela will 
need to fight for every inch 
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of territory. 

In any event Guyana’s 
Defence Force is a People’s 
Army. It is largely self-suffi- 
cient in food, generates sur- 
pluses for marketing in some 
areas of food production and 
continuously supports rural 
and hinterland communities 
with transportation and 
health services. 

If Dr. Jagan’s People’s Pro- 
gressive Party is genuinely 
concerned about ‘bread not 
guns’ let them demonstrate 
their patriotism by using the 
same energy they direct to- 
wards disarming Guyana, to 
removing the threat from 
Venezuela. 


Caribbean Contact could 
also usefully contribute to 
the reduction of defence 
spending in Guyana and serve 
peace in the region by devot- 
ing its editorial space to per- 
suading Venezuela of the wis- 
dom of respecting the Treaty 
of Washington of 1897 and 
complying with the Geneva 
Agreement of 1966. 

Guyana’s economy is, in- 
deed, in serious trouble. The 
people of any country faced 
with mounting foreign debt, 
shrinking foreign exchange 
reserves and major balance of 
payments deficiencies because 
the terms of international 
trade are loaded against them, 
are bound to suffer shortages 
and inconveniences. 

High unemployment, infla- 
tion and an increasing cost of 
living are the symptoms of 
any economy under severe 
economic pressure. No coun- 
try in the Caribbean, with or 
without oil, is escaping. In- 
deed, no developing country 
has escaped. 


Guyana’s bauxite industry 
is subject to the same inter- 
national conditions attendant 
upon Jamaica’s. So far Guy- 
mine has retrenched 120 per- 
manent employees and 
part-time. Production has 
fallen in 1982 from 1981 by 
some 30 percent and a loss of 
earnings of approximately 
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US$141 million has been ex- 
perienced, but the earnings of 
the industry all remain in 
Guyana. 


Guyana’s sugar industry, 
while cutting employment 
levels by some 4,000, (mostly 
causals) has remained close to 
its production targets of 
300,000 tons, inspite of a 
disastrous first crop caused 
by bad weather and has re- 
cently been described by a 
British Labour MP, Mr. Al 
Morris, as ‘one of the most ef- 
ficient in the Commonwealth’. 


Both these industries are 
faced with the huge escalation 
in the cost of fuel, machinery 
and spare parts that has pre- 
vailed internationally since 
1973 and the world price of 
sugar is, today, twice the cost 
of production of an efficient 
industry. Guyana’s bauxite 
industry faces the same down- 
turn in aluminium demand as 
does any other and the Peo- 
ple’s Repyblic of China is 
marketing calcined bauxite at 
US$50 per ton less than 
Guyana’s. 

Time magazine of January 
10, 1983, reports: “Never in 
history have so many nations 
owed so much money with so 
little promise of repayment. 
At stake is a gargantuan debt, 
a US$706 billion lien against 
a group deeply troubled ... 
developing countries.’ Time 
goes on to report: ‘The global 
economy is sitting on a debt 
bomb.” According to Time, 
‘The IMF reports that 32 
countries were in arrears in 
their debts 11 1981 compared 
with 15 in 1975.’ , 


Presumably, in Contact's 
editorial judgement, Guyana 
is isolated in some miraculous 
way from these realities. And 
Contact is not expected to 
appreciate the fundamental 
revolutionary changes inher- 
ent in our determined plans 
to produce and use our own 
food—be it flour, edible oil, 
legumes, cheese or poultry 
products. 








Time lists a number of 
countries in serious trouble. 
Debt payments as a percentage 
of exports are listed, for in- 
stance, for Venezuela at 101 
percent, Zambia 195 percent, 
Mexico 120 percent, Brazil 
117 percent. Guyana’s per- 
centage is 33. 

Costa Rica which receives 
heavy US financial support, is 
identified by Time with a 
US$3.1 billion foreign debt 
and unable to pay back inter- 
est of US$270 million in 
1983. Guyana’s foreign debt is 
still well under US$] billion. 


As Time points out, ‘The 
Origins of the debt crisis date 
. back to the first major increase 
in oil prices by OPEC a decade 
ago . . . developing nations 
that have no oil found them- 
selves sorely pressed to pay 
for higher energy prices.’ 

In 1974 Guyana enjoyed a 
four-month foreign exchange 
reserve position and had both 
a favourable balance of pay- 
ment and a favourable balance 
of trade position under the 
Same government presently in 
office. Guyana’s oil bill then 
was US$9 million. Today it is 
US$200 million. 

When the Burham Govern- 
ment took office for ie first 
time in 1964, the British Gov- 
ernment, it will be recalled, 
declared Guyana ‘bankrupt’ 
under the People’s Progressive 
Party, at a time when there 
was no international economic 
crisis. 
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As for charges of corrup- 
tion, there is no governing 
party in the Caribbean which 
has taken the degree of action 
to penalise corruption, where 
the evidence has been forth- 
coming, as in Guyana. Presi- 
debt Burnham is on record, as 
recently as in his 1983 New 
Year’s message, saying that 
corruption will not be toler- 
ated. We invite the Contact to 
cite a single case of corruption 
where the Government has 
not taken action.” 


Editor’s Note: Mr. 
FENTY is free to ramble— 
even when he chooses to 
ignore salient points in the 
Mirror’s editorial, and ex- 
Onerates the government 
from any blame for the 
state of the economy. How- 
ever, in relation to his chal- 


Service and a ici 
free from jon and 
narrow party ics. Per- 
haps it is enough for now, 
that the masses of 
Guyanese and other Carib- 
bean people are aware of 
how the ‘paramount 


party” (PNC) in Guyana 











COUNTRY SECTION 


WORKING PEOPLE'S ALLIANCE COMMENTS ON POLITICAL CLIMATE 


Bridgetown CARIBBEAN CONTACT in English Mar 83 p 7 


[Text ] 


GUYANA’S Working People’s Alliance (WPA), the party of 
which the assassinated Dr. WALTER RODNEY was a co-4eader 
warned in a press statement last month that there may be 
“plans of a sinister nature” behind recent “pseudo-ideological 
points” in the pages of the government-owned and controlled 
Chronicle relating to differences among the country’s opposi- 

The WPA's ip structure includes EUS] KWAYANA, a 
former geaeral secretary of the ruling PNC and a top figure of 
the old PPP; Dr. RUPERT ROOPNARAINE and Dr. CLIVE 
THOMAS. 

In pleading for “unity”’ among all forces that are really op- 
posed to “the illegal and tyrannical Burnham regime that has 
brought starvation and beri-beri sickness to Guyana’, the 
WPA said that it was absurd, for instance, for an old and ex- 


perienced party such as the 


People’s Progressive Party, to find 


itself hurling like the reling People’s National Congress, 
“rightwing” labels at some opposition parties. 


Recently, the avowed 
Marxist- Leninist' PPP, while. 
attacking ‘‘rightwing’’ politics 
of opposition parties, among 
them the WPA, and the 
known conservative Liberator 
Party, has also been urging 
the PNC to “‘purge the rightist 
elements’’ from its ranks. 

The PNC, for its part, 
which started describing itself 
as a ‘*Marxist-Leninist’’ 
party with its Sophia Deciara- 
tion in the mid 70s,has been 
questioning, as recently as 
February 13 in its weekly 
organ, New Nation, why the 
PPP. in the first place, ever 
got involved in last year’s 
move by opposition parties to 
form an alliance against the 
PNC Government. 

The PNC, feels that a 
‘Marxist-Leninist’ PPP 
should stay clear from the 
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“rightist”, “‘reactionary”’ and 
“downright racist’’ opposi- 
tion forces. 

Both the PNC and PPP, 
the traditional major parlia- 
mentary parties of the coun- 

, have also denied that 

have been secret talks, 
at the highest level, about a 
possible working relationship 
between them. 

The WPA, which five years 
ago had issued its ‘Principles 
and Programme’”’ favouring ‘‘a 
free, integrated and socialist 
Caribbean’’, said in its press 
statement: 

““Cver the past few weeks, 
the Guyanese people have ex- 
pressed anxiety at the public 
attacks within a section of 
the opposition and the pos- 
sibility for fresh mischief 
which this allows the dicta- 
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torship. Already, there are 
indications that the PNC has 
in mind plans of a sinister na- 
ture which go far beyond the 
trick of scoring political and 
pseudoideological points in 
the pages of the Chronicle. 

At this time of widespread 
hunger and suffering and with 
the increased insecurity 
among sugar, bauxite and 
other workers, all of the re- 
sources of all Guyanese against 
starvation and dictatorship 
are required for the struggle 
to survi. No party or or- 
ganisation opposed to the 
suffering, can, in this period, 
afford the luxury of an ideo- 
logical war against other anti- 
PNC forces. 

The Working People’s Al- 
liance, concerned with these 
developments and conscious 
of its responsibility, along 
with other freedom-loving or- 
ganisations, to the Guyanese 
people in this dark period, ap- 
peals to the parties of the op- 
position to resist all attempts 
and -temptations to invent 
enemies when the oppressors 
are so cruel and so well 
known.” 


APPEAL 


The WPA followed up its 
press release with a lengthy 
“An Appeal For These 
Times’’, published in its organ, 
Dayclean, in which it said, 
among other things that: 


“AT a moment of suffer- 
ing such as we have never 
known before in Guyana, 
when a self-appointed tyrant 
tramples upon ali the people, 
when all decent forces should 
combine to fight starvation, 
the brutality, the pain and 
the blows to our body and 
spirit—a strange kind of noise 
can be heard. 
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What is this noise? Who 
needs it? Where is it coming 
from? Who is beating bush 
and for whom? 

The noise is against the 
“rightist” in the opposition. 
It comes from the PNC, and 
strangely enough, from with- 
in the opposition itself. 

It comes at a time when 
the death rate among the 
very young and the old is 
getting higher. Babies and 
children are dying because 
there is no milk and no pure 
water supply. 

Adults, in and out of pris- 
on, are sickening and dying of 
beri-beri because of a diet 
o: white rice day in, day out. 
On Friday, February 4 of this 
year, ‘prominen' citizens 
were invited to «itend the 
opening of a nev mortuary! 


PROFITEERING 


The noise comes :' a time 
when women are once again 
house slaves and hunters of 
food, fuel and wate: The. 
Chief Criminal has deciared 
war on economic cnmes, 
crimes caused by the an on 
flour, peas, milk, oil anc but- 
ter, crimes which bring food 
to a starving nation. in this 
war the target is the small 
man and small woman, the 
small traders—not the big 
sharks profiteering in food. 

On top of the growling 
joblessness and job insecurity. 
the people are being terrorised 
by bandits and the police. 

The people are putting all 
their energy into surviving 
and resisting. All around are 
all rebellions. The working 
people’s best minds are con- 
cemed only about finding the 
way to lift the heavy bur- 
den...” 








COUNTRY SECTION 


PRESSURE ON TUC BUILDS AS LIVING CONDITIONS WORSEN 


Bridgetown CARIBBEAN CONTACT in English Jan 83 p 13 


[Text } 


GEORGETOWN-Beriberi is defined as a tropical disease 
caused by a diet of highly milled rice leading to deficiencies of 
vitamin B'. Its symptons are feverishness, weakness, signs of 
paralysis of hands and feet, dropsy, palpitations and loss of 
feeling in legs, etc. The patient either recovers or dies of heart 
tailure. 

In the Co-operative Republic of Guyana, the Public Hospi- 
tal in Georgetown alone has admitted, during the past three 
months, over sixty adult patients, including 31 inmates from 
the Georgetown and Mazaruni prisons, suffering from acute 
symptoms of this disease. Seven of them later died of cardio- 
vascular arrest. 

Many more cases do not reach the nation’s hospitals, One 
Amerindian suffering from symptoms of beriberi died on the 
aircraft sent to fly him from Potaro in the country’s interior 
region. Sick prisoners have had to be carried out of court, 
and an East Coast parishioner collapsed during a church service 


suffering from the disease. 

Meanwhile, over 20 chil- 
dren have died in the last 
three months of malnutrition 
in the Georgetown Hospital 
and a UNESCO-sponsored 
study entitled 1982 World’s 
Children Date, lists Guyana as 
the English-speaking Carb- 
bean territory with the highest 
infant mortality rate, with 44 
deaths in one year for every 
1 000 live births. 

Guyana’s record is fol- 
lowed by St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines 38.1; St. Lucia 
33.1: Antigua and Barbuda 
31.5; Bahamas 31 9; Trinidad 
and Tobago 26.4; Barbados 
25.1; Jamaica 162; and Gren- 
ada 154. 

In a country once known 
for its vast potential for 
feeding the entire Caribbean, 
hunger now stalks the land. 
Following a halt to wheat 
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flour imports early last year, 
the Guyanese people today 
largely subsists on a diet of 
white rice three times a 
day. -. 

A combination of sharply 
falling prices, for Guyana’s 
sugar and bauxite exports and 
the accumulation of years of 
mismanagement, inefficiency 
and outright corruption have 
reduced the country to a 
state where only “essential”’ 
operations are being per- 
formed in the state hospitals 
due to the lack of the most 
basic drugs and equipment. 


The Guyana Consumers’ 
Association has pointed to in- 
creases of up to 200 percent 
in recent months in the prices 
of drugs available through the 
monopoly state-owned drug 
distributors, Guyana Phar- 
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maceutical Corporation. 
THE TUC 

It is against this back- 
ground of hunger and col- 
lapsing health services—ex- 
posed recently by an increas- 
ingly frustrated local medical 
profession—and another 
gloomy forecast from the 
International Monetary Fund, 
that the country’s labour 
movement decided last month 
to hold its first public demon- 
stration against the isi 
cost-ofliving in the 18 years 
that the ruling People’s Na- 
tional Congress has been in 
power. : 

The immediate cause for 
the protest march on Decem. 
ber 15, by the Guyana Trades 
Union Congress, was a 13 per- 
cent October hike in the elec- 
tricity rates and Government’s 
ignoring of repeated TUC calls 
to shelve the increases pend- 
ing dialogue with the la- 
dour movement. Instead, the 
Electricity Corporation was 
busily engaged in cutting off 
electricity supplies to hun- 
dreds of working class fami- 
lies because of their inability 
to pay their bills. 

“The underlying issue’’, 
explained veteran trade 
unionist and General Secre- 
tary of the TUC, Josep* 
Pollydore, “is that the eco- 
nom«K pressures on the work- 
ing class, taken in the context 
of the wage freeze since 
1980, have become unbear- 
able. Children being sent to 
school with only a cup of tea 
in the mornmg and workers’ 
being able to afford only one 
meal a day are issues that go 
beyond party political con- 
siderations ."’ 

Yet, it is paradoxical that the 
signs of new militancy in the 
TUC, the planning of their 
demonstration route to go past 
the official Georgetown resi- 
dence of President Forbes Burn- 
ham, dimaxing with a scheduled 
mass workers’ meeting in the city, 
should take place only months 
after a major victory by the ruling 
party in the TUC's last Septem- 
ber Delegates Conference. 


65 


After representatives of PNC- 
affiliated and other sympathetic 
unions were summoned to the 
headquarters of the PNC to be ad- 
dressed by President Burnham, a 
PNC approved slate of candidates 
swept the elections. 

Three government ministers, 
including Labour Minister Ken- 
neth Denny, and Finance Minister, 
Sellahuddin was returned to the 
TUC’s 27-member Central Execu- 
tive. Samuel Walker, President of 
the PNC-affiliated Guyana Labour 
Union, of which President Burn- 
ham is President general, was re- 
elected for two more years as 
TUC President, after convincingly 
defeating Boysie Ramkarran, Pre- 
sident of the Guyana Agricultural 
Workers’ Union (GAWU), and 
deputy leader of the parliamen- 
tary opposition People’s Progres- 
sive Party. 

GAWU, the country’s largest 
union, representing approximately 
30,000 workers, failed to get a 
place on the TUC Executive. Nor 
did the increasingly restive Guy- 
ana Mine Workers Union that 
represents the country’s 8,000 
rank and file bauxite workers. 

However, with the TUC ex- 
ecutive packed with members of 
small pro-PNC unions, some of 
whom rarely hold elections: 
GAWU refused to attend a re- 
convened November meeting of 
TUC delegates, charging that the 
TUC had become a ‘‘spinedess or- 
ganisation and a company union 
of the PNC”’. 

GAWU also threatened the 
TUC with the withdrawal of its 
affiliation fees that make up a 
good 25 percent of the TUC’s 
budget. 

GAWU’s) absence = also 
strengthened the argument that 
government-effiliated unions 
could support a joint GMWU and 
Cerical and Commercial Workers’ 
Union motion for launching strong 
protest action against the electr?+ 
city hikes and the harsh economic 
conditions facing Guyanese work- 
ers, without the ruling party being 
able to accuse them of siding with 
the political opposition. 

Labour Minister Denny failed, 
in his shouting match to get dele- 
gates to hold a picket against the 
hike in electricity rates instead of 
a ‘iass demonstration as it became 
Jear that the traditional position 
of the TUC towards the Govern- 
ment of “dialogue not confronta- 
tion’. was beginning to crack. 

Even as government officials 
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were calling for “dialogue” on the 
already imposed tariff increases, 
the opposition Mirror newspaper 
was publishing extracts from an 
IMF report on talks with the Gov- 
ernment held last July in which 
the Administration referred to an 
already imposed '5 percent in- 
crease in electriity tariff and 
“pointed to another adjustment 
of roughly similar size to be im- 
plemented in October 1982”. 

The Mirror report also pointed 
out that while earlier figures pub- 
lished by Government suggested a 
total of 6,000 retrenched workers 
for the year, the regime had in 
fact “trimmed” 5 000 civil ser- 
vaats in the first five months of 
1982 while the country’s three 
largest corporations nandling the 
sugar, bauxite and rice industry, 
had retrenched a further 6,000 
workers and were planning to 
send another 2000 home. 

While Guyana’s representatives 
informed the IMF that nominal 
wages for the general body of civil 
servants were frozen at existing 
levels exce dt for a small group of 
150 technical and management 
workers, the Fund estimated thrt 
inflation at the end of 1981 stood 
at 29 percent and that in the first 
five months of 1982, sczrce essen- 
tial consumer goods had gone up 
in price between 50 and 100 per- 
cent. 
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Chafing under the effects of 
this erosion in workers’ buying 
power the inability of the TUC by 
Movember 1982 to get Govern- 
nient to honour a 1977 agreement 


to pay a G$14 minimum wage 


(G$1=US.33 cents), delegates at 
the TUC Congress adopted the 
Mine Workers Union's motion to 
bring an end to a TUC mandate to 
negotiate wage increases with 
Government for its 22-member af.- 
filiates. 


Individual unions will now be 
pressing for at least tax free cost- 
of-liviag allowances to compen- 
sate for the evershrinking basket 
of goods that workers salaries can 
buy. 

The move will also put addi- 
tional pressure on the umbrella 
labour organisation to effectively 
answer the question it says more 
and more workers are asking: 


“Why had the TUC not been 
confronting Government over the 
many serious problems being ex- 
periencéd by the workers—rising 
unemployment, sky rocketing 
consumer prices shortage and 
non-availability of essential con- 
sumer items, and a host of other 
unsatisfactory conditions which 
have made life so difficult for 
everyone in Guyana?” 











COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


WORKERS PARTY LEADER ASSESSES POLITICAL, ECONOMIC CLIMATE 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 4 Feb 83 p 14 
[Article by William Doyle-Marshal1] 


[Text] Caribbeanites in Toronto recently got an update on political trends 
in the Caribbean by Trevor Munroe of the Jamaica's Workers' Party. 


He dealt with current political issues including whether or not Jamaica is 
experiencing an economic turn-around; how the Seaga administration is deal- 
ing with the climate in the country; changing face of the People's National 
Party; the Caribbean Basin Initiative as breadcrumbs for the region; 
restructuring of the University of the West Indies; militarisation of the 
Caribbean and overall United States Government attitude towards the region. 


The General-Secretary of the Workers' Party denied that Jamaica was exper- 
iencing a turnaround as reported by the country's Prime Minister. 


Indicators 


He said some of the indicators were growing unemployment, the high cost of 
housing and hardships experienced by the country's farmers. 


Dr. Munroe told his audience that unemployment has grown to 28 per cent. 


"Between October of 1981 and April of 1982," Dr. Munroe emphasised "according 
to the official statistics of the government of Jamaica itself, unemploy- 


ment grew by 19,200 people." 


He added that since April 1982 it has grown "even more because a number of 
young people--approximately 30,000 to 35,000--have come unto the job market." 
[as published] This number comes out of schools annually around June and 


July. 


Dr. Munroe was concerned about the survival of the unemployed young people, 
particularly the women. "It is really a miracle how they are surviving," 


he added. 


Dr. Munroe told his audience the unemployment rate among girls in the age 
group 19 to 24 runs close to 70 per cent. 
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“Naturally, this forms a 
foundation for all kinds of unhealthy 
social practices, the revival and 
stimulation of prostitution on a 
widespread basis particularly since 
the tourist industry is being revived 
as a result of the more favourable 
Press,’ Dr. Munroe said. 


PROBLEM 


He described housing as a ‘‘major 
problem.” The gathering of 
concerned political enthusiasts 
heard that while in the past “the 
poorer class of people — workers and 
farmers and the young unemployed 
— had problems with housing, now 
the situation affects the middle- 
class and in some instances, the 
upper middleclass.”’ 

This situation has developed, Dr. 
Munroe said, because rent has been 
decontrolled in keeping with the 
philosophy of free enterprise to 
which the (Edward) Seaga 
administration is committed. 

Many were shocked to hear that a 
two-apartment flat now rents for 
between $1,300 to $1,500 (J) per 
month, and houses where teachers 
and lawyers would normally live on 
their modest salary were also 
exorbitantly priced. 

The Workers Party General- 
Secretary pointed out, especially 
teachers, ‘“‘there is no way they 
could pay their rent and buy f . 
Mona Heights houses, Dr. Munroe 
said fetched nearly $1,000 per 
month. 

Students at university are also 
facing hardships, he pointed out. 
While they could, in the past, get a 
backroom at a Mona Heights house 
for approximately $80 per month, 
a has now tripled,” Dr. Munroe 
said. 

Instead of getting better, Dr. 
Munroe noted the housing problem 


has gotten worse ‘for more people 


reaching up into higher sections of 
the society.”’ 

Canadians heard that conditions 
of small farmers in Jamaica have 


deteriorated ‘‘considerably.” 

Dr. Munroe singled out 
agreements between the Seaga 
Administration and the World Bank 
and International Monetary Fund 
as the main reason for 
development. 

Among other things, he pointed 
out, these agreements require 
“complete deregulation of import 
resttictions into Jamaica.” 

As a result, he noted ‘‘food is being 
dumped from the big multinationals 
unto the local market and the small 
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farmers find that they are simply 
unable to compete.” 

Potato growers and other sectors 
of the small farming community are 
being ruined, audiences heard. 

Another factor which severely 
affects the farmers, Dr. Munroe 
emphasised was the ‘“‘lack of 
purchasers for their produce.”’ 

Dr. Munroe elaborated:: ‘‘The 
working class is being severely 
affected by wage restraints as well 
as by layoffs. 

“So that, in the rural areas the 
small farmers would have relied on 
bauxite workers to buy much of 
what they produce are now in a 
situation where approximately a 
quarter of the work force in the 
bauxite alumina industry or 1,500 
workers have been layed off arising 
out of the recession in the bauxite 
alumina industry as part of the 
recession in the United States and 
Canada brought on by the 
characteristics of the imperialist 
system as well as the special 
policies of Reagan at the present 
time.” 

REACTION 


The articulate and impressive Dr. 
Munroe said the people of Jamaica 
have been experiencing the most 
extreme efforts by the US. 
Government to make the country a 
showcase. 

He took time to examine possible 
reaction by the Seaga Government 
to “the present difficult 
situation."’ Dr. Munroe envisaged a 
two-pronged attack which he 
believed had already begun. 

Attempts would be made to 
divert the people from _ their 
‘oppression and hardships’ through 
tremendous cultural programmes, 
he said. 

However, Dr. Munrce hastened io 
explain: ‘Not a cultural 
programme of promoting 
revolutionary culture but a cultural 
programme of promoting 
backwardness: promotion of 
revivalism; promotion of North 
American capitalist culture with 
all its drugs and attendant racism 
which comes with it.” 

While it may work for a time, Dr. 
Munroe said ‘‘our experience is that 
while that is taking place 
revolutionary artists are also 
arising and responding to _ this 
reactionary situation.” 


In addition, Dr. Munroe predicted 
the promotion of religion. He said 
the government will try to use it as 
a means of convincing the people 
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_ that salvation must be sought in 


heaven ‘‘no matter that they are 
seeking their salvation on earth and 
are doing quite well.” 

The Workers’ Party executive 
observed there was a very definite 
turn in the mood of Jamaicans 
towards the ruling party. 

According to polls conducted, he 
said the people were turning to the 


alternatives proposed by the 
People’s National Party.  —« 
Dr. Munroe observed for the 
people to turn away from a political 
party in two years is “five times 
more quick than ever before.” 
Parties are usually elected to two 
terms in office — a total of ten 
years — before making a change. 
Speaking specifically about the 
People’s National Party (PNP) and 
its present role, Dr. Munroe 
regretted that it had compromised 
its position and become a centre 
party. PS Bs 
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He noted that it was removing 
from positions of leadership those 
who stood for and defended the left 
alternative and was now depending 
on imperialism and parliamentary 
democracy in Jamaica. 

Dr. Munroe charged that the 
liberal wing of the big business class 
‘*‘who hurt by Seaga policies want to 
return to the PNP but only on 
condition that it does not follow a 
radical alternative to the current 
situation.” 

Because the leader (Michael) 
Manley has gone along with the 
liberal wing, Dr. Munroe said, the 
PNP has lost much of the presence 
within it of those individuals who 
defended the poor people and would 
insist ‘“‘that the programmes of a 
PNP Government should serve the 
poor first and secondarily the 
minority groups who have always 
had it good in Jamaica.” 








COUNTRY SECTION 


OPPOSITION SENATORS HIT LACK OF DEBATE ON STATE-OF-NATION 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 14 Mar 83 p 2 


[Text] 


Opposition Senators on Friday said 
that the Government was afraid of 
holding a state-of-the-nation debate, 
despite the fact that the resolution 
giving notice of the debate had been 
placed on the Order Paper by Gov- 
ernment Senator, the Rev. Ephraim 
Morgan, from Friday, August 27, 
1982. 

But Leader of Government Busi- 
ness, Senator the Hon Dr. Ronald 
Irvine, said the Government was not 
afraid, and that he took the decision 
of not having the debate because of 
the constraints of time. 

The matter arose on the motion for 
adjourment in the Senate when Senator 
Desmond Leaky said that he was pro- 
testing strongly against what he said was 
the failure of the Government to answer 
questions on the Order paper and the 
failure of having the state-of-the-nation 
debate. 

Senator Leakey said thar last year the 
Leader of Government Buisness had 
advised the Senate that the debate 
would have caken place in October and 
then fater said it would take place in 
January. 

He said he was quite confident that 
the Leader of Government Business 
“does not give these undertakings light- 
ly. I believe he has tried to have the 
debate, but somehow something has 
happened why we have nor got this 
debare.” 

Senator Leakey said that since it is 
March at is hardly likely “that we can 
have che debate for the rest of the 
legislative year again."He remarked: 
“My only judgement is that the reason 
why the debate has nor come is that 
some ciher person, apart from the 
Leade, of Government Business has 


’ thought it fit that it should not come 


through.” 

Senator Leaky said the Govern- 
ment was frightened to death to 
have a state of the nation debate 
today. The government, he added, 
was “running away” from such a 
debate. 

He said that from the government 
took office “we have not yet debated 
one private member's motion, al- 
though they have been placed on the 
Order Paper, some fa ling otf and 
replaced."’ The government, he said, 
“has a responsibility, a duty, to find 
some time for private members’ mo- 
tions. 

The government had only an- 
swered three questions in the Senate, 
Mr. Leaky said, and asked: “What is 
the use du being here? 

In supporting the motion, Senator 
Hugh Small said the problem was not 
only for “our side,’ but equally for 
Government backbenchers for they 
had no other opportunity to speak if 
there was no state-of-the-nation de- 
bate. | 

It Was not a question’of whether 
the Opposition was being bypassed, it 
was whether the Senate’ was playing 


. ts proper role. He said: “In this 
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House we have three government 
Ministers so it is not that the govern- 
ment lacks the capabilities of knowl- 
edge to speak on its behalf, so why 
the silence?” ; 

Senator Small said that: the at- 
tempt not to have the debate was a 
direct result of the exposure which 
took place at the last state-of-the-na- 
tion debate. 

Issues like the parallel market, the 
Trade Administrator's Department, 
the closing down of Youth Centres, 
the Consumption Duty. the plight of 
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the farmers, which are questions on 
the Order Paper, would cause some 
amount of embarrassment to the gov- 
ernment and that was why “they 
don’t want it to take place.” 
Responding to the charges, Sen- 
ator Irvine said:* If there is anybody 
to be blamed for not having the 
state-of-the-nation debate it is I, the 
Leader of this House. It is not a 
government policy why the state-of- 
the-nation debate was not held.” 


He said that the last one lasted | 
over six weeks, adding that it was - 


because so many things were hap- 
pening this year that he could not 
nd a suitable time to have the 
debate. “I took the decision not to 
have one this year,” he declared. 

On the question of the private 
member's motions Dr. Irvine said 
two were on the order paper which 
would be taken before the end of the 
session this year. The others that had 
fallen off, he added, had been put 
their merely for publicity reasons. 

He repeated that he took the 
decision about the state-of-the-nation 
debate because of the constraints of 
time." If any blame is to be attached. 


it is tO me, not the government, for it 
is NOt a government policy.” 

Senator Carlyle Dunkley said that 
Dr. Irvine had exceeded his authority 
on the matter, adding that he should 
have “given us the benefit of his 
consultation since it was an excessive 
use of his judgement.” 


He said that it Was not for Dr. 
Irvine to make a judgement on what 
was important and what was not, and 
to ascribe motives to it some as being 
merely publicity seeking. 

“Perhaps he does not understand 
the importance of this House,” Sen- 


ator Dunkley said, adding, that there 


was a tendency for the Senate to be 
treated as an appendix of another 
House.” We are important in our 


‘ own right as a second chamber and 


we must develop our own timetable,” 
he said. 

Stating «that the Opposition 
statements were unfortunate and he 
could not allow them to go unchal- 
lenged, the Minister of State for 
Industry and Commerce, Senator, 
the Hon Anthony Johnson, said that 


. the Leader -of Government Business 
had said he did not deem it proper 


for a debate to take place. He was in 
his authority. He asked the Opposi- 
tion members to look very closely at 
the record of attendance of some 
members of the Senate. 

-. The Minister of Construction, 
Senator the Hon Bruce Golding, 
said: “Nobody on this side claims to 
run a perfect Senate. There are 
problems we have from time to time. 
We took a decisidn last year in con- 
sultation with the Opposition not to 
have a  state-of-the-nation debate 
since such a debate would run paral- 
lel to what was going on in the lower 
House. 

- The matter, he said, could be 
pursued in discussion between the 
two sides. He said that to say that the 
——— was afraid to have the 

ebate was nonsense, and wondered 
for what. reason would the goyern- 
ment be afraid. 

Other speakers on the motion 
were Senator Derrick Rochester and 
Senator Morgan. 

In ending the debate, the Presi- 
dent, the Hon Osswald Harding, said 
that as long as he was sitting there (in 
the President's seat) nobody would be 
denied the opportunity to speak. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


IMPACT OF PARALLEL ECONOMY ASSESSED BY BUSINESSES 


Fall in Book Sales 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 12 Mar 83 p 2 


[Text] 


Orders to the extent of 
$20,000 were lost last 
week by Home Book Re- 
search Services, the distrib- 
utor of Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, as a result of 
the change in Jamaica's 


currency exchange rates. 
The general of 
Home Book R Mr 


Nigel Monroe, told the 
Gleaner on Wednesday 
that his ee ten a 
suffering serious of 
business because of the 
increased cost (to pur- 
chasers. 
The prices of these 
books were now being 
quoted according to par- 
allel market rates of ex- 
change, he said. 


According to Mr. 
Monroe, in January he 
received a quota 
US$460,000 which he 
felt would satisfy the 
needs of the company. 
He said he was assured at 
the time that the Bank of 
Jamaica — give the 
company the foreign ex- 
dune "at the official 
rate since the encyclo 

edias, atlases and 
globes distributed by the 
company would be con 


sidered educational 
material. 


When he went to the 
BO], however, he was 
informed that his proa- 
ucts would not be consid- 
ered as textbooks under 
the bank's classification 
and would therefore not 
be entitled to the official 
rate, Mr. Monroe told 
the Gleaner. 


Efforts to get the en- 
cyclopaedias classified as 
textbooks proved futile. 
A Ministry of Industry 
and Commerce official 
was contacted but, 
according to Mr Mon- 
roe, he was told that his 
products had been put 
on the parallel market in 
order to expedite the 
issuance of import li- 
cences. 

“To put the product 
on the parallel market is 
to put jt beyond the 
reach of the numerous 
schools and other educa- 
tional institutions across 
the island which are the 
 eggag wd he stressed. 

¢ Jamaica Library 
Service was one of his 
main customers, he said, 
and he was in the habit 


of giving the Library Service as much as a 25 per cent discount to enable the 
Service to buy the quantities of these books needed for the libraries. 


Mr. Monroe said his company had been given price quotations based on the of- 
ficial rate of exchange, which he was assured educational materials were 
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entitled to. And the company would be forced out of business if it had to 
provide entities like the Jamaica Library Service with books at the old 
rate instead of the parallel market rate. 


He also noted that 
Home Book and Re- 
search Services was sell- 
ing books at the official 
rate based on the Min- 
istry of Industry's assur- 
ance. The situation at 
present, was such that 
the prices of the books 
distributed by his compa- 
ny were now being hiked 
up due to the new rate 
of exchange and this 


triggered off cancellation 
of orders amounting to 
over $20,000 last week. 


Several customers felt 
that they were bein 
a off", he said, 
and he could not under- 
stand how educational 
material could be placed 
by Government on the 
parallel market rate. 


A spokesman at the 
Bank of Jamaica told the 


Gleaner that the order stipulating what items should be given the official 
exchange rate referred to textbooks in general. Encyclopaedias were not con- 
sidered in this classification of "school books". But he agreed that there 
was a problem in deciding what books should be regarded as text books and the 
matter was being reviewed by the bank. 


Decline in Dollar Trade 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 12 Mar 83 p 2 





[Text] There has been a sig- tourists are walking up less they could be as- 
nificant decline in the ta the Exchange Bureau, sured of foreign head 
sale of US dollars to the looking at the rate of office back-up support, 
exchange booths at the — exchange and then mov- he said. 

Sangster International ing on. “As far as I know, the 
Airport in Montego Bay With the reference to banks made it their poli- 
since the reduction in the selling of the US cy to request their cus- 
the buying rates of the = Goiars) Mr. McFarlane tomers to budget to 
L nited States currency. said he was not of the , their foreign ex- 
This was disclosed on view that the commercial change requirements as 
Tuesday by the manager banks were having an much as possible and 
of the National Commer- _ problems selling paralle there is no difficulty in 
cial Bank in Montego market dollars. The face “llin because of high 
Bay, Mr. Dunbar McFar- was that “banks have had “tes. he said. 
lane. to realise that they have ans on a 
Addressing the __ the responsibility to pur- bee are vig ” 
monthly meeting of the chase dollars, while dol- tthe ¢ Seng heeo 
Montego Bay Bountene lars are available, in ~ he offi ‘aI _— 
of Commerce, Mr. Mc- anticipation of their cus- = ‘2€™ Fe bon dae 
Farlane said, the “bank's tomers’ need over a peri. Mr. Mc - Saal de 
purchases of US dollars _ od of time.” lees the official — 
at the airport showed a The banks, which by Used by someone, then 
mark decline of 25% fol- — their actions did not now the country would have 
lowing the reduction in pave the facility to €x- to have an outright de- 
the buying rates. tend to their customers valuation or a formalised 
Mr. McFarlane added in the “dry season”, = depreciation”. 
that “since the reduction, could be in problems un- 
CSO: 3298/443 
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JAMAICA 


"PARALLEL MARKET’ ECONOMIC MEASURES RAISE NEW QUESTIONS 


Call for CARICOM Exchange Rate 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 19 Feb 83 pp 1, 15 


[Text ] 


A CALL on the Government to institute a 
favourable (ARICOM exchange rate system, in 
order to sateguard Jamaica's rapidly-growing Ca- 
ribbean export market, has been made ‘by, ghe 
President of the Jamaica Exporters’ Association, 
Mr Geoftrey Messado. . 

Speaking at the North St Andrew Kiwanis Club’s 
monthly dinner at the Hotel Four Seasons on Thursday 
" might, Mr. Messado said he was making the suggestion 
as a result of having heard at tirst-hand the battery of 
retaliatory measures which the governments of Trin- 
idad-Tobago and St. Lucia may soon put in force in 
reaction to Jamaica’s new impert. export system. 

This situation, in his view, called for serious 
governmental consideration of the complaints which 
Jamaica's CARICOM: partners were making dbout 
Jamaica’s otticial and parallel market rates of exchange 


and the recently -introduced quota system. 
Ddunng a recent 10-day [EA-JMA goodwill and 


export mission to Trinidad and Tobago, St. Lucia and 


, Barbados, he said, he had heard West Indian business 
and government leaders propose the introduction of 
punitive import quotas and ad valorem taxes for 
Jamaican goods. (This mission ended last weekend.). 
Atter stating that Jamaica's exports ro CARICOM 
countries. which exceeded U.S.$82 million last year, 
yielded 45 per cent ot the rotal income denved trom 
non-traditional exports \this category includes all ex- 
ports except baux.e alumina, sugar and bananas), Mr. 
Messado listed some of the major CARICOM com- 
plaints. 
Trinidad-.J obago and Barbados do not restrict the 
importanon of Jamaican goods “and are asking for 
parity , equal trade treatment trom Jamaica”. Uunless 
some special allocation is made for CARICOM exports 
or their exports are removed from quotas , purchases 
trom them by Jamasca™ will be greatly reduced this 


year.” 
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CARICOM EXPORTERS anticipate that their 
goods will become more expensive to Jamaican con- 
sumers under the new system which makes it necessary 


for Jamaican importers to pay tor their consumer goods 
at the higher, fluctuating parallel-market exchange rates. 

.-.. Mr. Messado recommended that the Government 
consider those complaints in relation to Jamaica's 
export standing in the CARICOM bloc, and also 
consider instituting a special CARICOM exchange rate 
which could be somewhere between the official and 
patallel market rates and be used for both imports and 
exports to and from the region. 

.v«* This should not pose too much of a problem, as 
ali CARICOM trade operates under the CARICOM 
Moltilateral Clearing Facility and, in the case of Jamai- 
ca, goes through the Bank of Jamaica so it is not mixed 
up, with the parallel market now being operated by the 
commercial bank”, Mr. Messado said. 

A special CARICOM rate “ need not fluctuate as 
frequently as the commercial bank rate and need only 
be adjusted when there is a definite trend over a period 
of syne that requires review”. 


“ “DEALING WITH ANOTHER CARICOM con- 
cern, Mr. Messado reported that Trinidad and Tobago, 
St: Lucia and Barbados exporters contend that the four- 
category Jamaican impor: quota system, which assigns 
each importer quotas for the importation of consumer 
goods, raw materials, spare parts and capital goods, and 
accords preference to non-consumer goods, discrimi- 
nates against CARICOM exporters who mainly export 
consumer products like clothing, textiles and furniture 


toFamaica. 
ao 


¢- Exporters from Trinidad and Tobago, St. Lucia 
and Barbados are asking for “parity , equal treatment” 
from. Jamaica fo: their products, because they make 
speaal allowance for Jamaican and other CARICOM 
preducts entering their markets. 





3 sJamaica’s CARICOM export market was a rapidly- 
growing one, with the nation’s exports to CARICOM 
hawing increased by 23.9 per cent in 1982 while - 
combined exports to countries outside the regiort only ; 


-incegased by 12 percent from 1981. > - |” + 
‘ After suggesting that some allowance could 


, 


3 
t 


made for CARICOM imports in the new Jamaican. ; 
import quota system, Mr. Messado stressed! “I ani not } 
recommending a capitulation ‘to the demands of dur’, 


Eastern Caribbean friends . But I am of the opinion that” 
in. the final analysis, a freeing-up of CARICOM trade 
can.only work to the benefit of all concerned and that 
Jamaica, as the most industnalized in the region, will 


have the most to gain. 


“It is also a fact that the purchasing power of the 


~ off-fyelled Trinidad economy is much greater than ours, 


despute the larger Jamaican popuiation.” 


Query on Quota System 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 19 Feb 83 pp 1, 15 


{Text } 


The President of the 
Jamaica Chamber of Com- 
merce, Mr. Roy Collisier, 
has again requested of the 
Government a detailed ex- 
planation of the method 
used in establishing quotas 
under the  newly-intro- 
duced economic measures 
formalising the parallel 
market. 

Speaking at Tuesday's 
monthly meeting of the 
directors of the Chamber, 
Mr. Coiliszer said: “I must 
ask again for a detailed 
explanation of rhe method 
used in establishing the 
quotas and, given that 
Government now accepts 
that this method has pro- 
duced unmsanstactory = re- 
sults, what mew method 
they propose 10 introduce 
which will emsure realistic 
and eguitable guotas. 

* Finally, when will this 
exercise be compieted so 
that the importers and 
manutacturers of Jamaica 
may pian the balance ot 
this vear's operations?.” 

Mr. Coilisrer said that 
at iast month's meetmg he 
had expressed the view 


that the commerce: sector | 


was enutied to a detailed 
explo nation trom the Gov- 
ernment as [0 the method 


used in estadlishing quoras. | 


Since thep. no explananon 
had peen received, ai- 
though some members had 
received guotas 





“Regrettably, in many 
instances the quotas re- 
ceived were so absurdly 
smal} that the actual rec- 
eipt of the ‘quota raised 
more questions, not 
menuon dismay, in the 
minds of the recipients 
than betore the quotas 
were issued,” Mr. Collister 
said. 4-9 

“In short, if we needed 
an explanation as to the 
bas. for computing these 
quotas last month, betore 
they were issued,then we 
need chat explanation 
more than ever now,” he 
said. 

MR. COLLISTER SAID 
that it was significant that, 
no sooner had quotas 
started to be issued, than a 
system Of appeals was set 
up. He said that the speed 
with which the appeais 
system was set up led one 
to belreve that tue Govern- 
ment knew thar the quotas 
being issued were nonsen- 
sical, at the time when 
they were issued. 

There was “potennial 
imequity” in dealing with 
the import statisncs for 


1981 and 1982 and chere- , 


fore, he was asking: 
What steps were taken to 
verity the accuracy of the 


information submitted by | 


imperters in respect of pre- 
viows- year's IMports, pnor 
to the issuance of the quo- 


tO - 


Mr. Collister said char 
thé formalization of the 
parallel market also cre- 
ated~ problems in CARI- 
COM. 
®&-Having spent almost 
twe weeks in Barbados in 
the Izst monrh, | have had 
fir-hand expenence of 
the” degree of hostility 
which these measures have 
getterated in the Eastern 
Canbbean,” he said. 

‘Mr. Colhster said chat 
lag: y Barbados im- 
geld ruin as much from 
Jamaica ag jamaica im- 

from that country , 


- and -had foreseen that the 


imbalance of trade be- 
tween the two countnes 
would worsen rhis_ year, 
because the paralle! market 
woule’ make Barbadian 
products 20-25 per cent 
more expensive than simi- 
lar Jamaican products. 
THE JAMAICAN 
POLICY was bound to 


‘ engger retaliatory action 
>on ihe part of its CARI- 


COM trading partners, he 
sant” 


“Kk ws mv. submission 


| thac, if our exports to Bar- 


bados are placed on quota, 
on.a ‘at for tat’ basis, we 
stand to lose much more 
than we can possibly gain 
by restncting Barbados ex- 
ports to Jamaica. The loss 


' of the market. and possibly 


the Tnrnidad market too, 
would do immeasurable 


harm to our manutactur- 
ers,” he said. 








ee ee ee eee 


Mr. Collister said thar 
the policy of purting CAR- 
ICOM on quota seemed to 
him co be quite contrary to 
the Government's policy 
of structural adjustment 
and deregulation. 


in restncting CARI- 
COM imports through the 
quota system, Jamaica was 
creating, once again, che 
local monopoly situation 
which was nor only bad 
for the consumers, but 
constituted the very 
“feather-bedding™ chat the 
Government was trying to 
trying to get away from in 
the structural adjustment/ 


deregulation policy. 


s 


Jamaica should main- . 
tain its position, which is - 


defensible, on the applica- 
tron of the parallel marke: 
rate co imports trom CAR- 
iCOM; but CARICOM 
goods should be cemoved 
trom quota, to “free 
trade” as far as CARICOM 
is concerned. 

“However,” Mr. Collhs- 
ter said, “I submur char, 
with CARICOM goods 
coming into Jamaica at the 
parallel market rate, to- 
gether with the new em- 
phasis on exports, if 1s 
unlikely there will be an 
imbalance in trading in 
favour of CARICCM. Af- 
ter allut our manutacturers 
cannot compete in these 
circumstances they should 
not be in business.” 


Imports Control Committee 


Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 20 Feb 83 p 1 


[Text] The Ministry of Industry and Commerce has established a "Standing 
Committee on Imports Control" to ensure the smooth functioning of the new 


economic measures. 


Announcing the establishment of the committee at a breakfast meeting with 
private sector leaders and members on Friday, Industry and Commerce Minister, 
the Hon. Douglas Vaz, according to a JIS release, described it as "the 

most important committee" set up during his two years of office. He said 

the committee will deal with all issues involving the issuance, clearance 
and funding of licences, as well as the data relating to the importation of 
goods. 


The committee which is comprised of representatives from the Ministry, the 
Bank of Jamaica, the National Planning Agency, the Trade Board, the Revenue 
Board, the Collector General's Department, the Jamaica National Export 
Corporation, the Jamaica National Investment Promotions Limited, the Depart- 
ment of Statistics, the Jamaica Export Credit Insurance Company and the 
Bureau of Management Support in the Prime Minister's Office will meet on 
Wednesdays and Fridays each week. 


Mr. Vaz said that any problems created by the operations of the parallel 
market system will be speedily dealt with by the committee, since it has 
among its members all the important people dealing with the system. 


He stressed that prompt actiun would be expected from it. 


"If we receive notice of any problem and it is brought to the meeting on 
Wednesday, then by the Frida’ meeting, I as chairman would expect a report 
on what has been done. All decisions taken at Committee meeting will be 
immediately communicated by the various agencies to the relevant people," 
he said adding that he is talking about a level of co-operation between 
Government agencies that most people would not dream about. 


He said that the Committee will not just be talking because when a decision 
is taken, it will be carried out immediately or very soon after. 


Appeals 


The Minister went on to urge the representatives of the private sector who 
were called in to be briefed on the operations of the quota system, to make 
suggestions to the Committee on how the parallel market could function even 
more effectively, as well as to set out their views on the problems of the 


System. 


he said that appeals relating to the parallel market system and the new 
economic measures should be addressed to the Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry of Industry and Commerce. 
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Commenting on the allocation of quotas, Mr. Vaz said there is no reason why 
importers of raw materials and capital goods should have quotas of less 
foreign exchange than they received last year since there had been an expan- 
sion of the country's exchange budget. He said that the only area which 
will be repressed will be the consumer goods sectors, because they cannot 


allow adhoc imports to proliferate. 


He told the members of the private sector that Government was not apologising 
for the fact that they are placing emphasis on the productive sector and 
production. 


"If you are in this area, you should not get less foreign exchange. If 
anything, you should get more,’ the Minister added. 


Those attending the breakfast meeting included the president of the Private 
Sector Organisation and the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce, Mr. Roy Collister; 
the president of the Jamaica Manufacturers’ Association, Mr. Anthony 
Williams, and the president of the Jamaica Exporters' Associations, Mr. 


Geoffrey Messado. 


Net from Exchange Transactions 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 21 Feb 83 pp l, 14 


[Text } 


HE PARALLEL exchange market has been — over $5- 
million per week and the Governor of the Bank o Jamaica, 


the Hon. Horace Barber, thinks the market is capable of provid- 
ing much more than that. | — 

Speaking Saturday night at the first graduation ceremony of the Institute of Canadian 
Bankers’ Correspondent Personal Education Programme (PEP) course, Mr. Barber said 
since January 10, the parallel market has developed resources first at a rate of just over Si- 
million a week toa rate of just over $5-million a week. 


He sard that the pertormance of the market is due — for producing the Zoods and service which make us 


to the efforts of the commercial banks, and not the 
Central Bank nor the government. 

“Five million equates with 250 million a year so at 
that rate vou can see that there happens to be a fair 
amount of resources in the market which car be 
captured and channelled to the bese efforts and use of 
the productive sector in jamaica in producing the goods 
and services that we need,” he said. , 

Mr. Barber told his audience of banker’. the 
Bank of Nova Scotia Training Cencre in Acadia,. Sr. 
Andrew, that: “ it 1s the view of the Cenrral Bank char 
we are just breaking into a level of resources which is 
not five million dollars a week but more than five 
million dollars a week.” , 


“WHOSE JOB IT is to ensure that the mechanism 
can acheve those increments in its turnover so that we 
can get to the level of resources which will enable the 
business and manutactunng sector to secure the inputs 
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happy as individuals?” he asked. 


“It is the banking sector,” he said 
Mr. Barber went on to say that what he would Irke 
to put to his audience is that they as bankers should use 
their imagination and inventiveness in lerting the people 
in the Central Bank know what are the forms, and the 
modifications which must either be introduced, or 
removed in order to create a dynamic and effective 
mechanism which can generate the fiow of the re- 
sources to assist the economy 
__“You are the people in touch with the sources of 


funds. You are the people in touch with the people 


who demand tunds. You are the ones who through the 
training that vou have gor can develop the rorms. the 
modes and the modalities which can improve the 
mechanism which we call a parallel marker.’ 


“ {| put it to vou that it is sour }ob in che interest of 
Jamaica to provide us in the Central Bank with rhe 








knowledge which comes trom your own experience and 
training and which we together can use in developing 
this mechanism to the best level of excellence for the 
Jamaican community,” he said. 


MR. BARBER asked his audience to take his view 
seriously, because a Central Bank must work co-opera- 
nvely with the commercial banks in trying to achieve 
the national and economic objectives of any country. 

“I therctore would ask vou, with your training, 
experience and level of professionalism to assist us in 
achicving what we think is a worthwhile objective,” 
Mir. Barber sarc. 


Mr. Barber's comments on the parallel market and 
the task of the commercial banking sector were made 
while expressing a view, which he said he has about the 
commercial banking community in Jamaica and _ its 
relationship to the institution which he heads (the Bank 
ot jamaica), and to certain important ‘areas of activity 
brought to the forefront of economic and business 
operations. 

He said that he did not see the commercial banks 
just as insrtunons which collect and allocate resources 
with 4 spread and come out with a nice profit and loss 
situation, bur rather, he sees them “as playing a very 
dynamic role in the very important task of ensuring that 
the financial inflows of this country support the pro- 
ductive ettorts of the country and relate consistently to 
the priorities and economic objectives which are in- 
tended to make two million people happy.” 


CSO: 3298/386 
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* This is how | see their role,” he said. 


“| SEE THEM conforming to a set of arrange- 
ments which far transcends just the profit and loss 
account. | see them through their imagination and 
inventiveness, assisting not only themselves, but assist- 
ing the Central Bank, the government, and the business 
sector who are their clients in developing the Jamaican 
product and the operations which Sh to that prod- 
uct, so that we can meet the challenges which face us in 
terms of the levels of prices, where our inflation rate 
goes in terms of the growth of the product in real 


terms, in terms of the level of unemployment which we 


may have to live with given the state of the economic 
operations from time to time. | see them making that 
kind of contribution,” he said. 


Mr. Barber said he saw the Central Bank as 
creating an environment and establishing a forum in 
which all the forces and efforts of the commercial 
banks can be mobilised in order to achieve those 
objectives on behalf of the Jamaican population. 


“This is the way | see it, and this is the way | 
conceive of my role as head of the Central Bank. | 
don’t see the Central Bank as here to regulate the 
commercial banks largely. This we may have to do 
because there is a law which say we must regulate. | see 
us working with them as a co-operant factor in achiev- 


| ing these objectives because whether we regulate or 


otherwise, if we do not achieve these objectives togeth- 
er, then everything falls apart,” he said. 





COUNTRY SECTION 


REAL ECONOMIC GROWTH AT 1 PERCENT; SOME SECTORS DO BETTER 


Kingston JAMAICA EXPORTS & INVESTMENTS in English No 3, Jan-Feb 83 pp 1l, 13 


[Text ] 


Despite “The massive 
slump of unprecedented 
proportions” (27.7%) in 
the bauxite/alumina sub- 
sector during 1982 the Ja- 
maican economy expen- 
enced positive real growth 
ot approximately 1%. 

According to the Eco- 
nomic and Social Survey 
publication covering the 
peniod January-September, 
growth at constant 1974 
prices in the economy, ex- 
cepting — bauxite /alumina, 
was estimated at approxi- 
mately 4% in 1982, com- 
pared with 2% in 1981. 

“This targeted growth 
rate for the economy as a 
whole had been approxi- 
mately 4%, the survey, pre- 
pared by the National 
Planning Agency, notes. 
“This performance must be 
viewed against the back- 
ground of the current in- 
ternational — stagflation 
which is being transmitted 
to the Jamaican economy.” 

As in 1981, investment 
expenditure increased 
sharply by over 30% in 
1982, thereby providing 
the basis for increased ca- 
pacity, a prerequisite for 
sustained growth, the Sur- 
vey reported. 

Some 69 new imvest- 
ment projects processed by 
Jamaica National Invest- 
ment Promotions came 
into production in the pe- 
nod  january-September 
1982, involving capital in- 
vestment of $116-million, 
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compared with 22 with 
investment of $37.3 mil- 


lion in 1981. 

Among other favoura- 
ble developments in the 
economy during the year 
was the continued modera- 
tion of inflation which, 
although somewhat higher 
than that of 1981, was still 
considerably below dou- 


_ble-digit level. 


This is reflected both in 
the movement of the Con- 
sumer Price Index and im 
the movement of what the 
Survey terms “the implicit 
G.D.P. deflator’. 

Among _ developments 
which may be regarded as 
negative is the projected 
growth of 12% in domestic 
consumption which was 
somewhat faster than over- 
all economic growth. This 
trend has adverse implica- 
tions for the levelot do- 
mestic savings, according 
to the Survey. 

Despite a projected in- 
crease of abour 20,000 in 
the level of employment, 
the rate of unemployment 
may remain at approxi- 
marely 25%, since there 


labour force than the num- 
ber of new jobs. 

The trend in overall 
export earnings is another 
of the unfavourable devel- 
opments of 1982, owing to 
thé fall in bauxite earnings. 

With this trend in ex- 
ports carnings, the foreign 
exchange cash flow situa- 











CSO: 


tion tightens - a devel- 
opment which could slow 
down the pace of invest- 
ment activity in 1983. 

Four sectors of the 

economy are singled out 
by the Survey for special 
comment, as follows: 
_ Agriculture: Over the 
first six months of 1982, 
the volume of domestic 
agricultural production 
was down 18 per cent 
below the corresponding 
period 1981, but overall 
export earnings of a sector 
increased by 21 percent. 

Bananas, copra, ginger 
and coffee increased, while 


decreases were recorded in. 


Sugar-cane, citrus and co- 
coa. Meat production was 
up O.7 per centr in terms of 
numbers slaughtered, 
though down by 3.2 per 
cent in weight. Egg pro- 
ducation was down by 15 
per cent. 

Over the. whole yyear 
1982, despite the lage de4 
clines in the volume of 
output, the value of prod- 
ucts in the sector, express- 
ed in 1974 prices, was 
expected to decline by 
three per cent from 1981 
levels. 

Construction and Instal 
lation: This sector is ex- 
pected to grow some 29 
percent in 1982 over 1981. 
Employment in this sector 
is projected to be at least 
34,000 up, some 5,009 
over 1981 levels. , 


Manutacturing and 


3298/443 
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Processing: A three per 
cent G.D.P. growth rate is 
projected for this sector 
for 1982. This is signifi- 
cantly up trom the 0.4 per 
cent recorded in 1981. “G- 
iven the level of unused 
Capacity in this sector, this 
performance is below its 
potential”, the Survey 
notes. 


The performance of se- 
‘ected manufactured com- 
modity groups, however, 
was very mixed. Chemical 
and miscellaneous man- 
ufacturing increased sales 
‘by 48 per cent and seven 
per cent respectively, over 
the corresponding: 1981 
period. 


Fifty-two new invest- 
ment projects in the man- 
ufacturing sector totalling 
-3$44-million .. came- on 
Streamy berweerr January 
1981 and September 1982, 
of which 39 (75%) came 
on stream within the Jan- 
uary-June 1, 1982 period. 

There was a 3.8 percent 
increase in employment in 
this sector during the peri- 
od October 1981 to April 
1982, the period for which 
actual data exist. 

Tourism: There was 
continued growth in the’ 
tourism sector during the 
review period. The recov- 
ery of the sector, which 
was characterised by in- 
creasing visitor arrivals, 
started in mid-1981 and 
continued during 1982. 








JAMAICA 


TEACHERS SUBMIT 16-PCINT WAGE, BENEFITS CLAIM TO GOVERNMENT 
Details of Demands 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 11 Feb 83 pp 1, 20 


[Text] A 16-point salary and fringe benefits claim for the island's over 
20,000 teachers, including wage increases of between 20% and 50%, pension 
increase, compensation for injury on the job, and the provision of new 
lunch, clothing and housing allowances and "minimum physical conditions 
for the operation of schools" has been served on the Government by the 
Jamaica Teachers’ Association. 


No figure was given by the JTA as to what the proposed increases would cost 
the Government. However, an unofficial estimate is that the total cost in 
increased salaries, allowances and increments for the first year could be 
in the region of $25-million. 


The claim is in two phases and has a new scale for April 1983 and a 20% 
increase of this scale for April 1983. The JTA's claim also includes 
increases in increments, part-time rates, shift allowances for Principals, 
and the provision of "minimum physical conditions in schools which must 
include adequate sanitary facilities and desks and chairs for teachers". 

It also calls for the upgrading of the present Health Insurance for teachers 
to include dental and optical coverage. 


The claims for housing, clothing and lunch allowances for all teachers are 
new claims. For Principals not provided with cottages, the JTA is requesting 
the provision of housing allowances “on a basis similar to that paid in the 
Civil Service". Such Principals now receive an allowance of $800 per annum. 


For other teachers, the JTA is requesting a housing allowance of $1,200 
per annum, lunch allowance of $600 per annum, and clothing allowance of 
$300 per annum. The clothing allowance being sought is in addition to the 
materials and equipment allowance of $440 now paid to some teachers, and 
for which an increase of $160 is being sought. 


An increase of 50% is being sought in shift allowance paid to Principals 
whose schools have two shifts. The increase would move the shift allowance 
of Primary School Principals from $1,200 to $1,800 and that of Secondary 
School Principals from $1,600 to $2,400. 
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The requested increase in increment ranges from $300 per annum for teachers 
earning less than $10,000 to $660 for those with annual salaries of over 
$16,001. Additional emoluments are also being sought for persons in Posts 
of Responsibility (senior teachers). The increases being sought are 

$600 for the highest category--Senior Teachers Grade I; $1,080 for Senior 
Teacher Grade II and $1,500 for Senior Teacher Grade III. 


The salary increases being sought would move the starting salaries of 
teachers by between 20% for some categories of pre-trained teachers, 50Z 
for trained non-graduate teachers and over 50% for college lecturers. The 
JTA claim calls for a further increase of 20% on all salaries (from next 
April) in the second phase of the agreement. 


The starting salaries for the different categories would be: pre-trained 
teachers $7,500 up from $6,080; (college) trained teachers (Specialist I) 
$12,000 up, from $7,880; trained teachers, with diplomas (Specialist II) 
$13,500, up from $9,380; (university) graduate trained teacher, $15,120, 

up from $10,100; trained, graduate, college lecturer $17,100, up from $11,240. 


Salary increases in the region of 50% are also sought for Principals in all 
categories of schools. The claims also call for increases which would move 
the salaries of a Primary School (Grade I) Principal from $9,080 per annum 
with an increment of $240; that of a Secondary School Principal (Grade IV) 
from $14,960 with an increment of $480 per annum to $22,740 with an increment 
of $660 per annum; and that of a Principal of a college (Grade III) from 
$16,040 with increments of $480 to $24,740 with increments of $660. 


On other matters affecting teachers' welfare and teaching conditions, the 
JTA is also claiming a 50% increase in pensions so "that no pensioner 
receives less than $400 per month". Claims are to be worked out for the 
compensation (in addition to that provided under the N.I.S.) for teachers 


who suffer injury on the job. 


The teachers are also seeking to have minimum physical conditions for the 
operation of a school to be defined to include sanitary facilities, water 
supply, absence of a dust nuisance and the availability of furniture. They 
are also seeking that staff/student ratios for classes shall be: Infant 

or Pre-Primary School 1:30; Primary, (Grades 1-6) 1:35; All-Age (Grades 
7-9) 1:25; Secondary Institutions, 1:25; and Technical and Vocational 


Classes, 1:15. 


The JTA represents about 17,000 of the islands estimated 22,000 teachers. 

A spokesman for the JTA said that no meeting has been held with the Ministry 
of Education since the serving of the notice. However, the association will 
be seeking a date for the first meeting next week. 


Rejection of Government Offer 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 19 Feb 83 p 1 


[Text] The Jamaica Teachers's Association has rejected Government's offer 
of 12 1/2 per cent increase in the first year of a two-year contract which 
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the association is seeking on behalf of teachers in the primary, secondary 
and tertiary levels of the education system. [as published] 


The JTA's claim is to be taken back to Cabinet, after which another meeting 
will be held. The JTA is seeking increases of between 25 per cent and 50 

per cent in the salaries of teachers, in the first year of a two-year con- 
tract starting April 1, and a 20 per cent increase on that scale next year. 


According to a news release by the JTA, the rejection came as a result of 
a meeting held yesterday morning between the Government and the JTA. 


The Covernment's team was led by the Minister of the Public Service, the 
Hon. J. A. G. Smith and included representatives of that Ministry and of the 
Ministry of Education. The JTA's negotiating team was led by its President, 
Mr. Val Grant. 


The news release stated that the JTA team, in presenting its case, took into 
consideration "the parlous financial condition of teachers and the grave 
adverse effects which had already taken place in the education of the 
nation's children". 


At the end of January, the JTA served a 16-point claim on the Government, 
calling for wage increases of between 25 per cent and 50 per cent, increased 
increments and for new allowances for its members. 


The JTA's claim also asks for "minimum physical conditions" in schools and 
for an improvement in the teacher-to-pupil ratio of all levels of the educa- 
tion system. The ‘package’ is estimated at a cost to the Government of some 


$25-million in the first year. 


The JTA represents about 70 per cent of the island's nearly 20,000 teachers. 


The National Union of Democratic Teachers (NUDT) has also served a claim on 
the Government for a new two-year contract for teachers in Primary and 


Secondary schools. 


The NUDT's 22-point claim is for wage increases of between 25 per cent and 
35 per cent in the first year beginning in April, increases in increments 

and allowances and for a wide range of new allowances. It also calls for 

improved physical conditions and an adjustment in the teacher-pupil ratio 

of the schools. 


The NUDT represents 15 per cent of the island's Primary and Secondary school 
teachers. 


The current contract between the Government and the teachers expires at the 
end of March. 


CSO: 3298/386 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


PLANS FOR ANNUAL JLP CONFERENCE IN MAY REVEALED 


Kingston the DAILY GLEANER in English 11 Feb 83 p 20 


{Text ] 


The annual conference of the ruling 
Jamaica Labour Party 1s to be held at the 
National Arena berween May 14 and 29, the 
pariy’s General Secretary and Minister. of 
Construction, the Hon. Bruce Golding, said 
yesterday. 

The conference will 


workshop sessions which will run into May 15. The 
business session will be held on May 22 and the public 


session on May 29. 


The conference was onmginally scheduled to com- 


mence this weekend but was postponed because of the 
visit to the island of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II. Ie 
was later decided to start the conterence on February 
21 but this was rejected because the party's leader, 
Prime Minister Edward Seaga, will be off the island 
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n on May 14 with. 








dunng February 20-23 attending an informal summit 
with Canadian Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau. 

_ One change in the programme for the conference 
ts that, unlike in former years when both political 
parties held their business and publis sessions on 


| successive days, this year’s JLP conference will have the . 


public session one week after the business session 

Senator Golding said that the decision was taken 
by the party executive who took the view that because 
many of the delegates were from the rural areas it was 
inconvenient for them to travel home and back to 
Kingston for the public session in the two days. 

In the meantime, Senator Golding said, the party 
was continuing its political education programme which 
started in October. The party is now holding six 
seminars per month in which members of the executive 
gO into the various constituencies and discuss important 
issues with the “grass-roots” leaders, he said. 











COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


PNP QUESTIONS LEGALITY OF LAW OF SEA RATIFICATION 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 12 Mar 83 p l 


[Text] 


rae 


Sea Convention at the Preparatory Commis- 
sion meeting in Kingston next week was 
questioned in the Senate yesterday, on rhe 
ground that it is only the House of Represen- 
tatives that has approved. the- Convention 
which has not been sanctioned by the Senate. 

Senator Hugh Small, of the Opposition, 
brought up the matter by drawing attention to the 
fact that the Ministry Paper. dealing with the Con- 
vention was bought only to the Lower House and 
not to the Senate. rp 44 

He said that a meeting of the Preparatory 
Commission was to take place next week Tuesday 
and the only parties to the Convention who will be 
abie to vote are those who ratify the Convention. 

“If the Convention is to be ratified by the 
Jamaican Parliament, it should come before both 
Houses of Parliament and should be a part of the 
domestic laws of Jamaica especially since Jamaica is 
hosting the Convention,"’he said. 

Senator Small asked what was the legal status of 
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the Convention at this time. He said that a resolu- 


tion was tabled in the Lower House about the 
Convention but he was not aware of any such 
resolution being brought to the Senate, adding that 
it was customary for matters of that sort to come to 
the Senate. 

After consultation with the Clerk, the Presi- 
dent, the Hon. Oswald Harding, said that limited 
copies of the Ministry Paper were laid in the Lower 
House, but a copy could be made available to the 
members for their perusal. | 

Responding, the Leader of Government Busi- 
ness, Senator the Hon Dr. Ronald Irvine, said he 
has had no consultation with the Ministry responsi- 
ble or the Attorney-General. He said that his own 
feeling was that the proper: procedure should be 
that the resolution passed by the Lower House 
ought to have been brought to the Senate before 
any action is taken. 

He said further that the proper procedure 
would be a Bill to come to the Senate, without 
which it would not become a part of Jamaica's 
domestic law. He undertook to ask the Ministrv of 
Foreign Affairs to advise the Senate on the matter. 








COUNTRY SECTION 


YOUTH ARM OF JLP HITS GOVERNMENT FOR 'COWARDICE' ON OPPONENTS 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 22 Feb 83 p 2 


[Text] py Bevigge Say B serseg The release said that 
Young Jamaica was op- 
Labour Party (LP), pas auu ictimization, ine 
criticised the Government was advising that: “it is 
for what it called “its cow- one thing to pay fip service 
ardice and indecision” in to areas such as victimiza- 
not removing from office tion when well known. 
or shiftmng to other areas | supporters of the Opposi- 
persons who “continue to won who hold key posi- 
sabotage and undermine”, tions in vital areas, are 
the Government in many‘ themselves actively victim- 
important institutions, ' | _ising supporters of the 
. an : Government as well as sab- 
In a release dated Feb--. Otaging vital areas of the 
ruary 9, the organization“ economy.” ~ 
said: “Young Jamaica se- , The release _— said:* 
verely criticises the Gov- ; Young Jamaica says thar: 
ernment for its cowardice | the Government must de- - 
and indecision, ‘in not re- cide whether it is serious _ 
moving from office. or : abour the mandate it_re- 
shifting to other areas. ‘ceived in 1980 and if it is, 
those persons who contin- then it is incumbent upon 
ue to sabotage and under- it to carry out thar man- 
mine the Government in date on behalf of all the 
many important  institu- people.” 
trons such as; Air Jamaica, | 
the Jamaica_ Telephone_ _ The youth arm said that 
Company Limited, the Ja- if the Goverriment failed 
maica Public Service Lim- to act, «« would have no 
ited, che Cement one bur itself cto blame 
Company, National Hotels when che people who gave 
and ‘ropeties Limited, the them the mandate called 
Social Development Com- them to reckoning. 
mission and the National 
Housing Trust. 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


CANE CUTTERS END STRIKE; DISSOLUTION OF CO-OPS UNRESOLVED 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 12 Feb 83 pp 1, 15 


[Text } 


Delegates representing about 4,000 cane cutters at 
Bernard Lodge, Frome and Monymusk sugar estates 
voted yesterday for a work resumpnon on all three 
estates hit by strikes since Monday. ° 

No date was set tor the resumption, which was 
decided on a meeting between the unions - the BITL 
and the NWU- and the delegates ar the Ministry of 
Labour, yesterday, but it is likely to be early next week. 

The decision was taken after discussions on: the 
dissolution of the Sugar Workers Co-operatives; the 
claim tor severance and notice pay; and, other outstand- 
ing matters ansing trom the dissolution of the co- 
Operatives. s 

A release issued after the meeting and signed by 
NWU's President, Mr. H. ©. Thompson and BITU’s 
Assistant Island Supervisor, Mr. LLoyd “Francis, 
said: With respect to the dissolution of the co-opera- 
tives the umons’ representatives advised the delegates 
that efforts were being made to get the Special Tribunal 
which has been established to hear the appeal against 
the dissolution of the co-ops to commence hearings as 
soon as possible.” 

With respect to the claim for severance and notice 
pay and orher outstanding matters, the umons advised 
the delegares rnat approprate steps will be raken shortly 
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ee... 


to request that a special board of enquiry be appointed 
to deal with these matters urgently. 

_ THE DELEGATES were also advised thar in 
keeping with the terms and conditions of the collective 
labour. agreement, it was imperatre that there should 
be normality to allow the industry wide negotiations for 
the 1982, 83 crop to commence. 

Ansing our of these discussions a vote was taken 
which resulted in a unanimous decision among all 
presenr that there should be a work reumption. 

The strikes on the estates started on Monday when 
cane cutters at Monymusk stopped working demanding 
payment of a 14 weeks severance and notice pay from 
the. winding up of the co-ops in 1981. They were 
toHowed by cane cutters at Bernard Lodge and those ar 
Monvmusk, resulting in no cane being trucked from the 
estates to the tactories tor most ot the week. The 
factones continued grinding cane supplied by private 
tarmers, although a spokesman tor the National Sugar 
Company said that this suppivy was below the desired 
level. Some 4,000 cane-cutters are involved. 

The Government has refused to agree tO the 
Payment of the severance and notice pay because the 
workers were themselves owners of he co-ops while 
they were in operation. 








COUNTRY SECTION 


LOAN NEGOTIATED WITH CDC FOR BANANA DEVELOPMENT 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 19 Feb 83 p ll 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


A $17-muillion loan, part 
of a $32 million invest- 
ment ta develop an addi- 
tional 2,200 acres of 
bananas at Duckenfield, Se. 
Thomas, for the export 
market, was signed thurs- 
day afternoon at Jamaica 
House. 

Dr. Marshall Hall, 
chairman of the Jamaica 
Banana Producers’ Asso- 
ciation (J.B.P..) signed the 
agreement which is_ be- 
tween the Commonwealth 
Development Corporation 
(C.D.C.) and Eastern Ba- 
nana Estates Company 
(E.B.E.C.). Mr. Sean Ma- 
gee, local representative of 
the C.D.C., witnessed the 


signing, his organisation 
having signed in the United 
Kingdom. 


Pnme Minister the Rr. 
Hon. Edward Seaga signed 
the loan guarantee. 

Seventy per cent ot 
E.B.E.C. is owned by the 
Government, 20 per cent 
ov the J.B.P.A. and the 
remaining 10 per cent by 
United Brands, of the Unit- 
ed States of America, who 
will de responsible tor new 
technology and manage- 
ment to produce the ex- 
pected high-quality banana 
exports under the project. 

Supplementing the $1”- 


mullior loan, Eastern Ba- 
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nana Estates Company will 


provide $10 million in equ- 
ity, and $5 million will be 
supplied by the National 
Commercial Bank. 

Speaking briefly atrer 
the signing, Mr. Seaga said 
thar there were about an- 
other 6% co 7,000 acres of 
prime banana lands which 
the Government planned 
to develop for the export 
market, to supply another 
100,000 tons of high-yield 
bananas each year. 

Mr. Seaga said that 
there were some 40,000 
planclers at the nursery 
stage, with 5,000 arriving 


‘ each week. By next year, 


there should be about two 
million plants in produc- 
non. 

The Grand Nain van- 
ety, the bananas to be 
developed, were “cosmeu- 
cally beautiful” and should 
be very competitive in the 


United Kingdom, Mr. Sea-— 


ga said. 


He was optimistic that 


the project would do well, 
descnbing it as a marnage 
between the best banana 
producers, some of the 
best concessionary loan 
terms, and best banana 
lands available. 

When Mr. deaga an- 
nounced the !oan from 
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C.D.C. last June in Lon- 
don, he stated that the 
loan would be at 11.6 per 
cent interest with a 10-year 
repayment penod and 3 
five year moratorium on 
the interest. 

Mr. Seaga yesterday 
hailed che C.D.C for the 
loan, Dr. Hall for his work 
in bringing the project on 
stream, and Mr. Richard 
Jacxson, chairman of the 
Banana Company of Ja- 
maica, for his part in the 
venture. 

Mr. Magee said that 
projections were that the 
project would realise net 
foreign-exchange earnings 
of $16.3 million annually. 
The loan, which reflected 
the C.D.C’s commitment. 
to local = agriculture, 
brought chat organisations 
involvement here to $92.8 
million. 

The project should also 
generate employmenr, he 
said. 

Mr. Magee recailed 
how C.D.C had been ap- 
proached ren years before 
about assistance in rehabii- 
irating the banana industn. 
whose decline C.D.C had 
watched with regret. He 
expressed the hope char 
the project would succeed. 
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TWENTY-FIVE PERCENT RISE IN HOUSING COST WILL REFLECT HIKES IN WAGES 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English i2 Feb 83 p 1l 
[Text } “S$ ‘NEW WAGE in order to get — 
agreement, granung a that would guide t in 
35% increase across the. their negotiations with the 
board to workers in the unions. ‘ 
mag, Ay oon As source close to th 
ed this week by- 
i a ployers were at all umes 
resentatives ‘of the In- aware of the fact that the 
corporated workers were entitled to 
Masterbuilders” Associa- ‘ some increases if their 
on on behalf of, the’ standard of living was to 
Joinr Induseria) Council be improved; bur the ulti- 
for the industry and the mate rise eae Ry , = 
en housing oo Y 
a ” low _was also before the : 
— builders always. 
The signing came at the 
end of several maaths of The builders were re- 
hard on both luctant to agree (tO any 
sides, and alt a increase _ would put 
negouations were é' the cost of housing our of 
ducted on a cordial basis, the reach of the low-in- 
rere to aie = come oe hence 
to the pames, ¢ protract otia- 
times: when it seemed that A eS _ 
the industry was about to 
be brought to a standsrill The agreed 35% in- 
because of failure to reach . crease, along with the-par- 
an agreement. je ailel-market trading which 
The umons early last s now in effect in the 
vear made a claim on che island, 1s estimated to in- 
butiders for what crease the cost of housing 
amounted to about a 100 bv over 25 per cent. 
cent imerease. The a ‘alee 
builders called a meeting : on ew so ley at 


of all who are engaged in 
. ool 


the construction the Mumstry of Labour. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


PROBLEMS PERSIST IN BUILDING INDUSTRY DESPITE BOOM 


JAMAICA 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 12 Feb 83 p 11 


[Text ] 


cso: 


ALTHOUGH - the 
building and construc- 
npn industry 
booming, 
mated $500-million in 
‘circulation and a peak 
employment of just of 
40,000 workers, there 
are complaints coming 
from . many quarters 
about . discrimination 
and unfair treatment: 


is now : 
with an esti- - 


Many skilled workers . 


clam that they are unable 
to get employment, while a 
compiaint comes 


some of the country’s ar- : 


chitects that they have 
been dis¢nmuinated against 
in that thev have not been 
asked tq do any of the 
work chat is going on. | 
Some of these architects 


» sav that housing ~devel- . 


opers are shunning them 
and empilaxing foreign -ar- 
chitects. One architect also 
compiained— that 
done for a local private 


work - 


housing. developer has not - 


been paid for despite the 
tact that the building is in 


progress. 
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7 Despite denials from’ 
‘the National Development 


paged some architects 
are saying that that agency 
is mainly responsible for. 
the distribution of a large 
quantity of the construc- 
nop work thar is being 
done for public agencies. 
and it is discriminating 
against them. ‘ 
- Most of the Primary 
Schools that are being 


built, as-well as private- 


sector jobs to the tune of 


nearly 
-said to be almost exclu- 


swely done, by one ar- 


chitect. 

Some contractors and 
builders are also among 
the disgruntied. They say 
that most of the Govern- 
ment jobs are “only gomg 
one way”. 
may be called upon to 
tenJer, they contend,rhat 
invariably is the end of u 
forthem. ~ * 

There 1s still some con- 
struction equipment idling 
in many work-yards. Re- 


cently. a foreign agency. 
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$100-million, -are. 


Although they 


made money available co 
“Jamaica’s builders to repair 
this equipment, but thar 
money was not fully taken 
‘up. One builder said thar it 
would be imprudent to 


_ borrow, money to repair 


these machines when there 
is RO work for them. 
“These machines would 
only be repaired to remain 
idle again,” he said. . 
Some devélopers are. 
also expressing dissatistac- 
tion at the tardiness on the 
part. of a committee char 
has been set up in the 
Ministry of Finance to 
monitor applications for 


housing development and 


to expedite the feasible 
ones. 
- One developer told the 
GLEANER thar this com- 
mittee is doing just the 
reverse of what it was ap- 
pointed to do. 

“In this regard, - 
Government 1s really tak- 
ing two steps forward and 


“one step backwards.” the 


developer said. 











COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


NEW STEEL MILL MANUFACTURING CONSTRUCTION STEEL 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 19 Feb 83 p 6 


[Text] Shortage of construction steel which has for long plagued Jamaica's 
building and construction industry has been greatly eased and in the future 
builders will be having a reasonable supply of this material at their 
request. 


This is a result of the setting up of another steel mill in Jamaica, which 
is now producing several tons of construction steel daily and aims to 
increase its productivity as the need in the industry arises. 


The mill is operated by B.R.C. Jamaica Limited, which is backed by the 
international British steel network of that name, operating in more than ten 
countries outside of Britain. 


General manager of the new mill is Mr. Peter Boydon, an Englishman with 
wide experience in the field, having worked with the parent company from 


as far back as 1959. 


Mr. Boydon has worked in steel plants in the Middle East, Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Pakistan, Malaysia, Singapore, Mauritius, Malawi and in Barbados. 


Speaking with the GLEANER, Mr. Boydon said that architects and engineers 
can now specify the length of the steel they require since his company 


will supply the product at any specified length. 


For the first time in Jamaica, building contractors will be using high 
tensile steel. This is what the plant is manufacturing. It also plans 
to enter the field of fabric steel before the end of this year. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST KITTS-NEVIS 


$13-MILLION SUGAR DEFICIT PROJECTED; UNION STIRS TROUBLE 


Labour Party's Politics 


Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 29 Jan 83 p 1 


([Text] Ever since the change of Government in February 1980, it has become 
a sad fact of life that the Opposition Labour Union Party is committed to 
a callous and wicked policy of playing politics with the jobs of the sugar 
workers in this country. 


We clearly recall that in January 1980, the Labour Government boasted 

loudly that they expected the 1980 sugar output to be the highest since 
1962. The laboratory tests at the Sugar Factory were so favourable that 
Labour was able to gleefully forecast 45,000 tons of sugar from 420,000 
tons of cane. At that time, the price of sugar in the world market was 
£ 400 per ton and rising. The Stock Market exchange rate for the pound 


sterling was E.C.$6.00 and increasing. 


According to our calculations, the Labour Government under those conditions 
was looking forward to an income in the region of $108,000,000 (One Hundred 
and Eight Million Dollars). In any event, that is precisely what 45,000 x 
400 x 6 is equal to. 





What did the Labour Government think was a "fair share" of that estimated 
bonanza as a wage increase for the sugar workers? What did they, the 
Administration who was put into power on the backs of the sugar workers, 
feel the wage increase should have been in 1980, when they were expecting a 
revenue in excess of one hundred million dollars? 


The records are still there, and the records will show that in those 
spectacular circumstances Labour's first offer to the sugar workers was 

just ten (10) percent increase. With an expected surplus of some seventy-five 
million dollars profit,, only ten (10) per cent for the sugar factory and 
sugar estate workers. It is estimated that this ten (10) per cent (of a 

wage bill which was then way below thirty million dollars) would not even 
have amounted to three million dollars, out of the total of one hundred 


and eight million. 
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In Labour's heyday, when they were riding on the crest of the sugar boon, 
those crumbs off the cake were all that the Labour Power Set considered a 


"fair share" for the sugar workers. 


Try to imagine, now, that because of the worldwide collapse of the sugar 
market, the total estimated revenue from the 1983 sugar crop is thirty 
million dollars, the total estimated expenditure on wages and production 
come up to forty-three million dollars, swamping the industry into a further 
thirteen million dollars deficit, and the self-same Labour bosses asking 
fifteen (15) per cent increase and distributing leaflets in the country and 
proclaiming that they are "pressing hard" for a "fair share" of this "large 
amount of money for sugar workers". Talk about trying to get blood out of 
a stone! NACO's wage bill by itself exceeds the entire income for 1983! 
And there are still various other production costs that whether money is 
there or not, they are not to see, nobody must ask them where the money is 


to come from. 


Editorial on Union Aims 


Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 29 Jan 83 p 2 


[Text] Throughout the length and breadth of St. Kitts, fear and uncertain- 
ties are running high among the Sugar Workers who, if they are honest with 
themselves should understand by now, that the Sugar Industry in St. Kitts 
like the Sugar Industry in this region is facing very serious financial 
difficulties indeed, but that the St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party/Union are 


only using them too as political tools. 


To hear the Labour Misleaders (who are wearing two hats--one as Union 
leaders and the other as Political leaders) talk, some sugar workers could 
be led to feel that they can get all the money they ask for if they are 
prepared to go on strike to get it. 


The Labour Union is asking for 15% increase in wages, 8% Goat Water Bonus, 
5% Dull Season Bonus and 8% Christmas Bonus for the reaping of the 1983 
Crop. Needless to say, what they are asking for is the destruction of the 


Sugar Industry. : 


For if the Labour Misleaders are running all over the country telling Sugar 
Workers not to cut one stick of cane unless they get Goat Water Bonus and 
their other demands met, the Labour double-crossers are actually seeking 
to put NACO and SSMC out of business and the Sugar Workers whose cause they 


pretend to champion, out of work. 


The Labour Misleaders are under the delusion that if the Sugar Workers refuse 
to reap the crop the Government will fall. 


As if that is not enough, the Misleaders are trying to instil fear in the 
hearts of the citizens of this peaceful country by trying to give the 
impression that the Labour politicians are for peace but the Government is 


for war. 
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But the Labour Misleaders stand condemned by their ow statements. Their 
Union and Party boss Lee Moore is credited with these statements: 


..The Constitution is only a piece of paper. 
..We have power not only to take land but life as well. 
..We are prepared to take any risk to remove the Government without elections. 


Following the Labour Leader's statements, we had several outbreak of violent 
behaviour. [as published] We had the Machete Incident at Government Head- 
quarters, the burning down of the Court House, the Stone Throwing Incident 
at St. Pauls that led to a Labour supporter going to jail, and Fidel 
O'Flaherty one of Labour's Platform Speakers convicted on four charges of 
Criminal Violence, and jailed for kicking a policeman in the performance of 
his duties, just to name a few. 


Labour's record of Violence speaks for itself. If the Labour Misleaders 
genuinely want peace, instead of going around preaching violence and strife, 
they should act more responsible. 


For even some of their own supporters are finding it very difficult to 
support Labour these days, in the light of their lawlessness, lies and 
irresponsibility. 


Simmonds Pay Offer 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 7 Feb 83 p 5 


[Text ] BASSETERRE, Sun., (Casa): reach agreement on the level of a pay 
ST KITTS-NEVIS Premier, Dr Ken- increase and fringe benefits for the 
Simmonds, on Friday night made workers. 
a final take-it-or-leave-it pay increase The N 
off er of ane and a half per cent to sugar tion (NACO) and the St Kitts Sugar 
workers, and set Monday for the (SSMC) 
in 


Labour Union, which has been pressing projected $30 million dollar deficit this 

for a ten per cent wage hike, said the year. : 

Premier’s decision, announced in a Reaching to Dr Simmonds announce- 

televison broadcast, was unilateral ment, union president Lee Moure said 

and workers to start reaping “We feel that there is a tradition for 

only when told by the union agreement in this industry There is 
Taiks between the inion and the room for agreement. There is time for 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST KITTS-NEVIS 


DETAILS OF CANE HARVEST DISPUTE, CUTTING RESULTS REPORTED 
Labour Failure 
Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 12 Feb 83 pp 1, 11 


[Text] IN spite of an all-out and desperate effort by the St. Kitts-Nevis 
Trades and Labour Union and its political twin the Opposition Labour Party to 
prevent the start of the 1983 Sugar Crop, the reaping of this year's sugar 
harvest commenced on Monday 7th February and made commendable progress for the 
first week of crop. 


Last week Thursday the Premier the Honourable Dr. Kennedy Simmonds addressed 
the Nation in a frank and serious vein on the critical situation in the Sugar 
Industry. Premier Simmonds declared in no uncertain terms that although St. 
Kitts-Nevis is running this most cost-efficient Sugar Industry in the Carrib- 
bean, losses of $18.4 million in 1981, $8.5 million in 1982, and a projected 
$13 million for 1983, have ruled out any chance of the Sugar Corporations 
being able to pay any wage increase in Goat Water Payment this year. The 
Premier said that the Government has still, in the circumstances, made 
provision to assist in the payment of a moderate increase in wages and bene- 
fits. In any case the anticipated 1983 wage bill of $21.5 million is MUCH 
MORE MONEY than the Labour Union Party Government ever dreamt of paying the 
workers when Labour was in power for 30 years. Premier Simmonds explained 
that as Head of the Government he was fully aware of his responsibility to 
protect both the people's livelihood as well as the economy of the country. 


The Labour Union and Party, on the other hand, denounced the start of crop, 
claiming according to them that they controlled the Industry, that they had 
not reached agreement on the conditions of work, and that no crop would start 
unless they gave instructions for it to start. They made a maximum effort to 
prevent the start of crop, distributing leaflets, holding several public 
meetings each day around the country, making house-to-house calls. They told 
their supporters that if the crop is not reaped, Labour will get to stop 
INDEPENDENCE from taking place in September this year, and that this might 
even lead to early General Elections. They went so far as to admit that if 
they achieved their objective, they would stand a chance of bringing down the 
Government, but that if they fail, Labour is finished for good. As usual, 
they have sought to reduce industrial relations in the Sugar Industry to a 
straight political confrontation between Opposition and Government. 
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At the end of the first week, however, the position is that work was being 
carried on on eighteen (18) of the twenty-one (21) sugar-producing Estates, 
and that cane was being hauled steadily to the Sugar Factory for grinding. 


The Sugar Factory itself recorded a 100% turn-out of its Staff, and enough 
cane was delivered from grinding operations to start on Wednesday morning, and 
to continue with an adequate supply of cane until the week-end. It is a LIE, 


a BIG LIE, that the Factory ran out of cane on Friday. 


Ten (10) of the 12 sidings around the country were busy transhipping cane. On 
Thursday the two thousand (2,000) tons of cane which were cut and delivered to 


the Factory roughly equalled an average tally for a day's reaping when the 
full complement of cutters are at work, showing that there is a strong nucleus 


of good cane-cutters on the job. 


For those to whom "seeing is believing", ZIZ Television assembled a production 
crew and went around the island filming Sugar Estate Workers and the Sugar 
Factory hard at work, and interviewing the Heads of the two Sugar Corpora- 
tions, who gave their assurances of satisfaction with the way crop had 


started. 

Minister of Agriculture's Tour 
Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 19 Feb 83 p 2 
[Text] Agriculture Minister the Honourable Michael 0. Powell on Wednesday 
inspected and congratulated the work-rate of a full compliment of cane-cutters 
engaged in reaping 2a cane-field at Lambert's Estate. 


The Honourable Michael Powell was well received by the workers, who represen- 
ted a 100% turnout of the Lambert's, Wingfield Plantation. 


The Honourable Michael Powell also visited the nearby Wingfield Citrus Proj- 
ect, which was implemented by the Government last year. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST KITTS-NEVIS 


SIMMONDS DISCUSSES POWER, SUGAR INDUSTRY PROBLEMS 
Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 12 Feb 83 p 12 


[Address by the Premier of St. Kitts/Nevis, Dr. the Honourable Kennedy 
Simmonds given over ZIZ radio and T.V. 12 Feb 83] 


[Text] Fellow Citizens, 


Good Evening. I wish to speak to you tonight on two subjects: First, the 
recent electricity problems and secondly, an update on the Sugar Industry. In 
the greater part of this week the Basseterre and St. Peter's Communities have 
been suffering from the lack of electricity caused by a series of breakdowns 
in the main underground electrical cable known as the Basseterre Fing Main. 
The causes of these series of disruptions are: 


(1) that the underground cable is thirty (30) years old and should have 
been replaced a long time ago; 


(2) that the demand for and consumption of electricity has grown by 
leaps and bounds as individual living standards have increased and as commer- 


cial activity has grown. 


The use of air-conditioners, electrical cookers, hot water heaters, freezers, 
and other major appliances have caused the electrical system to be overloaded 


beyond its designed capacity. 
Steps Take Before the Breakdown 


Let me assure you that the Government has been aware of the critical situation 
in our electricity supply and had already taken steps to rectify the situa- 
tion. It is unfortunate that the breakdowns occurred before steps in this 
area could be implemented. Be assured, however, that the matter is well in 
hand. The Government has had approval from the European Development Fund for 
a "St. KITTS ELECTRIFICATION PROJECT". The team of technical advisers visited 
St. Kitts on 24th-25th November last year to finalize discussions on the 


Project. 


The total estimated cost of this Project is about $2.3 million and would take 
care of the present load and provide for our future growth and expansion. In 
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addition, the Government has had approval in principle from the Caribbean De- 
velopment Bank for a loan to purchase an additional new 12 KV 3.6 electricity 


Generator at a cost of $8.1 million. 
Action to Relieve Cause 


Recognising the urgency of our situation, while we will intensify our efforts 
to speed up the disbursement of funds from these AGencies, Government will 
also act now, to relive the cause of the problem. It is proposed that very 
shortly, certainly within the next two weeks, the Electricity Department will 
begin the setting up of that part of the Project which involves the installa- 
tion of the new 11 KV relief for the Basseterre feeder. This work will take 
several weeks. In the meantime, the Department will undertake a programme of 
loadshedding to relieve the pressure on the ancient Ring Main. In addition, I 
am appealing to each and every one of you in the affected area, to reduce your 
use of air-conditioners, cookers, water heaters, and other major electrical 
appliances, as this will help to reduce the likelihood of breakdown while cor- 
rective measures are being taken. 


Appreciation and Gratitude 


I wish to express my sincere appreciation and yours as well, to Mr. Blondell, 
General Manager of the Electricity Department, and his entire Staff for their 
hard work and commitment during this tyring time as they worked through the 
night and into the wee hours of the morning, to ensure that power was restored 
by the week-end as was previously promised. I also wish to express my grati- 
tude to you for being very understanding and patient as you sustained some 
losses and considerable inconvenience. 


Update of Sugar Industry 


I will now deal with the update of the Sugar Industry. A little over a week 
ago, I spoke to you about the Sugar Industry, and announced the start of the 
1983 Crop for Monday 7th February. This was set against the background of 
attempts by NACO and SSMC to expedite the bargaining process since November of 
last year and the "delaying tactics" employed by the St. Kitts-Nevis Trades 
and Labour Union. I explained to you that the customary process of negotia- 
tion and consultation had been exhausted. since then, the leaders of the 
Labour Party have taken it upon themselves to go around the country to 
persuade workers in the Sugar Industry NOT TO WORK. They proceeded from 
village to village, spreading political propaganda by loudspeaker and by 
personal contact in order to prevent the start and to interrupt the continu- 
ation of the 1983 Crop. 


The Mischief-Makers Have Failed 


That they have failed - is a tribute to the intelligence of the majority of 
the workers in the Industry. The Industry employs about 5,000 persons and of 
this less than 500 canecutters stayed away from work. Every one else turned 
out for work. The mischief-makers have failed, and they have failed miser- 
ably. Harvesting of cane began on Monday 7th February and grinding operations 
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at the Factory began on Wednesday at 11.20 a.m. These grinding operations 
continued steadily without any loss of time because of shortage of cane. 


It is significant to note that there has been 100% worker turnout on every 
single shift at the Sugar Factory during this first week of operations. That 
is to say, that not a single worker was absent during this first week. So 
much so that, persons who went to the Factory seeking to fill vacancies, could 
not be employed - yet. The fact that the Factory lost no time being out of 
cane is ample evidence that the cutter attendance was satisfactory. 


Sugar Workers Recoguize the Facts 


On Thursday last, two thousand (2,000) tons of cane were cut. This is normal 
for an average working day and I wish to congratulate all of those workers who 
have worked so well during this first week of Crop. The fact that you have 
worked, is a clear indication that you have been able to think for yourselves, 
and to correctly assess and understand the position of the Sugar Industry. 

You recognize, even if others do not, that this Crop was started for YOUR 
benefit, so that YOU could earn a living. You realize that if the Crop is 
reaped, the Industry will receive about $30.3 million, and out of this, the 
workers will get about $21.5 million in wages and benefits. This is more than 
one-half of the expected revenue and shows that the workers are being fairly 


treated. 


The Opposition Misleaders have told you that the money is here already. Your 
presence at work shows that you recognize this as the rubbish that it is, be- 
cause you know that while the Crop stands in the fields there can be no money. 


Opposition Using Workers as Political Tools 


In St. Paul's, Dieppe Bay and Saddlers, they tell their supporters that by NOT 
working, they will bring down the Government. This makes the point that the 
Opposition is trying to use the sugar workers in those areas as political 
tools for their own selfish purposes. The fact of the matter is, they are 
afraid to face the General Election of 1985, and are trying now to find a way 
to smash up the country before them. 


The Genuine Trade Unionists 


The genuine Trade Unionists among them however, are at work in the Sugar 
Industry. Some of the Union negotiators have been working (and quite rightly 
so) because, they understand the motives of their political leaders. If the 
Union negotiators themselves car to out to work, and earn a full week's work, 
what sense does it make for YOU to stay at home and earn nothing? Especially 
when you are being told that the reason why you must not work is because the 
Union is not satisfied with the conditions of work. 


The truth is that, the Union is not really dissatisfied with the conditions of 
work. It is the Opposition politicians who are making a desperate and last- 
ditch effort to disrupt the smooth-running of the country. I do not intend to 
join the Opposition in making the Industry a political football. I am 
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discharging my responsibility as the Head of this Government to provide the 
opportunity for the workers in the Industry to earn a living now, and to get 
some help in the hard times of the Dull Season. 


Bonuses are a Percentage of Earnings 


Those of you who are working now, in addition to earning now, you are also 
providing for the Dull Season, when you will get your End-of-Crop, Dull Season 
and End-of-Year Bonuses. these bonuses are a percentage of your wages. The 
more you earn now, the more you will get then. 7Z of nothing is nothing. 
Those who do not earn now will not be in a position to get anything when bonus 
time rolls around. As I said in my first broadcast, the Government is provid- 
ing work for all of you. You are free to choose to take it or not. 


I congratulate the diligent workers in the Sugar Industry, and once again, I 
seize the opportunity to thank and pay tribute to the Staff of the Electricity 
Department, for their sterling performance during the past week. 


Fellow Citizens, Good Evening and God Bless You. 


CSO: 3298/433 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST KITTS-NEVIS 


BRIEFS 


HOTEL FIRE--BASSETERRE, Fri., (Cana)--FIRE TODAY destroyed the main building 
of the big State-owned Royal St. Kitts Hotel, on the Sprawling, 850-acre 
Frigate Bay tourist development, about a mile and a half east of the capital. 
No one was injured. The Government radio Station said that according to po- 
lice investigations, the blaze was caused by an exploding propane gas cylinder 
in the kitchen of the 150-room hotel. An adjacent casino was also destroyed, 
and damage was estimated at about $10 million. The razed main building was 
the venue of the 1975 Caribbean Community (Caricom) Heads of Government con- — 
ference, hosted by St. Kitts-Nevis. [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in Eng- 
lish 26 Feb 83 p 5] 


FIRING OF STRIKERS-~BASSETERRE, Mon., (Cana)--ABOUT 200 workers at a Bras- 
‘iere-making factory in St. Kitts, who went on strike just under two weeks 
ago, have been fired, union officials have said. The workers picketed the 
company premises last Friday, after their representative, the St. Kitts-Nevis 
Trades and Labour Union, told them it had received a letter from management , 
stating that most of them had been dismissed. Employees of Wellington, Ltd. 
stopped work on February 16, following the company's failure to give them a 
wage increase. The union said the company had guaranteed them an annual ten 
per cent wage increase for three years, in an agreement between the two par- 
ties. [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 1 Mar 83 p 5] 


CSO: 3298/433 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


SHAKY POSITION OF SUGAR INDUSTRY REVEALED IN CDB DOCUMENT 


Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 28 Jan 83 p 1 


[Text] The anxiety that many Vincentians have been expericncing regarding 
the plight of the Sugar Industry has been corrobocated. [ss published] 
Information from a source which we regard as unimpeachable has been brought 
to our attention. The data was provided in September last year but has 
just come to hand. 


An alleged CDB document reported the recently completed evaluation of the 
reintegrated sugar rehabilitation project. The evaluation indicated a 
perilous financial position. 


The following were blamed for the predicament of the St. Vincent Sugar 
Industry Ltd., 


1. Construction and commissioning costs of the Sugar Factory were approxi- 
mately EC $28.43 million, resulting in a cost of overrun of EC $6.13 
million. 


2. Low production levels and high energy costs of the 1982 sugar crop 
resulted in an operation loss of EC $3.621 millomillion. 


3. The cost overrun and accumulated operating losses have been financed 
almost entirely by means of a Commercial Bank overdraft through NCB. The 
overdraft level currently stands at approximately EC $11.0 million. 


4. Even allowing for an estimated 30 per cent improvement in out put and 
4.0 percent reduction in energy costs, the financial projections show that 
SVSIL will incur losses of over EC $6.2 million during the next three years. 
This would result in the build up of over the next four years of an over 
draft of just under EC $16 million unless adequate provision is made to 
finance the loss. In fact the figure would be higher as no provision has 
been made on the project to cover the interest on the overdraft. 


Against this background the CDB noted with concern that, 


1. The operations of the distillery had not been integrated with those of 
the Sugar factory although this was the basis for the CDB's decision to 
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grant the additional loan to SVSIL. In fact the distillery was calculated 
as part of the Government's contribution to the Integrated Sugar Rehabili- 
tation Project, enhance the viability of what was statements considered a 
marginal project. 2. A firm of independent auditors has not yet been 
appointed to audit the financial statements of SVSIL as required by the Loan 
Agreement. 3. No counterpart has been appointed to under study the General 
Manager in accordance with the Technical Grant Agreement. 


The much vaunted sugar industry seems to have turned into a bitter pill 
for the Vincentian Taxpayers to swallow. 


CSO: 3298/390 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


"CONFUSION' MARKS POLITICAL SCENE, SPATE OF PARTIES 
Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 6 Feb 83 p 16 


[Article by Nora Peacocke] 


[Text] Kingstown. The confusion brought about by a young, irresponsible 
Opposition politician sitting in the House of Assembly has certainly high- 
lighted deficiencies in the St. Vincent and The Grenadines Constitution. 
This is not to say that deficiencies have never been noted. 


For a long time the National Council of Women has claimed that more than one 
clause in the nation's highest legal document fails to protect women from 
discrimination. 


The national newspaper, THE VINCENTIAN, has in the past drawn attention to 
the inconsistency of spearheading the right of free association by workers, 
without providing for the categorical right to use those associations as 
their official negotiators with employers. In other words, making it 
encumbent on employers to acknowledge the role of unions as their employees’ 
bargaining agents, if more than 50 per cent of the workers so wish. 


Serious Trouble 


The same newspaper got into serious trouble with the Government and was 
deprived of government advertising (a measure still in operation against the 
publication) for daring to oppose (quite fruitlessly) an amendment to the 
Constitution which permitted the same party to provide at the same time 

both the Leader of the Opposition and a senior Minister of government! 


The resulting ridicule heaped on St. Vincent and The Grenadines regionally 
and internationally was a bitter pill for a lot of Vincentians to swallow-- 
even many who supported the ruling St. Vincent Labour Party unequivocally. 
Unfortunately the support was so steadfast that the constitutional amend- 
ments stood firmly through that Labour Party Government and well into the 
next--the present one which is two-thirds gone! 


Now things have started to backfire, for the ridiculous situation which has 
arisen gives no joy this time to Prime Minister Milton Cato and his party. 
This time the country is a laughing stock with no compensations even to the 
people who made the comic-opera farce possible. 
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So it has come about that with the existing spate of political parties-- 
even in a Parliament that can only boast three Opposition members, no two 
of them currently belong to the same party! The result is that by switching 
his official support from one member of the Opposition to the other, an 
irresponsible person can upset the apple cat so effectively that Opposition 
Senators and the Opposition Leader can change with nauseating rapidity. 

[as published] Unfortunately St. Vincent and The Grenadines has a repre- 
sentative of the people on its Opposition bench who has all the character- 
istics necessary to defy propriety, eschew personal dignity and obviate 
national pride. His name is Calder Williams and he is the MP for the North 
Leeward constituency. 


Since the general elections of December 1979, Williams's political antics 
in the House have caused chaos. [as published] He was elected on a New 
Democratic Party ticket, and as the only sitting Opposition member was 
automatically appointed Leader of the Opposition by the Governor-General. 
When a by-election in the Grenadines brought to the House Williams's 
party leader, James Mitchell, Williams immediately resigned from the NDP 
and formed his own party (the Working People's Party). He kept the post 
of Opposition Leader as he already held it and Mitchell alone could not 
alter the status quo. Williams of course sacked the two NDP Senators and 
named two of his own choice. 


Then Randolph Russell defected from the ruling St. Vincent Labour Party in 
whose Government he was Minister of Health. "Under a parliamentary arrange- 
ment" Williams resigned as Opposition Leader and threw his weight behind 
Russell, who was appointed. Williams's two Senators were replaced by two 
named by Russell from his New Progressive Democratic Party. 


But there was more to come? Later Williams switched his support from 
Russell, dissolved the WPP and declared his allegiance to Mitchell and his 
desire to re-join the NDP. Out went the two Opposition Senators and 
Governor-General Sir Sydney Gun-Munro, a man of integrity who by this must 
have been tearing his hair in impotent fuss, appointed Mitchell as Leader 
of the Opposition. Mitchell of course named two new Senators, bringing 

to eight the number who had occupied the two seats since the 1979 elections. 


Last Card 


But readers must not think that Mr. Calder Williams had played his last 
card. When Mitchell and his NDP refused to entertain the idea of reaccepting 
him into the party, he promptly withdrew his support for Mitchell! 


However he has not apparently transferred it to Russell. So at the moment 
things stand with Mitchell still Opposition Leader--but not, it seems, 
supported by either of the two other Opposition members. And neither of 

the others is in a position to unseat him without the backing of a colleague. 


Some believe that Sir Sydney can, "in his own deliberate judgment", leave 
Mitchell as leader since he has the qualification of "senority" to his 
credit. [as published] Under the Constitution the other criteria are 
"most votes cast" or a combination of the two. 


CSO: 3298/390 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


WILLIAMS ASKS MITCHELL TO RESIGN AS OPPOSITION LEADER 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 10 Feb 83 p 5 
[Article by Mike Findlay] 

[Text] Kingstown, Wed., (Cana) 


Calder Williams, the Opposition parliamentarian in St. Vincent and The 
Grenadines who supported James Mitchell, last September, as Leader of the 
Opposition here, but withdrew that support five months later, has now 
called on Mr. Mitchell to resign as Opposition Leader or face the prospect 
of being removed. 


Mr. Williams said here he made the call because of Mr. Mitchell's unconcern 
for his support in Parliament, the rejection of his application to rejoin 
Mr. Mitchell's New Democratic Party (NDP), and what he termed the Opposition 
Leader's continuing arrogance and criticisms of him. 


There are three Opposition parliamentarians here, none of whom supports the 
other. Mr. Williams, who withdrew support, last month for Mr. Mitchell as 
Leader of the Opposition, has so far given no clue as to what his next move 


will be. 


"I have already supported both Randolph Russell and James Mitchell, at one 
time or another, but neither of them has ever supported me", he declared. 


Mr. Williams was the first Leader of the Opposition to be appointed here 
after St. Vincent's last general election in 1979. But two years ago, he 
stepped down from the office in favour of Mr. Russell, who had resigned as 
Minister of Labour and left the ruling St. Vincent Labour Party. 


Then last year, Mr. Williams withdrew support for Mr. Russell and supported 
Mr. Mitchell, instead. 


Mr. Williams is now saying that since he has withdrawn his support for Mr. 
Mitchell, the Opposition Leader's appointment should have been revoked, and 


he (Williams) appointed in place. 


St. Vincent and The Grenadines' Constitution states that where there are 
two or more Opposition parliamentarians who do not support each other, the 
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Governor General, in making the appointment, shall be guided by the senior- 
ity of each, based on “his length of service as a representative, by the 
number of votes cast in favour of each at the last election of representa- 
tives, or by both seniority and such number of votes." 


Mr. Williams was first elected to Parliament here in 1979, while Mr. 
Mitchell entered the House back in 1966 and has been a member since that 
time, except for seven months between the December 1979, general elections 
and the by-election in June, the following year. 


Mr. Williams claims that the Constitution provides for his appointment as 
Leader of the Opposition. He contends that "seniority," in the context of 
the Constitution, means "continuous service", which disqualifies Mr. Mitchell 
from being appointed, in view of his seven-month break in service last year. 


He said, also, that the other criterion for the appointment, under the cir- 
cumstances now existing here--that is the number of votes cast in favour of 
candidates "in the last election of representatives", was meant to be on 
the result of the country's last general election and no other. 


cso: 3298/390 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


BANANAS TC BRING REDUCED PRICES ON UK MARKET 


Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 7 Jan 83 p 3 


{Text ] 


CSO: 


The St. Vincent Banana 
Growers Association has 
been informed by its 
Representative in the 
United Kingdom that the 
price payable for its 

banana has been reduced 
from L3.60 per ton to L350 
per ton. Earlier in 1982 
the Association was 
receiving L380 per ton. 
Tremendous pressure is 
being put on our marketing 
agents to reduce the price 
further. 

Windward Islands banana 
production is now on the 
increase. and this means 
that other banana 
marketing companies in 
‘he United Kingdom, e.g. 
Fyftes and Jamaica 
Producers. will be 
required to m. .ket some 
Windward Islands fruit. 
However Recause of 


3298/435 


current market eo} 
these 


Companies a 

pesae A less for Windward 
Islands bananas than Geest 
is presently paying. Should 
Geest attempt to market 
all Windward Islands 
banafias themselves, J.P. 
and Fyffes could 
easily obtain bananas 


flood the banana market in 
the U.K. 
further. 


The Association is con- 
cerned about the drastic 
reduction in the G.M.P. 
since this - means that 
receipts from bananas 
sales will be reduced. In 
addition to the low price 
which the Association is 
receiving ‘comes the 
problem of depressed 
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exchange rates. Whereas 
the exchange: rate of the 
EC Dollar to the L sterling 
was $5.00 in January, 1982 
the present exchange rate. 
averages $4.30, 

The Board of Directors of 
the Association therefore 
took the decision to reduce 
the price payable to 
banana growers from 17c 
to 16c per lb, with effect 
from the ‘‘irst shipment in 
January, 1983. Even at this 
figure the price payable is . 


Deing supported -sub- 


stantially from past 
savings < current 
borrowings « cushion 
the effect 0. the 
situation cAused by the 
-ombination of the present 


unfavourable Gr-en 
Market Prive and &x- 
change rate., 











COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


PARTIES CITE OBJECTIONS TO REPRESENTATION OF PEOPLE ACT 


MNU Position 


Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 18 Feb 83 p 1 





[Text ] It is not often that the opposition elements in St. Vinrent 
Grenadines find consensus 


Parties. 

The Vincentian is attempting to discover the main reasons 

for their objection from all the opposition parties. In 

fact we have so far received replies from two: 

Dr Ralph Gonsalves Movement for National Unity 

(MNU) and Dr Gideon Cordice ’s St. vincent and 

the Grenadines National Movement (SNM). The two 
published 


statements are below. 


MNU"s Views 


The Representation of the purpose. However - and 
People Act, No 7 of 1982 this ‘is the big bone of 
and the tion of contention - tne 
Electors Regulations, SRO prospective voter may be 
No 61 of 1982 .,contain the allowed to vote without the 
legal machinery and requi red 

provisions under whichany «: tification card if he 
new election would beheld. proves tothe residing 
Together they constitutean  Officer’s satisfaction 
open sesame for elec- either (i) that he has nut 
toral fraud. been issued with a card or 
The central objections of (jj) that he -has been 
the MNU tothe Act concern issued with sucha card but 
(1) the proposed new j¢ has been lostor 


procedures for voting as a 
Eoneequence of the in- She card he Presiing 


mn ead aque, | tap Gown 

em. ; may accept any other 
and (2) the provisions of mode of fdent ication 

‘the registration of voters. that he may 
Sections 4 andSofthe Act deem _  satiatisfactory 
are the main focus for having regard to the cir- 
these objections. cumstances of the case., 
Section 4 states that no Clearly, this provision — 
¥ shall a central to the new electoral 
ft oa system —leaves too much 


card issued to nim ror this = Presiding Officer. Further. 
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main. likely to be prevent electoral fraud-; 
peed ar of the «ruling (3) the limitation of 30 days 
it requires little imposed on the prospechve 
Peevination to conceive of voter en ae 
the huge potential for registered (Section 8) when 
multiple voting by in fact there ought to be no 
‘certain people gues to the Cabs 
to 
—_—- the vote 2 a = > 
second major ob- amend election rules 
on related to the madz pussvent of the Act 
qualifications <for withers: reference to 
tion as a voter as _ Parliaccom ang (4) the 
outlined in Section 5 of the cumbersom~ procedures in 
Act. Hitherto, the registration of voters., 
residential in Fundamentally too, a 
a constituency for voting in number of powers placed in 
it was 12 months — the hands of one man the, 
s 3 months ‘ 
Act say roy 4 rcs by 
be an attractive an” ecenens Gale re 
> from the This is not to =“ the 
point of having integrity of person 
moreelectors on whonow this post, it 
But the question, is is simply to assert an 
which sectors ?Since the, alternative position which 
registration of voters is likely to engender 
intended to be continuous, greater public confidence 
there is unlikely to be in the The 
sufficient time available to MNU has written 
opposition parties to the Prime Minister on this 
scrutinise the list for these matter in addition to other 
new 3-month electors, aspects of the electoral 
perhaps no more than the system., 
required minimum of 7 Uniess the necessary 
days. Meanwhile, the changes © are made: the 
governing "arty would be new election law, the 
in possession of these lists. possibility of the o 
It would be that party's election being unfair 
‘supporters from great. The Movement for 
other constituencies which National Unity (MNU) 
are ._ ‘likely to be 3-month has already started a 
electors in the new con- public ca ign = ‘a 
stituency In this way issue and it ot 
multiple votin g is likely to patriotic citizens become 
occur.,- involved in making the 
Other serious objections demand for a free and fair 
relate to (1) The absence of electoral system 


National Movement Views 


Kingston THE VINCENTIAN in English 18 Feb 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text] West Indian politics has not been without its share of election mal- 
practice, Stories of such election misdemeanours abound not only on the re- 
gional but also on the local scene. In this day and age everyone is still 
surprised at the amount of latitude still existing for cheating at elections. 
Some people even boast about their illicit acts in these activities. What a 
scandalous commentary on our age and standards! 
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For the past 31 years we have, allowed the powers which the 
law has given into our grasp to become blunt at the edges. At the next elec- 
tion it is proposed to introduce a new method for voting, i.e. Each voter is 
to be photographed and issued with an identification card,. This method has 
been championed as the most effective method of conducting free and fair 
elections - But is it? 


But look at us! 


What is a free and fair election? Is it merely to ensure that persons on the 
magic list of the registers of voters are given the opportunity to vote? Or 
is it to ensure that all persons qualified to vote are in fact placed on the 
lists? Everyone knows that the secret of free and fair elections really de- 
pends on the proper preparation of the registers of voters. 


In every enlightened country every attempt is made to ensure that the regis- 
ters of voters are maintained by regular updating. A census was supposed to 
have been carried out in St. Vincent in 1980 but as in most things affecting 
the affairs of this country the Government behaves as if these matters are for 
the, information, use and edification of the Government only. The 1980 census 
could have been an excellent means of preparing valid and up to date registers 
of voters but to date no release of the census figures has ever been made by 
the Government. 


In the re tation of person to be 

the -People’s Act, 1982, placed on the list and the 

on was made for the ue of identification 

ters of voters to be cards to each such person? 

prepared.and published on From the 1979 elections 

nted Day” ine there has been no ting 

1982 but 1982 ed of the registers voters 
without there ha so that people who, 

been any attémpt to have died since then still, 

with the Act. So remain on the lists, Those 





muchsothat amending who have attained the age 
legislation has had to be of 18 years: bince_ that date 
passed making .1983 the are now qualified to be 
when ae es ced on the lists and what be 

voters are moreeventhose persons w 
on “The _ ted were omitted the 
Day”. To date no “Ap- last lists: are still not 
pointed Day” has been anywhere recorded as 
stipulated. In the past, being voters. . 

between the 1st Februa Anyone would think that a 


and 31st March of eac 
when the electoral lists 
ee eee 
‘bro ? : 
SO fer the Mets to be 
before ‘the New 


prepare complete and 
accurate registers of 
voters, which entail the 
photographing of every, 
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Government interested in 
carrying out free and {air 
elections, a government 
interested in obtaining a 
true ‘*TMandate «to 
Govern ." A Government 


would by now have 
themselves about 


the People’s business. To 
continue to produce 
of voters which 


disenfranchise persons 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


GROUPS CRITICIZE ELECTRICITY SERVICE, OPPOSE RATE HIKE 


Workers Movement Statement 


Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 7 Jan 83 p 10 


[Text ] 


Wiinister 


The campuig1 of the 
United People’s movement 
‘UPM) against the in- 
crease in rates by the St. 

Vincent 

Zlectricity Services is 
continuing., 

Political Leader Oscar 
Allen started the 
protest ball rolling with a 
letter to to the Prime 
dated 20th 
December 1982., 

Mr Allen’s letter included 
the following statements., 


“Already with light bills a. 
hign as they are now, the 
people of this country can 
barely afford to pay 
more on top of all the other 
cills and expenses they 
have to meet. And it js not 
to say that the electricity 
service is so good. Black- 
outs are common. 
Sometimes the voltage 
goes up ana down. People 
nave their meat spoiled 


their radios mashed up. In. 


this mogern day and age 
there are still a good few 
areas in the country that 
don’t have electricity, like 
above the Dry River for 
instance. it is oniv because, 
of the nara and efficient 
‘work put in daily by the 
workers at YINLEC that 
blackouts are not much 
longer than_ they are in 
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The 1982 World Bank 
Report which you like to 
quote, statea that a new, 
price increase of tnree ana 
a half cents should be 
sufficient to put VINLEC in 
a good position. We feel 
that even the 3'2 cents is 
too steep for our people to 
bear in these hard times. 
Yet what we are hearing 
now is that CDC wants to 
force up the price not even 
by the three and a half 
cents you had approved but 
oy as much as five cent- 


There is much that your 


‘ Government can do to stc, 


CDC's greedy exploitation. 
We understand the 
need for VINLEC’s 
operations to b. expanded. 
The UPM would like to see 
the people of Sandy Bay 


. ve throughout the ui 
Grenadines and so on get 
light. But EDC must not be 
allowed to do as it pleases. 
4s a first step we propose 
that your Government 
freeze the price of elec- 
tricity at its present rate 
pending the report of a 
Commission of Inquiry into 
CDC’s management of our 
electricity services., 
"We propose that a full 








scale inquiry be carmed out 
dy outstanding 
Vincentian 


CDC's investment policy, 
its level of profits, its 
relations with CDC 
workers who are still 
struggling to have their 
Unicn recognised. its 
main‘enance of plant and 
equipment , its refusal to 
run lights in certain areas, 
in general its overlil 
operations. 


The UrM that 
you nationalise CDC's 
opsrations after the 


Inquiry.. 
The UPM that in 
expanding VINLEC’s 
operation, the Govern- 
ment seek to make as much 


use of our water power a» 
possible so as to keep down 
the Other Charges and that 
solar and wind energy be 


The UPM propuses wnat 
the Board of Directors 
sitting on a nationalised 
CDC should be made up of 
competent patriotic 
people whm are 
representative of the broad 
Mass of Vincentians 
regardless of which 


political party they sup- 
port.”’. 


To date the party has 
picketed the Vinlec 
Headquarters  twice- 
Fricay 7th and Friday 14th 


situation. A UPM 
spokesman reports a 
faifairly favourable 


Meanwhile a petition 
initiated by the party 
against the price increase 
is still receiving 
signatures. By the end of 
‘ast week some 2,500 
people had signed. 

The five cents per unit 
increase went into effect 
on January ist, 1983., 


UPM Campaign 


Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 21 Jan 83 p 4 


[Text] "The time is drawing near when Workers will have to cast fear of Vic- 
timisation aside to protect their blessed land from Aristocracy and Totalitar- 
fjanism. So ends a Press release from Noel C. Jackson, General Secretary of 
the National Workers Movement. 


The release states categorically, "The National Workers movement is the only 
Union that has so far presented proof of a "Majority" membership within the 
Company"--Vinlec (St. Vincent Electricity Services). it claims that when "the 
outgoing St. Vincent Workers Union was forced into dissolition because of its 
corrupt leadership" over two thirds of its membership joined the National 
Workers Movement. That was in 1979, and the N.W.M. has been claiming recog- 
nition rights since then. 


According to Mr. Jackson the C.T.A.W.U. sought recognition on the 2nd on the 
invitation of the St. Vincent Workers Union, but this was rejected by the 


Workers. 


114 














The release declared that the Vinlec workers have seen the dismissal of their 
fellows "because of their militancy and consciousness towards injustice" and 
this has cemented their will, "creating a block controlled only by the N.W.M. 


The N.W.M. Secretary-General refers to attempt to control the Workers Movement 
in St. Vincent so that it assumes a position foreign to the Workers’ needs and 


aspirations. 


"We are aware of our position, we are the watchdog of the Workers in St. Vin- 
cent and the Grenadines. Democracy is being slowly taken away, the release 
says and continues, "The time is drawing near when the Workers and people, of 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines will have to set an example to preserve their 


“Basic Human Rights". 

The National Workers Movement is protesting against the violation of the 
"Basic Human Rights" of the Workers in Vinlec and is very concerned about the 
trend of democracy in St. Vincent and the Grenadines." 


Noel C. Jackson, General Secretary. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


WILLIAMS, MITCHELL DISPUTE LEADERSHIP OF OPPOSITION 
Williams’ Terms to NDP 


Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 7 Jan 83 p l 


[Text] Calder Williams has hit the headlines with another act of flagrant 
disregard for integrity. The letter from Williams to the President of the New 
Democratic Party tells the story. 


Chateaubelair., 
29th December 1982, 


The President, 

New Democratic Party 
Party Headquarteis 
Kingstown, 


Dear Sir, 


Following my application to you, my statement regarding the folding up, of the 
Working People's Party and your later release on the 18th December 1982, I re- 
spectfully write to request from you in writing my true position in relations 
to my return as a full Executive member and as Party candidate for the North 


Leeward constituency., 


If I am accepted I shall be looking for some financial assistance from the 
Party to assist me in my matters presently before the High Courts. 


I shall appreciate that you indicate to me my position by at least 7th January 
1982., 


Look forward for your cooperation., 
Respectfully yours, 


Calder Williams, 
North Leeward Constituency 


116 














After talking to the New Democratic Party President James Mitchell, The Vin- 
centian is convinced that Calder Williams has little chance of being re-accep- 
ted into the Party, and none of being put forward as a candidate for election 
to Parliament on an NDP ticket., 


Exchange of Letters 
Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 4 Feb 83 p 10 
[Text] Mitchell Says No to Williams 
Dear Mr. Williams 


This is to acknowledge your letter of application for re-admission to the New 
Democratic party and your subsequent letter calling on the party among other 
things to pay your commitments in the libel action in the High court in a few 
days time. 


The party is in no position to pay $27,000 due in your libel action or any 
part thereof or any subsequent charges that may endue. 


The party appreciates your recanting of the treacherous manner in which you 
have treated the party and the disrepute caused by the fleeting senatorial 
appointments in the House of Assembly which followed. 


The party would have needed abundant demostration of good faith on your part 
before a decision could have been taken to re-admit you. However your letter 
of 29th Dec. is seen by the party as another treacherous attempt at blackmail 
which we will in no way entertain. 


I would like to remind you that on the occasion of our single meeting in the 
recent past I told you that I did not care whether or not you supported me as 
Leader of the Opposition. This stand on my part and on the partys behalf, 
still holds good. I wish to make this abundantly clear so that you will not 
think I am prepared to allow the office of Leader of the Opposition to be held 


to ranson. 


I wish to remind you further how lightly you abandoned the Oath of Loyalty to 
the Party to which you swore by Bible in the presence of the People of North 
Leeward. < am amazed that you should think that the injustice you have meted 
out to the Party could be so quickly forgetten by our supporters and that we 
can take a precipitate decision without a thorough process of consultation. 


The New Democratic Party will not sacrifice Principles on the altar of 
expediency. 


{signed ] 


J. F. Mitchell 
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Williams’ Response to Mitchell 


I do not consider my letter to be in anyway an act of blackmail or giving any 
ultimatum. I feel that based on recent releases made in THE VINCENTIAN publi- 
cations by Mitchell before my letter that it is my responsibility as an elec- 
ted representative of people that it is more than justifiable for me to find 
Out what exactly is my position. 


I also do not see anything wrong begging for help against the common enemy. I 
thought that if I were to be accepted that I would have been treated as a 
friend and comrade and if in difficulty with whom I consider to be the common 
enemy, that my friends will help. I view with surprise three things in this 
matter: 


1. The unwarranted publicity - an event that makes the hope for any possible 
unity more difficult. 


2. The aggresive tone in the response, leaving very little room for 
discussion. 


3. The interpretation of the letter which led to Mitchell's unconcern of my 
support in Parliament. 


In the light that my return to the party was refused I regrettably withdraw ny 
support to him as Leader of the Opposition. 


I deplore the attitude of the news media for their failure to consult me on 
these issues. 


I conclude that there was an absence of political Opposition strategy at a 
time when I have been facing State's Pressure in the form of Court Action by 
my main political opponent of the ruling party. 


Objective and fairminded Vincentians are called to judge the statements made 
by Mitchell concerning my request to return to the Party and my asking for 
financial consideration at that time. 
Calder Williams 
North Leeward Constituency. 

Williams’ Claim to Leadership 
Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 11 Feb 83 p l 


[Text] Calder, Williams MP fer the withdrawal 


the right to the pest of Mitchell as Opposition 
Leader of the Oppeettics Leader, On 8th February 
Willtiamg had already Williams addressed 
written the Geweser ancther letter te Sir 
General Sir Sydacy Gen Sydney stating in part, 
Munro inferming him of “there Is 9 col 
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CSO: 


stitutional basis te justify 
my appointment as 
Leader ef the ‘Op- 


position in the St. Vincent 


7 ‘Assemery os 
call on 
engure such — 


the same day 
that Williems addressed 
his letter to the Governor 
General, he held a press 
conference at the 
Olives Hotel. He 
handed a press release to 
the journalists present. It 
called on 
**James Mitchell to 


This is said in the light of:- 


(1) Mitchell’s unconcera 
for my support in 
Partiament. 


(2) The refusal 
accept me in the 


(3) Continuing arr 
critisms to me who 


is 
responsible for his 
the 
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Ow 3 agp can 
wa my support 
from Mitchell as Leader of 
ths Opposition then ac- 
cording te Sec 50 . 5 of the 
St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines 


immmediately revoked 
even if he was te be re- 


appointes. 

It is important to .sete 
that there is a con- 
stitutional basis to justify 
my immediate ap- 
pointment as Leader of the 
Oppesition 


the last election of 
Representatives, ac- 
according to Section: 
59.2B. 

My interpretation is that 
Seniority means con- 
tinueus Service ‘ef which 
Mitchell does net have. On 





COUNTRY SECTION 


ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


MNU'S GONSALVES URGES ELECTION REFORMS ON GOVERNMENT 


Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 14 Jan 83 p 4 


[Text ] 


cso: 


3298 /434 


Dr. Ralph Gonsalves, 
of the 
Committee of ‘the 

Mevement for 


Unity, wrote Prime 
Minister Milten Cato last 


Sectanion .— 
procedures in the ihterest 


of free and fair elections. 
The MNU Chairman 
reminded the Prime 
Minister that a fair oelec- 
toral system ‘‘is an 
essential Pre-requisite for 


a democratic political 
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ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


COUNTRY SECTION 


NEW OPPOSITION SENATOR BOYEA TALKS TO REPORTER 


Kingston THE VINCENTIAN in English 7 Jan 83 p 1 


[Text ] In last week's edition of Growers’ Association 
The Vincentian we in- the arrowroot 
formed our readers that we St. Vincent 
were unable to contact Mr secutive 
Julian ‘Bucky’ Beyea for that Association 
an eJncerning financi 
his as an after fired 
~ : the Vincent Labour 
neent an e governm 
Grenadines House of some dollar-mad 
Assembly. This week this country 
however, our reporter that salary and 
Dave Roberts met the are my great 
planter of Byera Village, me state 
and got a statement from that the las 
him. Boyea also cleared collected 
the air on his alleged was in 
membership ‘in the servant, some 
Movement for National Those pag 
Mr Boyea’s As a matter 
statement - ‘There seems honest intention 
to be a great deal of part of my 
speculatioon around the Salvation 
country as to how long I Feeding 
will be in the House Of hundred dollars monthly to 
Assembly as a Senator. be exact as from 31s 
Seeds Ene mele oe January, : 
panna hee When asked why 
of time that I will be in the with the M 
House as a Senator. What | _me 
do know for sure, is , come Vincentian 
the next GENERAL after it was indic 
Election, I will be in the the Leader 
House for a very long time; was a 
not as a Senator, but as an party, Mr . 
for was never a member 
the of North M.N.U. 
I see 20 determined to get 
thing about being ap- Gonsalves away 
& senatur., the U.P.M.; butthe for- 
The would well mation of an 8th 
rer that I was party was never my 


*f 
: 
| 
e 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


BRIEFS 


ILO VISITOR--Dr. Le Serve, Advisor to the International Labour Organisation 
(ILO) in worker education on occupational safety and health, is currently 
visiting St. Vincent and the Grenadines. His main purpose is to determine the 
most suitable approach to the establishment of relations between the ILO and 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines in the area of occupational safety and health., 
While here Dr Le Serve will hold talks with Acting Labour Commissioner, Geof- 
frey Venner, representatives of the Employers’ Federation and trade unions 
throughout the State., [Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 14 Jan 83 p 4] 


GONSALVES VISIT TO CUBA--Practising lawyer and leader of the MNU in St. Vin- 
cent and the Grenadines Ralph Gonsalves has just returned from Cuba where he 
participated in the commemoration of the 130th anniversary celebration of the 
late Jose Marti, father of the Cuban, independence." Gonsalves was acting on 
an invitation from the "Institute of Friendship with the People" who had in- 
vited a number of people from around the Caribbean and the world. Marti, a 
national hero, and patriot led the Independence National Army of Cuba against 
colonialism in the late 19th century. Out of this event in which Marti lost, 
his life, Cuba became independent in the year 1902. Gonsalves explained. 
Gonsalves noted that there were a lot of discussions held in various areas on 
the role Jose Marti played in Cuba's struggles. He spoke of the parade at 
Revolution Square in Havana in which he regarded as the high spot of the com- 
memoration celebrations. Gonsalves went to Cuba, after attending to 'profes- 
sional business’ in Grenada and Barbados. He took the opportunity while in 
Cuba to chat with some Vincentian students there and presented a talk on the 
present situation in the Caribbean at a medical school in Havan which Carib- 
bean students are attending. Among the students with whom Gonsalves talked in 
Cuba was Dexter Rose, one-time reporter at The Vincentian. Dexter is studying 
journalism. [Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 11 Feb 83 p 3] 


1982 ECONOMIC GROWTH--Ministers of Trade Vincent Beache has reported a 4 per- 
cent real growth in the economy in 1982. The Minister said that St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines did better last year than many of its Caricom neighbours. 
(Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 7 Jan 83 p 1] 


CALL FOR AGRICULTURAL DIVERSIFICATION--St. Vincent and the Grenadines Agricul- 
ture Minister, Vincent Beache, has urged the country's farmers to diversify 
their crops and accept lower payment. The failure to take such steps, the 
Minister cautioned, could make 1983 a difficult year for Vincdn-Vincentian 
farmers., Mr Beache pointed to Ccurrent difficulties in marketing Vincentian 
sweet potatoes and eddoes, sand said this was because the prices were not conm- 
petitive. [Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 7 Jan 83 p 1] 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


POLITICAL ACTIVITY HEIGHTENS AS LOCAL ELECTIONS NEAR 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 3 Mar 83 p 6 


[Text] POLITICAL activity is heating Charles Persad (Freepart-Todd’s 
np in Central Trinidad for the forth- Road), Hazrath Ali ( lieville- 
coming Local Government elections Bejucal) and Vishnu Tikasingh (Fel- 
as all the mee parte have either | icity-Guaymare). 
selected candidates or are in the the PNM front, Krishna Ram- 
process & ooee so. kissoon will ‘come up Haz- 

So far, the Alliance-Uiiiag rath Ali; former PNM c an of 
nine candid , and it announce jo ee * Boon 
the other three candidates, to- Cert aan Menen Lochan will come 
gether with a formal 4 up againt Dennis Singh. Mr. Ramkis- 

a8 = soon is secretary of the PNM Cha- 

the entire country, at its conven- guanas constituency. 
= on Sunday at the Reinzi Com- c ijlor Mano Beharry (Chick- 
rr ist i indicated he was not 

The ULF list includes three in- land- rt) 1 
cumbent representatives on the Ca- ; omy, r — hoy nam 
roni County Council. They are Coun- tn fight — pped 
cillor Sam Jattan (Longdenville- to fight a seat. ss ie 
Enterprise), Councillor Howard. A reliable source reveal : 
Maharaj (Chase Village) and Coun- ‘“‘quite a few of the present oe ¢ 
cillor Gandhi Persad, (Warrenville- P councillors may opt to s en | 
Esmeralda). out, way for newer blood . 

Newcomers include lawyer Len- more vocal representations at the 
nox Sankersingh carded to contest council. 
the Couva-California electoral dis- The National Joint Action Com- 
trict; Mulchan Seuchan (St. mittee has so far amnounced the 
Mary’s-Carapichaima), Dengis names of four candidates to contest 
Singh (Montrose-Enterptis@), the election and they have been 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


COUNTRY SECTION 


TOBAGO PERSISTS IN COMPLAINTS AGAINST CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 


Discussions in House 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 26 Feb 83 p 1 


Text from pipes 
eee te oe 3. and | Batural water catchment areas) be- 
Sewerage Authority, crawfish have | Cause of the predominance of volcanic 

been known to flow y? 
James Ogiste, the Tobago West M.P. current troubles, he suggested, lay 
’ , ; the fact that 52 per cent of the posts 
To suppressed laughter, Mr. Ogiste - ‘ . ond eer 
of the manifestations of dire water | Ye been filled. There are many 
shortage in his home island. vacancies, he said, for high-level 

Mr “Ogiste pointed out that if the | Personnel. ; 

Prime Minister visited Tobago and | _ Another area of hardship for 
offi residence he | Fobagonians is the condition of Crown 


shortage of water since it was _ ai ! ired," 
: ‘ emphasised. It id be removed and 
situated > midst of Rg A another one put down elsewhere at 


ality industry and 4S cent of the . t 
pn’ Mew sopietion were suffering very | upon the Tobago House ot Assembly for 
much from lack of water. poor repair work at the airport. He 
In his view this was unnecessary ; that the body had 
because Tobago was_ well-watered xd the services of some 
(despite what the Parliamentary unqualified person who had not been 
Secretary of the Ministry of Public equal to the task imposed by the 
Utilities had earlier explained to the condition of the airport. 





i] 


Tobago Assembly Action on Union 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 26 Feb 83 p 6 


[Article by Harold Yearwood] 


[Text ] AT THE 27th plenary sitting of the T House of 
Assembly held in the T Hall j wn Thursda 
motion by Dr. Jefferson vidson, Deputy Chairman 
Assembly, for a just and acceptable union between Trinidad 
Tobago, was passed by a 10 to 4 majority. All the PNM 
representatives voted against. 
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There was just one amendment to 
the motion which read finally: 
‘Whereas the union between t 
islands of Trinidad and of Tobago 
as . — one = cn robag to 
the will of the people o 0; 
whereas despite the transition of 
the colony of Trinidad and Tobago 
trom British colonialism to indepen- 
dence the island of Tobago continues 
to be forcefully kept in rey to 
the will of the people of Trinidad by 
new colonial policies. emanating 
from that island, and whereas re- 
peated constitutional mandates gi- 
ven to its duly elected re ta- 
tives by the electorate of Tobago to 
seek internal self-guvernment for 
Tobago within the unitary state of 
Trinidad and Tobago have met with 
a lack of sympathy, indifference and 
arrogance from the government in 
[rinidad; be it resolved that this 
House of Assembly take all proper 
and necessary steps to terminate 
the present unjust union of T 
with Trinidad, and to secure either 
its replacement with a union based 
on terms and conditions that are 
acceptable to the authorised repre- 
sentatives of the people of Tobago, 
or the full independence of Tobago, 
with secure territorial boundaries.’’ 


AGAINST PROGRESS 


Dr J.D. Elder Secretary for Sport 
and Culture, paid tribute to ‘ 
Ortnel Bacchus (Tobago Crusoe) for 
winning the calypso crown in 1983, 
before he launched a blistering 
attack on the (PNM) opposition 
during debate on the motion. 

Other members of the yee gd 
including Mr Edwin Caesar and 
Stanford Callender also praised 


Crusoe. 

The Chairman, Mr. A.N.R. Robin- 
son, jokingly reminded the Pr el 
nian that he (A.N.R.) was Robinson 
and the calypsonian was Crusoe, so 
at some time both would meet.. 

On the motion for a just union, Dr. 


Elder speaking atter Assemblymen 
Ken Jones and George Archer, 
spared no time in wading into what 
he termed the underm of the 
work .of the Tobago House of 
Assembly. ; 

He said Opposition members were 
pone ery — PA. directed 
st the progress . 
“Dr. Elder spoke for almost one 
hour with beads of perspiration run- 
ning down his face dye to the faulty 

air-conditioning unit. “ee 

He said: ‘No human being in a 
situation of oppression can speak 
without being emotional. 


DOWNGRADE HOUSE 


He charged that many plans and 
projects were being held back by the 
entral government and t on 
China ne <— the Organisat 4 
*. throu ion 

and Management Division and the 
entees Administrative Services, 


obago. 

Dr. Elder said he felt the Central 
ooreseeet was attempting to 

wngrade the Tobago House of 
Assembly ‘‘and this could not be a 
just union. ‘“‘We must have a just 
union or a demarcation of 
boundaries, liberty and freedom.” 

The speakers before Dr. Elder, Mr 
Ken Jones and Mr George Archer, 
dealt ere with what they 
called “many hindrances in the 
past” of the Tobago House of 
Assembly by the Central 
Government. 

They ‘stated that the union was 
certainly unjust and that it should 
be terminated and replaced by a 


just union. 

Assemblywoman Beatrice Julien 
(PNM), in opposition of the motion, 
said there was still a unitary State 
of Trinidad and Tobago and she and 
her colleagues wished to 
disassociate themselves from the 
motion as they thought the union a 
just one. 


Government's Response 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 1 Mar 83 p 14 


(Text ] 


MR. JOHN SCOTT, Pastiamentery Secretary in the Hiesetry ot Puce 


Uuiities, had cared a = a in Tobago to produce 
even one cubic metre agregate months. 
This was his way of Tobago House of Assembly of negligent work 
in the repairing of ey Cosma Feat hitgert. 


Despite the possession of some of 


the finest il machine 
r. Scott 


had ever seen, 


he 
rig the 


debate on a motion condemning the 
state of the 
Private Members’ Day on Friday 


blic utilities during 


Tobago House had failed to get the 
management to produce the Find of 
aggregate needed for the proper re- 
ir of about 600 feet of runway at 
row Point. 
Consequently, there were 
numerous closings of the airport. 
Mr. Scott was speaking in the 
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last. ; ; 
The importance of Crown Point 
Airport, he said, was established. 
The ‘‘airbridge’’ between Port of 
Spain and Crown Point conveyed 
743,000 passengers last year. It was 
essential to have a good runway. 
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He left the impression that vans Ba 
the Tobago House of Assembly 
would mend its management 
practices would Crown Point 
Airport attain the coi.dition 
desired. 


ADEQUATE SUPPLY 


‘* Aggressive F a ooigg rol by 
Trini and Tobago Electrici 
Commission was effected on be 
of T , Mr. Scott said. The 
estimated demand in Tobago was 


Tobago and there were on order two 
2.5 megawatt generators for 


“TTEC has had a dramatic 
pattern of over the last 20 
years,” said Mr. Scott, referring to 
the national electricity utility. 
During the period 1975-1981, there 
was a 2 cent increase in 
consumers. from 182,000 to 230,000 


enjoying a supply of cheap 
electricity at heavily subsidised 
rates. The consumption had risen by 
more than 80 cent. 


The Co ion was attemptit 


‘to develop a nation-wide reliability 


of supply to all consumers. The 
Commission planned “to energise 
the industrial sector of the 
country,” Mr. Scott added 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


TELCO LOSSES PUT AT $200,000 DAILY AT RATE HIKE HEARING 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 1 Mar 83 p 1 


[Text] TRINIDAD and Tobago Telephone Company (Telco) has been losing $200,000 
a day since January 1, 1983. 


And Mr. Neil Guiseppi, Public Relations Manager of Telco who disclosed this 
yesterday added bitterly: "That is a formula for bankruptcy." 


Mr. Guiseppi spoke after the tribunal of the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) 
adjourned for the fifth occasion hearing of Telco's application for increased 
rates and charges yesterday afternoon. 


After spending the entire session thrashing out how the proceedings should be 
conducted, all parties agreed with the decision of the PUC's and tribunal 
chairman, Dr. Selwyn Ryan, to fix the next hearing for April 6. 


Before doing so, the tribunal, through Dr. Ryan, gave Telco a number of ques- 
tions to be answered, all relative to the application. 


Mr. Guiseppi, remarked: "This is the fifth time the matter has been adjourned 
and at no time was Telco responsible. Telco is now in the unenviable position 
of losing $200,000 a day because of this situation... it is really 


intolerable..." 
Asked to elaborated, Mr. Guiseppi said: 


"We did financial projections which include our development programme on the 
premise that the application would be by now completed. 


"But up to today and we are at the end of February--the end is not in sight." 


He recalled that the application was made to the PUC in August last year, and 
hearing did not actually begin until November. 


Mr. Guiseppi went on: "Telco was under the very real impression that the mat- 
ter would have been settled and, of course, the increases granted... this is 
not to say that Telco is at this stage trying to prejudice the outcome of the 


application. 
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"The company's position is made even more serious with last week's announce- 
ment by Public Utilities Minister John Eckstein that Government was no longer 
giving Telco Financial assistance. 


Must Be Viable 


The PRO referred to the ceremony where the Minister issued the warning--formal 
commissioning of the T.0.P.S. (Traffic Operator Position System)--at which 
Telco’s Executive Director, Dr. Neilson Mackay, spoke about the financing of 
T.0.P.S. 


Minister Eckstein said in part: 


"The increase sought (before the PUC) is aimed at making the company viable, 
so that it can obtain loans on the capital market to finance that much needed 


development. 


"I may also remind you (the audience) of the Prime Minister's ‘83 Budget 
Speech, in which he noted that both T&TEC and Telco will be required, as a 
matter of policy, to cease reliance on the Exchequer by 1984. 


"In the light of this, I want to make it clear that the Government = no 
longer continue to finance the Telephone Company's development." 


On the financing of T.0O.P.S., Dr. Mackay noted that Telco could never pay for 
it based on the present rate structure of the owned utility. 


Mr. Guiseppi moaned: 


"Even if Telco should be granted the increases sought who knows if the award 
would be retroactive...? 


"So, that is money Telco will never be able to recover.” 


CSO: 3298/438 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


ISCOTT EMPLOYEE COUNCIL MAY START NEW INDUSTRIAL CLIMATE 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 9 Feb 83 p 18 


[Text] The 1,100 plus employees of State-owned Iron and Steel Company 
Limited (ISCOTT) are pursuing a course which could set the pattern for a 
new type of industrial relations in the country, particularly at State-owned 
enterprises. 


The workers have formed an organisation known as ISCOTT Employees’ Council. 
They have already written the Attorney General informing him of the formation 
of the body and requesting him to explore the possibility of introducing 
legislation to accommodate registration of such an organisation. 


The council, about one year old, has already drafted what it has called a 
Voluntary Code of Practices and recently submitted it to management. 


That code sets out guidelines for operation. 


A spokesman for the council said yesterday that aim of the council was to 
develop and introduce worker-participation in the company. 


He said that they were forced to register the body under the Trade Union 
Laws because there were no other provision in the law under which such a 


body could be registered. [as published] 


He made it clear that the council had no intention of seeking confrontation 
with management. "Instead, we are going to work, as we have been doing, 
together with management, consulting with each other on matters relating to 
the viability of the industry and efficient functioning." 


Asked whether the council would take up grievances with management on behalf 
of workers, he said "yes." He added they would not be functioning like 
trade unions. Their approach would be quite different. 


As workers they must have a say in the operations. They must see to it that 
the company operates profitably. Stability meant a lot to any business and 
they were going to see to it that there was stability at ISCOTT. 
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He said that in consultation with Management they were going to see to it 
that the company produced economically and at a high standard with good 
quality products to sell on the international market. 


It was pointed out that the only way they could achieve those goals was 
through participative management. Excellent relations now exists between 
the council and management which resulted in the company making office 
space available for the council at the Administrative Building, Point 
Lisas. [as published] 


The spokesman said that whatever grant the company gave to the council was 
to assist in its training programme and operations generally. 


It was emphasised that every worker of the company was eligible for member- 
ship and in fact, automatically became a member upon employment. 


Model to Follow 


According to officers, it hoped that the ISCOTT Employees’ Council would be 
a model organisation for other workers to follow. 


Workers through the council and management were working hand in hand with 
understanding aimed at the future prosperity of the company, it was stated. 


Officers of the council recalled that at a productivity seminar held some- 
time ago, Mr. Rawl Agard, a former employee of ISCOTT, presented a paper 

in which he was reported to have said that studies conducted in America, 
Japan, Norway and Sweden demonstrated quite clearly that where workers were 
given the opportunity to genuinely participate in the decisions affecting 
their work place and organisation, the relationship between workers and 
managers was noticeable less antagonistic and productivity increased. [as 
published] 


CSO: 3298/391 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


OPPOSITION COUNCILLOR SEEKS PROBE OF CARONI COUNCIL 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 26 Feb 83 p 6 


[Text] COUNCILLOR Howard j has stated that he- 
Attorney General's office concerning ‘‘certain malpractices” at . 


‘ c 
and maintenance of roads in the deliberately omit Opposition 
ia area. About $1,000,000 was comments in minutes’. He said 


CSO: 3298/437 


131 











COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


WIDESPREAD WATER PROBLEMS SPARK PUBLIC, POLITICAL OUTCRY 
Demonstration in South 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 26 Feb 83 p 6 


[Text] SCORES .of villagers of Rousillac, 


Opposition Role 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 1 Mar 83 p 6 


[Text] PARLIAMENTARY SECRE-~ and have taken several delegations 
TARY in the Ministry_of Public to the Ministry on the matter. 
Utlities and National Transporta- while he himself had taken it up 

tion Mr. John Scott is being called personally with Mr. Scott. 
on to intervene in “a gore! Since Friday the villagers have 
violent” situation in South Trimdad been taking up a 24-hour vigil at a 
where villagers are protesting being fire hydrant in the area which they 
without water for the last three say is being used by water trucks to - 
years. fill up their tanks and deliver water 
"The cali is being made by Opposi- to areas other than theirs, while 
tion Senator Dr. Sahadeo Basdeo they themselves are suffering. - 
who said that since Friday resi- He said that about 40 villagers 
dents of Rousiliac. Grant's Road, have been eating and sleeping at 
Pablito Trace. Silver Stream_Vil- this water ‘‘depot’’ and are pre- 
tage. Mon Desir Road. and Delhi venting anyone from taking water 
Road have been involved in this pro- there. - 
test action Yesterday morning this resulted 
He said that the villagers are an- in a visit at around 3 a.m. by several 
gry at this treatment from WASA police vehicles to remove the pro- 
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testing villagers so that the trucks 
could again collect their water.» 

According to the senator, the 
situation is a  pgen ann: violent 
one"’ since despite ted visits 
to WASA nothing ay done to 
ease the problem. 

He said that a delegation of villa- 
gers paid a visit to the WASA office 
only last week producing a promise 
that they would open all valves in 
the area on Saturday at 6:o’clock 
but no one turned up. - 

Dr. Basdeo said that on the same 
afternoon he addressed a meeting of 


some 600 villagers and told them 
that if necessary they would have 
to open the valves themselves even 
if it would mean breaking the taw. 

The senator said that since Mr 
Scott was already well briefed «1: 
the problem faced by these villagers 
he should take steps to intervene !n 
the situation. 

ition Leader Basdeo Panda 

was expected to join Dr. Basdeo at a 
meeting with the villagers last 
night where the senator said they 
would try to reach ‘‘an immediate 
and peaceful solution." 


Las Lomas Problems 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 1 Mar 83 p 6 


{Text} 


SINCE February 3, resi- 
dents of Chin Chin Road, Las 
Lomas, have been without 
pipe borne water supply 

According to concerned vil- 
lager Mr. Harriram Ramlal, 
the matter has been report- 
ed to WASA time after time 
both in person and in tele- 

hone calls, but there has 
een no response. 


He said that before the opening of 
the treatment plant in the area, 
residents got an adequate supply 
from the lis Water Works, but 
this is no more. 

- Residents. he said, believed that 


there was some corruption 
of pd 
vaives at the Las Lomas 


R.C. School, which, if opened would 
them with water.. - 

He said that very often wnen they 

report the water problem they are 

that there mm no 


mostly 
possible for them to exist on the 
truck-borne water supply oc- 
curs once, in every two ’ 

Because of the water problem, 
Mr. Ramial said, Las Lomas R.C. 
Schoo! has had to be closed everyday 
for half day 

Mr. Ramlal also said that villa- 
gers do not understand why thev 
were told that their WASA station 
was in San Fernando some 3S to #0 
miles away, while the St. Joseph 
station is only some 14 miles away. ~ 


Another Village Appeal 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 3 Mar 83 p 6 


{Text ] 


now oveen left in the 


ANOTHER deie- 
ation of villagers from 
South Trinidad invaded 
the WASA Head- 
uarters on Sutton 
treet. San Fernando, 
seeking water 
yesterday. 

A delegation from 
the Sobo Village 
Council headed by Mr 
Neville Rougier. presi- 
dent, went to WASA's 
offices to get the 
authority to provide 
villagers with water. 


“We have not had 
water for the past 
three months and the 
position has got 
desperate,’ said Mr 
Rougier. . 
_ He explained that in 
the past the village got 
some water through a 
connection to the 
WASA mains from 
Texaco installations at 
Brighton but within 
recent times, the 


company had cut off 
the supply. ‘“‘We have 
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rain,’ he said. 

Appeals to officials 
operating WASA offices 
at La Brea were 
fruitless. 

Later yesterday 
afternoon a WASA 
spokesman said that 


the delegation agreed 
to ‘*hold some strain." 
He said the authority 


will make every ettort 
to provide some water 
for Sobo. 











Promise of Solution 
Port-of-Spain TRiNIDAD GUARDIAN in English 3 Mar 83 p 7 


{Text} RESIDENTS of St. Patrick who 
were involved in a strike for water 
earlier this week, have been assured 
that their woes would end in one 
month’s time when the Caroni Are- 
na Water System is integrated into 
the Navet system, 

The assurance came following 
talks on the matter between Minis- 
ter of Public Utilities and National 
Transportation Senator John Eck- 
stein, Parliamen Secretary in 
the ministry, Mr. Joha P. Scott and 
Opposition Senator Dr. Sahadeo 
Basdeo, Mr. Emmanuel Romain 
chief engineer of operations and 
maintenance at WASA, and Mr. 
John Gopaul, regional engineer. 

On Monday night, violence erup- 
ted in the Rousillac area, after a 
four-day protest vigil by the resi- 
dents who have suffered for three 
years without water.~For the four 
days and nights the villagers stood 
vigil at a fire hydrant in the area 
which was being used by trucks to 
transport water to outside areas. 

At the meeting between the par- 
ties, certain short-term measures 
which will come into effect rhis 
morning were agreed upon until the 
month long period is up. 

As one interim measure, the wa- 
ter trucks from the County Council 
along with those from WASA will . 
transport water from the hydrant 
to Grant’s Trace, between 7 a.m. to 


2 = 

y agreed that WASA would 
‘“‘effect turn-cocking operations up- 
stream of the hydrant’ so that 
more water would be made available 
in the system and consumers in the 
areas would receive their water sup- 
ply from 3 p.m. onwards. 





CSO: 3298/438 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


BRIEFS 


FISH KILL EXPLANATION--FISH caught in the Gulf of Paria is now safe to eat, 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Lands and Food Production said last night. The 
recent fish kill stretching from Claxton Bay to Cedros was blamed on the low 
level of oxygen in the water. Oxygen levels observed in the water affected by 
the fish kill were as low as 0.7 milligrams per litre, while the minimum level 
normally accepted for fish life is 2.0 milligrams per litre. Scientists in- 
vestigating the fish kill three weeks ago said the low levels of oxygen could 
have resulted from widespread algae bloom which have been observed in the area 
since January. The calm, still hot weather which prevailed for the days be- 
fore and during the fish kill could also have contributed to localised low 
oxygen levels, as under those ocnditions, there will be no significant mixing 
of the air and the water, it was stated. The report by the scientists said 
algae growth could have been caused by the increased nutrient concentrations 
due to high industrial activity in the area coupled with the severe dry sea- 
son. Tests carried out showed no harmful substances in high concentration in 
the water or fish and although birds were eating the dead fish in abundance, 
they did not die. The pattern of fish kill indicated that the adverse condi- 
tion affected the entire water column as both surface and bottom species were 
killed in large quantities. The Ministry warned that if the weather condi- 
tions at present persist, it is likely that other fish kills would occur. 
[Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 26 Feb 83 p 1) 


INCE ON AREA SUMMITS--SENATOR Dr Basil Ince Trinidad and Tobago Minister of 
External Affairs, said in St. Lucia Tuesday that Caribbean heads should get 
together often. He said that he felt that the exchange of views at the 
Castries conference was useful. Speaking in an interview at the end of the 
Caribbean/Canada Heads of Government conference in Castries, he said that 
although the heads met recently at Ocho Rios it was good that they hac got 
together again as soon. He said any forum where Caribbean States meet is an 
appropriate forum for discussion. He noted that there were important confer- 
ences coming up in the near future such as the non-aligned conference, the 
UNCTAD conference and, later, the Caricom summit and Commonwealth meetings. 
One of the virtues of the conference, he explained, was people getting to- 
gether and discussing outside of the conference. 


DONATIONS FOR GUYANA PAPER--THE Guardian's Fund to assist Guyana's "Catholic 
Standard" fight numerous libel actions brought by the Guyanese Government, has 
now reached the figure of $21,000. We urge readers to support this effort on 
behalf of freedom of the Press and to contribute to the SAVE THE STANDARD 
FUND, donations to which may be made at the Royal Bank of Trinidad and Tobago 
Ltd. [Excerpt] [Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 27 Feb 83 p 1) 
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PROTEST OF UNION BAN--The northern area of the Oilfields Workers’ Trade 
Union (OWTU) has written to the general manager of the Trinidad and Tobago 
Electricity Commission (TTEC) protesting a commission directive that union 
branch meetings can no longer be held at the commission's welfare blocks or 
sports clubs. The letter, which was sent on Monday by the union's executive 
officer, Mr Horace Noray; noted that the commission's directive issued to 

its area department heads places a ban on any branch meetings being held 
after working hours at its blocks or clubs, a practice which has been in 
existence for over two decades. Mr. Noray accused the commission of having 
treated the union with “utter contempt" as it did not see fit even out of 
common courtesy to inform the union of its intention of eviction. Mr. 

Noray argued that the slapping of such a ban without prior notice has the 
effect of preventing the union from carrying out its obligations to its 
members who are themselves employees of the commission. According to the 
union executive, the commission also did not take into consideration that the 
union will have to make alternative arrangements to carry out its functions 
which alternative is not readily available. Mr. Noray said he hoped that the 
directive will be rescinded. {Text ] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in 


English 10 Feb 83 p 3] 


cso: 3298/391 END 
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